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Fancy enjoying the summer sun? What better 
place than Badger Farm Community Centre? 
See Page  4 for details 
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elcome to another 
edition of Badger 
Farm Community 
News. I thought it 

might be a good time to introduce 
myself. My name is Berenice,    

alhough most people call me Berry. I have the            
unenviable task of following on from the wonderful 
Jan, who has been a brilliant support and done a fan-
tastic job.  

The biggest thing for me, coming into the job, is how I 
to ensure moving forward, that the community is at the 
centre of the magazine. Unlike Jan, I don’t work in 
Badger Farm, I am not an intrinsic part of the day to 
day community life. As such, I hope to look to you, the 
readers. Any suggestions you might have, anything 
you’d like to include. That’s important, this is your 
magazine. If you see something in the area, you think 
might be interesting to others, drop us a line. We are 
always happy to have a chat! 

So don’t be afraid to get in touch! 

WANT TO ADVERTISE WITH US? 
HAVE A RELEVANT  

COMMUNITY  
CONTRIBUTION?  

Get in touch! 
 BFOBRCA , Badger Farm Community  

Centre, Badger Farm Road, Winchester, 
SO22 4QB 

 
Tel. 01962 868630    

Email: enquiries@bfobrca.org                     
Registered Charity No. 279592   

www.bfobrca.org 
 

Editorial deadline for Autumn 2017 issue: 
Friday 4th August 

Editor: berenice756@gmail.com 
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Andrew Harris
Electrical Services

EST. 1997

63 May Tree Close, Badger Farm, Winchester, SO22 4JF
Telephone: 01962 856805 ~ Mobile: 07956 934 195

Email: andy@adhelectrical.com

ALL DOMESTIC WORK UNDERTAKEN INCLUDING:

 REWIRING
     FUSEBOARD REPLACEMENT
     ADDITIONAL LIGHTS AND SOCKETS
     WIRING FOR TELEPHONE AND COMMS SOCKETS
     INSTALLATION OF LIGHT FITTINGS
     GARDEN LIGHTING AND POWER

ALL ASPECTS OF TESTING INCLUDING:

 ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION CONDITION REPORTS
     P.A.T. TESTING OF APPLIANCES

COMMERCIAL INSTALLATIONS

RETAIL INSTALLATIONS

ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN IN A CLEAN, TIDY 
AND PROFESSIONAL MANNER

FREE ESTIMATES AND ADVICE

Qualified

01962 717735 07971 529217
www.alexandergardenservices.co.uk

Hedge Cutting - Fencing
Garden Tree Work - Garden Clearance

Paths & Patios - Landscaping
Water Features - Garden Makeovers

- Fully Insured -
If you are looking for someone to take on those larger

garden jobs such as tree maintenance, repairing or replacing
fences, laying paths and patios or even a full garden

makeover, then look no further... we offer a range of services
designed to take the strain out of gardening so you can

fully enjoy your garden all year round.

Home and Garden TradesHome and Garden Trades  
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The Perfect Venue 

Badger Farm Community  Centre 
 

Badger Farm Community Centre is the venue where a 
wide variety of activities and events take place on a 
daily basis.  The Centre has a warm and welcoming    

atmosphere, excellent disabled access and all rooms 
are bright, airy and of good sizes. The four rooms        

available for hire provide an excellent setting, good    
value for money and all  include use of the fully 

equipped kitchen. In addition, Badger Farm Community 
Centre is ideally situated for all transport links. 

The Battery  

Our main hall will hold up to 180 people.  It is suitable for 
wedding receptions, parties or sporting activities.  The 
excellent Social Club private bar can also be hired with 
the hall. At present, the hall is vacant on a Monday       
afternoon so if there is something you would like to     
organise on a regular basis, let Jan in the office know. 
The hall is also generally free on Saturday afternoons 
and Sunday during the day. Rates for all rooms are very          
competitive.   

The Bushfield   

This carpeted room is cheerful and has access to the 
Community Centre‟s small attractive garden area. It is 
smaller than the main hall, holding up to 60 people. With 
its projection screen, it is ideally suited for meetings,   
training groups or seminars. The carpet makes it perfect 
for smaller exercise classes such as yoga and pilates. If 
you require more space the Bushfield and Warren rooms 
can be opened up into one large but comfortable room 
with ample space and use of private bar hire.  

The Whiteshute  

This is a bright and cheerful room holding up to 30      
people and is the weekday home to the Badger Farm 
Pre-School Playgroup. With     access to the play area in 
the Whiteshute Courtyard this room is ideally suited to 
host children‟s birthday parties. The lighting in this room is 
particularly good and is popular for art groups and      

calligraphy 
sessions.   
Conveniently 
located next 
to the kitchen 
and with 
hard flooring 
this is a very 
versatile 
room which 
lends itself to 
all types of 
use. 

The Warren  

The Warren is 
a smaller, quiet room which will hold up to 20 people. 
Tucked away in a     corner of the Community Centre it 
has a more private feel than our larger rooms. In a 
lounge bar setting it is a very popular spot for a            
relaxed get-together or a small, informal or private 
meeting. This room can only be hired out weekdays until 

4pm but as with the Bushfield Room, there is access to 
the outside garden area. We are also able to offer WiFi 
access and items such as flip charts, projector and 
screen plus urns of hot water for refreshments. Unlimited 
parking also onsite. 

 
If you would like more details on prices and availability, 
please contact Jan Dawkins, the Bookings Secretary on 
01962 868630 or email enquiries@bfobrca.org. Further 
details can  also be seen on our excellent website 
www.bfobrca.org  

“Ideally situated for all transport links, a lovely 
garden, main hall and smaller, cosy options for 

room hire” 
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Could you spare a couple of hours a week to help at Badger Farm Toddlers? They are looking 
for volunteers to assist in the kitchen making refreshments, washing up and clearing away at 

the end of the session. It’s an ideal opportunity to make new friends and spend a couple of 
enjoyable hours. Please telephone or email Esther or Catherine or contact 

Jan at the Community Centre - 01962 868630.

As the title suggests, we have 
been celebrating St. Georges 
Day with the children and 
they decided to create a 
castle within– the pre-school. 
They had great fun sponge 
painting it. They then went on 
to create their own armour 
with the necessary swords 
and shields!  
 
Our exciting annual trip to  
 
 
 
is being planned for the 23rd 
June. A massive thanks to 
Graham Shankland, a father 
at the pre-school, who has 
completed a sponsored      

triathlon and the children 
have taken part in a  
sponsored obstacle course so 
that the trip is subsidised for 
all. 
Our reading corner has been 
updated with a fab new stripy 
sofa and chair set thanks to 
sponsorship from another 
Dad, Peter Vincent, running 
the Winchester half marathon. 
 
Please contact Jackie     
Johnston our pre-school    
leader on mobile 07941 796 
958 or email olivers-
batterypreschool@gmail.com 
to pop by to see our happy 
pre-school. 
 
 
· Rated across the board as 
„good‟ by Ofsted in             
November 2016 and where 
“Children form strong bonds 
with staff” 
· Conveniently located in the 
beautiful and spacious 
grounds of Oliver‟s Battery   
Primary School. 
· We accept all children aged 

two years to school age,     
regardless of which primary 
school they will attend 
· All children are funded from 
the term after their 3rd      
birthday. 
· If eligible, we accept      
funding for two-year olds. 
· Opening times:                        
9am-3.15pm Mon-Weds  

9am-12.30pm Thurs-Fri  

St. Georges Day fun and a 
brilliant book corner;  

It’s all go at the pre-
school! 
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AS SEEN ON

r ugbyt ot s.co.uk

The w or ld’s f avour i t e r ugby play program m e

MAKE YOUR CHILD’S DEVELOPMENT MORE FUN!

TRY RUGBYTOTS
Our dynamic weekly play sessions enable boys and gir ls
aged 2–7 to develop their social and physical skills in a fun,
posit ive environment . For more det ails, just  call or email.

0345 313 3258

Weekly play sessions for girls & boys aged 2-7 yrs. Develops
social and physical skills in a fun, positive environment.

0345 313 3258 | phil@rugbytots.co.uk
Badger Farm Community Centre - Friday pm
1.00pm & 1.35pm 2-3.5 yrs | 2.10pm 3.5-5 yrs

Classes also running Tuesday am Itchen Abbas,
Tuesday pm River Park Leisure, Saturday am Winchester 

The children finished the term with an exciting Easter Egg 
hunt organised by the Friends of Oliver’s Battery School. 
All the children enjoyed it and worked cooperatively to 
solve the clues and find the eggs.  We have some exciting 
events coming up - Our Sports Day and Science Day for 
the whole  family which is taking place on Saturday 24 
June 11am - 2pm and all are welcome.  

Our year 6 will be taking part in a series of   leavers 
events which include a camp, play and leavers assemble 
before they move on to their chosen secondary school. 
We will also be welcoming our new Reception children 
who are due to start with us in September. We will be 
holding various events for them to get used to being at 
’big’ school. We have got some open days coming up if 
you would like to visit the school -    these will be held on 
a Friday 29 September and Friday 17    November in the 
morning - please contact the school for more details. We 
will be hoping for good weather this term to make use of 
our beautiful grounds.  

“A School that’s moving from strength to strength” -     
Ofsted March 2016. We have places available at our 
school. Please arrange a visit anytime of the year and see 
the school at work.  

Contact us via telephone 01962 869496 or                  
email: admin@oliversb.com 

   

   

● VIP walks?  This means that every dog is treated like 
my own and when the walk has ended I make sure 
they are settled before leaving 

● Fully insured and trustworthy since January 2013
● Ex Animal Management student at Sparsholt College 

with a wide range of experience  of animals which 
includes  guinea pigs, fish,  rabbits, snakes, lizards , 
dogs and cats

● When you are out at work or on holiday your dog or 
animal is looked after in the comfort of their own 
home

● Water is provided all year round 
● Happy to take photos or videos while you are away 

to give you peace of mind 
● Available at short notice and on bank holidays

For more information contact Lara on:
Mobile number :  07891549214
Email : barkandsqueak@hotmail .co.uk 
Check out Bark and Squeak’s Facebook page for regular 
updates: https://www.facebook.com/barkandsqueak

Bark and Squeak
 Dog Walking and Pet Service
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An electrifying afternoon!  
We love having our fabulous Patron 
of Reading, Ali Sparkes visit us so 
when Ali asked if she could launch 
her latest novel „Thunderstruck‟ at 
Stanmore, Mrs Richardson had no        
hesitation in saying yes please!   
Looking resplendent in her forked 
lightning waistcoat and sparkling 
lightning earrings and necklace, Ali 
revealed lots of mind boggling facts 
about lightning strikes and told the 
children all about the sad, true story 
that provided the         inspiration for 
'Thunderstruck'. When she walked 
with her   children on Southampton 
Common years ago, Ali      regularly 
passed a graveyard. An inscription 
on one the gravestones told of the 
sudden death of three children who 
were struck by lightning. What a 
dreadful end, thought Ali and I    
wonder if their ghostly presence still 
haunts the Common? Maybe that 
would make a good story….. 
  
It was a fascinating afternoon. We 
heard all about the (truly awful)  

fashion of the 1970‟s, the delights of 
popping melted tarmac bubbles in 
the long hot summer of 1976 and the 
frightful fate of the doll that could 
eat food and poo – she came to a 
gruesome end! The afternoon     
concluded with an excitable line of 
children queuing up to have their 
very own copy of 'Thunderstruck' 
signed by Ali.  
 
I can’t eat that, it’s a snail! Year 3 
children might have started off      
being determined not to sample one 
of the    classic delights of French 
cuisine but by the time the Brasserie 
Blanc staff had shown them all round 
the kitchens and restaurant, most of 
them decided to be brave and lots 
of them actually enjoyed the        
buttery garlicky taste.  
 
The visit launched their French topic 
where the children have learned all 
about Paris and the different regions 
of France. It‟s been great fun and in          
addition to a picnic in the   sunshine 
enjoying camembert, baguette and 

strawberries, parents were invited to 
a French Café. Selecting items from 
menus prepared by the children, 
parents were treated to enjoy     
home-made strawberry tarts and 
were thoroughly surprised by the 
„flash mob‟ singing Frère Jacques in 
a round. Fabuleux !  
 

Summer fun The summer term is     
always very hectic with lots of events 
to pack in before the end of         

another school year. We‟re looking 
forward to Sports Days, a Harry Potter 
Studio Tour, a Woodmills activity day, 
a trip to Swanwick Lakes, an          
Hawaiian themed disco, our Year 6              
production and plenty more besides. 
It‟s going to be busy! 

Dates for your diary - Our  
Summer Fair will be on      
Friday 9th June from 3:20pm 
until 5:15pm. There will be 
the usual fun stalls and tasty 
barbeque food. Hope to 
see you there! 

For details of all the latest  
happenings at school, visit 
our website at: 
www.stanmore.hants.sch.uk  
or check out our twitter 
@stanmoreprimary  
And if you would like to visit 
the school, please call 
01962 852941 to make an 
appointment. Our Head, Mrs 
Justine Brooks would be           
delighted to show you 
round.  
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Where you`ll get the best price
   & Honesty is the best policy

 WINCHESTER TRADE PARK (next to Tesco) 01962 866977 
CHICKENHALL LANE, EASTLEIGH 023 80620200

www.bestautocentres.co.uk www.winchestertyres.co.uk

Where`s the BEST place to get an MOT
 & SERVICE?

BEST AUTOCENTRES

FREE COLLECTION IF REQUIRED
PLUS GREAT DEALS ON TYRES EXHAUSTS 

BRAKES & CLUTCHES

£40 OFF MOT & 
SERVICE 
COMBINED 
WITH THIS 
VOUCHER

Book online or 
phone.

● MOT 
● air-conditioning 
● exhausts
● clutches
● brakes
● timing belts
● servicing
More than just a 

service ....

Enmill Lane, Pitt, Winchester  -  01962 840 144 
www.derekosgood.co.uk

Motor Trades
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Regular readers will know of 
my long-standing interest in 
(and the importance to 
many of us) rail service for 
our area.  
So it was big news this Spring 
when Ministers announced 
a coalition led by FirstGroup 

will take over the contract to   regenerate the 
South Western rail franchise, from Stagecoach/
South West Trains, this August. The group, who I met 
with many times during the bidding process and 
impressed me with their ambition, will invest some 
£1.2bn over the period of the franchise which runs 
until at least 2024. 
 
Their undertaking to increase capacity - in new 
spacious carriages - deliver wi-if (that    actually 
works), a modern smart and flexible season ticket 
policy as well as new lower fares for 16-18 year olds 
are really exciting.  And I have already secured an 
undertaking from First to work afresh with me and 
local councillors on finding a long term solution to 
the   parking problems at Shawford Station, which 
will be of interest some in this area of course, be-
cause everyone knows what we have now is not 
sustainable in the long-term. As I said on the media 
at the time, I look forward to working with the new 
team and will hold them to every promise they 
have made.  My rail site sits at 
www.stevebrine.com/trains 
 
Thank you to the many constituents from the Oli-
ver's Battery and Badger Farm who got in touch 
after the terrifying events in Westminster on 22nd 
March.  I was in the Chamber at the time taking 
the Pension Schemes Bill through its final stages as 
part of my Ministerial work at the DWP.  We were 
actually voting when the rampage begun but it 

quickly became clear hundreds of MPs were not 
there. 
 
As we‟re now aware, our attacker acted alone but 
we didn‟t know that at the time and a full lock-
down of the Commons chamber – with heavily 
armed close protection officers on every door – fol-
lowed. For me it was a horrible reminder that an 
open, accessible Parliament can never be 100% 
safe and, in any event, we cannot beat this kind of 
twisted   hatred with force alone.  All our love and   
prayers remain with the family of PC Palmer and 
the others who lost their lives that (seemingly ordi-
nary) day in March. 
 
As I said on my Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/stevebrinewinchester) late 
that night as I left the Commons, “today darkness 
had a victory today but tomorrow the light will flow 
back in”.  And it did.  
 
Finally, congratulations to Cllr Jan Warwick who will 
be the new County Councillor for this area. I look 
forward to working with her on many local issues, 
including a renewed effort to look afresh at the 
dangerous junction of OB Road South and Badger 
Farm Road. Jan has strong connections with the 
leadership at HCC which could be to our ad-
vantage. 
 
You can find more about my work via my website 
which now includes a fast growing Brexit mini-site 

(with links to all the key infor-
mation including recent PM 
speech) at 
www.stevebrine.com/brexit 

Steve Brine 
www.stevebrine.com 

[Steve Brine addresses students from Kings school in parliament 
on the day of the terror attacks] 

From your MP - Steve Brine 
(Conservative Party) 

FRIARY BOWLING CLUB 

St Michaels Rd, Winchester 

The Outdoor Season is underway at our club, and we welcome new members, including juniors. 

Mondays and Saturdays are club afternoons from 14.00hrs and the green is open for practise.  Interested in having 
a go, come along a very WARM WELCOME awaits you. 

For further information please contact 

Mrs D Stanning,  

Membership Secretary on 01962 860465 

Email address: info@frairybc.org.uk  

Your Parish Council have had a busy start to 2017.  

We’ve just heard back from the Department for       
Communities and Local Government giving us approval 
to borrow funds for the Central Play Area. We received 
some fabulous designs from the companies that       
tendered and have chosen the design that best match-
es the play equipment you requested, for a competitive 
price. By the time you read this we’ll have    applied for 
a loan and hope to have the    Central Play Area      
completed this coming Summer.  

After many meetings over many months Whiteshute 

Ridge has now been passed back to Winchester City 
Council. Plans are on-going to have cattle on the Ridge 
from next year. WCC arranged a cattle Meet and Greet 
at the end of April for local residents to chat to The 
Wildlife Trust about what to expect with cattle on the 
Ridge.   

We’re holding our Annual Parish Assembly on Monday, 
8th May, which is just a few days after the article     
deadline so we’ll report on that next time. Our Parish 
Council meetings are held on the second Monday of 
every month, with the     exception of August, in the 
Bushfield Room, Community Centre. If we need to plan 
a different day, or need to have an extra meeting, our 
Notice Boards will have details. All residents are invited 
to all meetings. 

Badger Farm  

Parish Council 
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Badger Farm Social 
Club 

Your Family Friendly 
 Community Club 

We are a social club for all the 
family hidden within the Badger 
Farm Community Centre, run for 
the Community by the             
community. We always welcome 
new members from the local       
area and have lots on offer for you 
to enjoy. So do come in and see 
what we have to offer! 

Support your club team - join our 
team who compete in league and 
cup matches.  

Darts; both Men's and Ladies 
team‟s who continue to have had 
success promotions (League) and 
Cup wins!  

Pool; Join the Men‟s team who 
play Wednesday‟s. We‟d like to 
recruit new members as well as set 
up a Ladies team.  

Nb. We have FREE pool - every 
Tuesday from 7pm. All Welcome! 

Cribbage; if you are interested in 

joining a team or even want to 
set up a new team, do come in 
and ask the Club. We don‟t bite! 
We can support our teams with 
food in home matches and help 
with transport to other venues.  

Each week we run a meat draw 
with fantastic joints from a local 
butcher. We have Lottery         
machines, weekly Lottery Bonus 
Ball winner and a newly acquired 
League-Standard Football Table.  

Throughout the summer we will 
be running events for cricket,            
including country and                 
international matches. Come and 
support Hampshire! We even 
have the odd club match, should 
you fancy trying out.  

Bank Holiday barbecues are in 
the pipeline so keep your eyes 
peeled, and a big one especially 
for the August Bank Holiday. Other 
events at other times soon to be 
confirmed.  

Come check us out!  

info@bfsc.org.uk 
Membership; Family £30, Single 
£20, Concession £10 

Opening Hours  

Sunday  
12pm - 10@30pm 

Monday - Thursday  

4:30pm - 11pm 

Friday 

4pm—midnight 

Saturday  

Midday - Midnight 

Multiple TV sets showing nu-
merous sporting events from 
Sky and BT including Football, 

Rugby, Cricket, Darts and much 
more.  

With Cider’s, Ale’s, Lager, Guin-
ness and a range of soft drinks 

on offer, this is the place for the 
whole family 

FRIARY BOWLING CLUB 

St Michaels Rd, Winchester 

The Outdoor Season is underway at our club, and we welcome new members, including juniors. 

Mondays and Saturdays are club afternoons from 14.00hrs and the green is open for practise.  Interested in having 
a go, come along a very WARM WELCOME awaits you. 

For further information please contact 

Mrs D Stanning,  

Membership Secretary on 01962 860465 

Email address: info@frairybc.org.uk  
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

Improve your flexibility, hand to eye co-ordination, 
learn to control your temper and get more enjoyment 

out of your life

Tai Chi & Chi Kung
Exercises for all ages

GET FITTER AS YOU GET OLDER!

Tai chi and Chi Kung have been used for centuries to 
improve health and longevity. They can be adapted 

for all ages and abilities and can be seated.

Monday 9.15-10.15am/Thursday 11.30-12.30
St Mark’s Church, Oliver’s Battery

Thursday 3.45-4.45pm
St Faiths Village Hall, St. Cross

Benefits include improvements in

 mobility & joint flexibility
 balance & co-ordination
 stronger legs and back
 immune system
 stress levels
 blood pressure
 chronic conditions e.g. chest and 

circulatory problems

Enquiries to Malcolm
Tel. 07941702267

Email taichienquiries@gmail.com 
www.taichi4healthandwellbeing.com

First Green Party Candidate at recent HCC election 

Max ran as one of the candidates for Winchester       
Downlands, along side candidates for the                      

Conservatives, Liberal Democrats and Labour Parties. See 
full results below. 

“First of all I like to thank everyone who voted for me at 
the Hampshire County Council elections. Having checked 
the results for past elections in the Downlands division 
from 2005, I realised that voters had no Green option to 
vote for. This needed to change and I agreed to stand as 
a candidate. It is encouraging to receive nearly 300 votes 
despite the limited resources for our election campaign in           
comparison to others. This is a first step to give local issues 
of pollution, congestion, lack of public transport, recycling 
and climate change a voice. I am optimistic that our    
increasing presence as Green Party will encourage more 
voters to come to the polling stations in the future (and 
with luck vote Green). I am very interested to hear what 
we can do to help   people locally. 

I am concerned that the new development of              
Winchester Village (many ask why village?) has done too 
little to address traffic issues: no facilities for cyclists, only a 
very narrow path on one side of Romsey Road for          
pedestrians and P&R that is already used to the limit.  

Traffic on Badger Farm Road continues to rise year 
on year causing pollution right on our  doorsteps and 
makes it extremely difficult to cross the road for   
walkers and cyclists. In particular, the junction at    

Oliver‟s Battery Road is of great concern to the people 
living there or walking to school.  

As a cyclist you have to carry your bike down the stairs on 
one side and push it back up on the other or choose to 
cycle amongst the cars via Romsey Road. How would this 
encourage young people to cycle to school or college? I 
can‟t even imagine how a parent with a pushchair would 
manage to go through the subway, not to mention a   
person in a wheelchair. 

People living at the far end of Oliver‟s Battery struggle to 
get to town or Sainsbury‟s if they don‟t have a car. Who is 
can be surprised that less people are using our busses in 
Winchester if the prices are going up and the buses are 
running less frequently? A family pays much more for a 
return ticket into town than for parking and fuel.  

I have a vision of a happy, healthy, sustainable and 
Green Winchester. It can be done. Have a look at our 
website. WinACC has done brilliant campaigning in      
recent years. Contact us or just come along to our     
meetings to find out more.” 

Max Priesmann - Green Party Candidate for County 
Council Winchester Downlands 2017 

ST LUKE’S SENIORS HOLIDAY CLUBST LUKE’S SENIORS HOLIDAY CLUB 

We have been holding the Seniors‟ Holiday Week at St 
Luke‟ Church Centre since 2008.  

The club is open to all residents of Stanmore, Badger 
Farm and Oliver‟s Battery and offers a week‟s holiday      
without having to pack a suitcase. There are 5 days of 
activities, including an outing on the Wednesday.     
Morning coffee, a hot lunch and tea and cake are     
provided each day. We can also offer transport to and 
from St Luke‟s – all included in the very reasonable cost 
for the week. 

Activities over the past years have ranged from talks on 
bee keeping to Tai Chi, a visit from a choir to craft        
sessions. The Holiday Week this year will run from 21st  to 
25th August. If you would like any more  information 
please telephone Pam Turner on Winchester 867828 
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makes it extremely difficult to cross the road for   
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living there or walking to school.  

As a cyclist you have to carry your bike down the stairs on 
one side and push it back up on the other or choose to 
cycle amongst the cars via Romsey Road. How would this 
encourage young people to cycle to school or college? I 
can‟t even imagine how a parent with a pushchair would 
manage to go through the subway, not to mention a   
person in a wheelchair. 

People living at the far end of Oliver‟s Battery struggle to 
get to town or Sainsbury‟s if they don‟t have a car. Who is 
can be surprised that less people are using our busses in 
Winchester if the prices are going up and the buses are 
running less frequently? A family pays much more for a 
return ticket into town than for parking and fuel.  

I have a vision of a happy, healthy, sustainable and 
Green Winchester. It can be done. Have a look at our 
website. WinACC has done brilliant campaigning in      
recent years. Contact us or just come along to our     
meetings to find out more.” 

Max Priesmann - Green Party Candidate for County 
Council Winchester Downlands 2017 

 
 

We want to reduce air pollution to safer         
levels.  Cutting our greenhouse gas emissions and using 
more renewable energy instead of fossil fuels will give 
us cleaner air. People will tread more lightly on the planet 
if we can change the world we live in – the infrastructure 
which affects how we live our lives.  
BREATHE will make it easier to live a lower carbon life.  
What can you do to Back BREATHE 
 Put a BREATHE sticker in your window 
 Create a poster for your street or group using the 

BREATHE template. You might say “Joggers back 
BREATHE”,  “Badger Farm backs BREATHE”, or “Our 
school backs BREATHE” 

 Get your street to display the poster or sticker in 
every window! 

 Like the BREATHE Facebook page and     repost 
BREATHE posts 

 

 Follow BREATHE_Win on Twitter and retweet 
BREATHE tweets 

 Sign up for email notifications of BREATHE actions - 
email BREATHE@winacc.org.uk 

 Create your own BREATHE action - share ideas in 
the Back BREATHE Facebook group 

 Ask about BREATHE priorities when someone knocks 
on your door to ask you to vote for them in 
the general election on 8 June 

 Reply to the Government consultation about Air 
Quality “draft Air Quality Plan "Tackling nitrogen  
dioxide in our towns and cities: A consultation".” by 
15 June, or send your ideas about what you want 
the     Government to do to BREATHE@WinACC 

 Join the Stanmore walking project to improve    
walking routes locally –  

 email: Richard@winacc.org.uk  
 
Posters, stickers and BREATHE pens available from 
BREATHE@WinACC.or.guk. 

On Sunday 30 
April,  Incredible 
Edible    Win-
chester, the 
Food Action 
Group of Win-
chester Action 

on Climate Change (WinACC), 
launched its own community           
allotment, at Edington Road just 10 
minutes‟ walk or a short bus ride from 
Winchester city centre. In addition to 
this exciting news, Incredible Edible 
Winchester are inviting local people 
to join them in digging, sowing,    
planting, harvesting, cooking and 
eating locally grown food. 

Following two years‟ experience of 
growing food in planters at the        
railway station and last year‟s highly 

successful Vertical Garden at the Hat 
Fair, Incredible Edible Winchester has 
spread their green fingers more    
widely in Winchester.  “I‟m learning a 
lot” said Sam Watts, a volunteer with 
the group “and I‟m having fun on the 
allotment – including the frogs!”.    
Anyone who wants to find out how 
easy it is to grow their own food is          
welcome to drop in to one of the    
sessions on Tuesday mornings 9.30-
11.30 or Saturdays 10.00 - 12.  Families 
welcome (children must be              
supervised).  Contact Incredible      
Edible Winchester at 
food@winacc.org, on                       
Facebook - incredibleEdibleWinches-
ter, on twitter @winacc, or ring 01962 
827083 for times, dates and more de-
tails.  

The Incredible Edible Winchester 
team has spent the last couple of 
weeks uncovering a fantastic array of 
rhubarb, raspberries and gooseberries 
from the previous allotment holder. 
Now they are planting parsnips, 

broad beans, pea seeds and 
herbs.  Incredible Edible Winchester 
want to recruit novices and             
experienced growers alike, to learn 
and inspire each other to grow their 
own food. Their aim is to give people 
the confidence to grow their own 
food, and     maybe even start their 
own     allotment with the new friends 
they have made.  

 

If you would like more information 
about WinACC then visit 
winacc.org.uk 

 Photo:  Sam at the Incredible Edible Win-
chester community allotment 

County Council Elections - 
From Cllr Jan Warwick 

 
This May saw all-out elections to 
Hampshire County Council. 
Badger Farm & Oliver‟s Battery 
combine with the areas of 
Compton, Otterbourne, Hursley, 
Shawford, Sparsholt, Crawley, 
South Wonston, Littleton, Weeke 
and Harestock to form the   

County Division of Downlands. I 
was elected to represent    
Downlands as your new County 
Councillor. There was a good 
turn out for all four candidates. 
  
The Conservatives were              
re-elected as the majority party 
across the County of Hampshire 
as a whole and will continue to 
run the authority for the next four 
years. I would like to thank      

everyone who supported me 
and will continue work for all   
residents in both my capacity as 
District and County Councillor. 
In Winchester Downlands 7204 
votes were cast with a 50%     
turnout  as shown opposite 
jwarwick@winchester.gov.uk 

jan.warwick@hants.gov.uk 

Tel: 07712695431 

ST LUKE’S SENIORS HOLIDAY CLUBST LUKE’S SENIORS HOLIDAY CLUB 

We have been holding the Seniors‟ Holiday Week at St 
Luke‟ Church Centre since 2008.  

The club is open to all residents of Stanmore, Badger 
Farm and Oliver‟s Battery and offers a week‟s holiday      
without having to pack a suitcase. There are 5 days of 
activities, including an outing on the Wednesday.     
Morning coffee, a hot lunch and tea and cake are     
provided each day. We can also offer transport to and 
from St Luke‟s – all included in the very reasonable cost 
for the week. 

Activities over the past years have ranged from talks on 
bee keeping to Tai Chi, a visit from a choir to craft        
sessions. The Holiday Week this year will run from 21st  to 
25th August. If you would like any more  information 
please telephone Pam Turner on Winchester 867828 
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VHN DECORATING
Female Decorator

Interior & Exterior Painting & Decorating Services
  
Free no obligation quotes
Competitive prices 
Domestic and Commercial OAP 
discount
Fully insured
Large and small jobs considered All 
Work Guaranteed

Contact: Vicky Nash 
07966 919 965
vhndecorating@hotmail.co.uk

Oliver’s Battery 
Winchester

We are based in Oliver’s Battery, Winchester. 
Specialising in airport  transfers and long distance 
travel.  All drivers are CRB checked by Winchester 
City Council and we offer chaperoning for 
unaccompanied minors. Providing a polite, 
professional service, all vehicles are kept to a very 
high standard.  We use Mercedes E Class cars and 
also have a long wheel base 8 passenger VW 
Transporter, ideal for evenings out, airport or dock 
transfers.  We are happy to discuss all your 
specific requirements.  
All major credit cards accepted in car or via 
phone.
Book online at:

bookings@winchesterexecutivetravel.com

   Tel: 01962 676676 or 07795254193
114 Oliver’s Battery Road South, Oliver’s Battery, 

Winchester, Hampshire, SO22 4HB

 

Computer, Mac or Tablet
Problems?

PCs, Viruses,
Home setups

Gerry Ball IT
Support

Laptops, Macs
iPads Phones

C&S Computers

Call Gerry:
01962 712674

Mob:
07900 845814

Call Colin:
01962 713890

Mob:
07727 481220

Member Hants Buy
With Confidence Qualified engineer

10% discount on labour with Magazine if over ½ hour

● Home Visits
● PC, Laptop, Pads, iPhones
● Systems / Software / Tools
● Fix Windows 7/8/10, Mac OS
● Virus cleans, Security
● Tune Ups, Health Checks
● Broadband & Data Printer 

Sharing
● Upgrades & Hardware
● Cracked Screens
● Data Recovery
● Impartial Advice

Badger Farm Art 
Group 

I have been working 
with the group for 
nearly a year now, 
and we have had a 
super time together.  
We have been     
experimenting with 

some different watercolour techniques, such as 
using cling film and salt to get some exciting      
effects.   We have drawn from still life set ups,      
looking at colours and composition, and we have 
drawn directly from a life model.  All this as well as 
the individual projects which are ongoing .  In fact 
we had had such a positive year, that we have 
arranged an exhibition to show off our work.  Our 
exhibition will be on the weekend of 8 and 9 July, 
from 10.00 – 4.00 at the Community Centre at 
Badger Farm.  Some of the work will be for sale, 
and we are also hoping to have tea and cakes 
available too. 

Please come along with your friends and families 

to have a look at our work. You could maybe buy 
a piece of original artwork and have a cup of tea 
with us. 

Our group runs on a Thursday afternoon, 1.30 to 
4.00.  The cost is £7 per session, pay as you go.  We 
are a friendly group with a variety of experience, 
using a variety of materials and techniques.  The 
first session is a free „taster‟, so there is no pressure 
and no obligation.  If you know anyone who 
would like to join us, please tell them, and do 
come and see our art work at the exhibition. 

FOLKS SINGING            

There is a NEW singing 
group opening in Badger 
Farm Community Centre, 
starting on September 

20th, Tuesdays in term time, 1.30pm-2.45pm. FREE 
first session, no obligation! £5 a week thereafter.
Learn folk songs, mainly from the ‘60s and ‘70s, 
beautifully arranged in 3 and 4 part harmony, voices 
only. With songs by Donovan, Dylan, Peter Paul & 
Mary, The Seekers, Crosby, Stills & Nash, Simon & 
Garfunkel, Bob Marley, Woody Guthrie, Joan Baez 
and many more.  
No experience necessary; all welcome, from shower 
singers to seasoned choir goers!  There’s no need to 
read music as all songs are taught by ear. To find out 
more you can email Jac on jac@folkssinging.com, 
check the website www.folkssinging.com, or 
text/phone on 07941 246685.
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VHN DECORATING
Female Decorator

Interior & Exterior Painting & Decorating Services
  
Free no obligation quotes
Competitive prices 
Domestic and Commercial OAP 
discount
Fully insured
Large and small jobs considered All 
Work Guaranteed

Contact: Vicky Nash 
07966 919 965
vhndecorating@hotmail.co.uk

Oliver’s Battery 
Winchester
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Moving Along With the Olivers Battery Plan 

In March, we sent round our first draft of the Oliver’s Battery Plan (Abridged) to 
every household in Oliver‟s Battery. We pulled ideas together across the range of different Threads we‟d been    
investigating and we shaped these into five broad aims. Here they are: -  

Aim 1 To develop the things we value about living in Oliver’s Battery 
Aim 2 To improve road safety 
Aim 3 To improve local transport 
Aim 4 To maintain, support and develop facilities and amenities 
Aim 5 To develop sense of community and involvement. 

From these broad aims, we identified specific objectives, and from them, more detailed actions. When you first 
read the draft Plan, it may look rather simple but the substance of the Oliver‟s Battery Plan is    securely grounded 
in the views and opinions of our residents.  

The aims, objectives and actions have sprung from the results and responses of the Oliver’s Battery Questionnaire, 
from which we had a remarkable 73% response rate. The questionnaire was written by a representative set of   
people from the community, after the first consultations to interested groups.     Consequently, we can say with 
confidence that our Plan has been developed by Oliver‟s Battery residents and is an expression of community 
opinion.  All our work on the Oliver‟s Battery Plan is supported and advised by Winchester City Council‟s Communi-
ty Planning Manager, Steve Lincoln, who has said our structure and processes of consultation and participation 
are in accordance with national good practice guidelines promoted by Action with Communities in Rural England 
(ACRE), and similar to work undertaken by more than twenty other communities across the District. 

We are writing the final draft of the Plan. Thanks to all of you who gave us feedback on the first draft. We are      
taking your comments on board as we develop our ideas. Our final Plan will need to be expanded, developed, 
illustrated and supported with extracts from the consultation data. We are currently in the process of tidying up 
and triple checking the data itself. Although this is taking some time, we anticipate that the final Plan will be ready 
before autumn. In accordance with good practice, we first intend to present it to the Parish Council for their      
consideration and approval. This is an important stage, as although the Parish Council has supported our work, the 
Oliver‟s Battery Plan is     independent from them. This is standard good practice when developing this kind of 
community Plan. But above all, a community Plan such as ours stands or falls on people getting involved. We have 
some lovely ideas to develop our community - some of them, like the Film Nights and the Golf Club Supper Nights 
are running already, some ideas, like developing a baby-sitting scheme, or running a newsletter, will need           
residents to help develop, implement and deliver any actions they are particularly interested in.  

How can you help? We look forward to hearing from you …..  The Oliver’s Battery Plan Team  

From the desk of Revd Mike Gardner, Vicar of 
St Luke with St Mark, your Parish Churches. 
Greetings as the 'summer' approaches with 
some hesitation.  

We have a number of events you might like 
to support over the next few weeks and of 
course the August 'Holiday' week for senior 
members of our community [21st -25th]. There 
is to be a fund raising Ploughman Lunch with 
stalls on Saturday 17th June, noon to 2.00pm 
in St Marks and an International themed Quiz 
on Saturday 15th July also at St Mark's 
7.00pm. look out for details and posters. 

Members of our churches are opening their 
gardens again over the summer months, a 
good chance to see the grass on the other 

side of the fence and have some tea ad 
cake, and would love you to join them. With 
the possibility of long warm evenings and lazy 
hot days [holidays or holy-days] we should be 
able to find time to reflect upon the wonders 
of creation [why the grass grows more as we 
groan more] and give thanks for the variety 
of life buzzing around us. Many around the 
world have little or to much off what we to 
easily take for granted. I start my 20th year in 
the Parish in June, where has that gone, and 
as there is still a few years left in me I hope to 
see many of you  somewhere sometime over 
the summer ... yours looking forward to a Holy
-day .... Revd Mike 
Revd Mike Gardner 
Vicar St Luke with St Mark Winchester 

Contact: 01962 865240 ~ 
revd.mike@yahoo.co.uk 
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Winchester Horticultural  

Society 
Summer has arrived and you will 
be busy doing the many jobs in 
your garden that you know so 
well. But even experienced       
gardeners seldom now              
everything. We may be able to 
help you widen your                     
horticultural knowledge if, on a 
spare Wednesday evening, 
you decided to join us for one 
of our monthly meetings where 
you can ask questions, exchange 
gardening tips with like-minded 
people and listen to informative 
and interesting talks given 
by expert speakers. This is what we 
have on offer during the Summer 
months: 

Wednesday, 14th June  -  Do you 

sometimes wonder where the 
plants in your garden originate 
from? Mary Holliday-Bishop will be 
giving a talk on plant hunters, in 
particular Sir Joseph Banks and 
Captain James Cook, both of 
whom brought back numerous 
plants from their travels. 

Wednesday, 12th July   -  Many 
gardeners love Dahlias and    
Chrysanthemums and want to 
learn more about how best to 
grow and look after them. Bryan 
Madders will be able to help you. 
He has been a national dahlia 
judge for 30 years and knows a 
thing or two about these          
wonderful flowers. 

Wednesday, 9th August  -  Peter 
Rogers will come to talk to us on 
General Produce for Showing, 
sharing his vast knowledge of the 

topic. So if you are keen 
on entering your flowers and     
produce in local shows, this talk 
will be a must for you. 

As it happens, we will be holding 
our very own Late Summer Show 
at Badger Farm Community     
Centre from 2pm-4pm on           
Saturday, 26th August. It is an 
open show which non-members 
are very welcome to participate 
in. Just ring 01962-275498 to        
request a schedule. 

Our monthly meetings are held at 
the Winchester Club, Churchill 
Room, Worthy Lane, Winchester 
and start at 7.30pm. Visitors £3. 
You can find out more about us 
on our website: 
www.winhortsoc@weebly.com 

We look forward to meeting you. 

 

 

 

 

Winchester Local Group Hampshire and IOW 
Wildlife Trust 

If you would like to know more about Hampshire’s 
wild flowers and butterflies then do come and join us 

on one of our summer events in the beautiful      
Hampshire countryside. Non– members are always 
very welcome.  For further  information about the 

Group please phone Anne on 01962 861182 or email 
atardill2@gmail.com. Alternatively visit the Trust    

website at www.hiwwt.org.uk 
 
Sat 3 June, 10.30 am – 1 pm, Old Burghclere Lime 
Quarry Walk   Enjoy the late spring butterflies (we 
hope for small blue, dingy skipper and others) and 
orchids at this reserve guided by the members who 
help maintain it and record its wildlife. Meet and park 
in the Old Burghclere station farmyard (map ref: SU 
470 578) (in area to the left of the entrance), reached 
by a rough lane, south off minor road through Old 

Burghclere between the manor house and old railway 
bridge.  For further information, please phone Mary 
on 01962 864440 or Mervyn on 01264 358737. Sorry, 
no dogs. Suggested donation £4.  
 
Sat 17 June, 11 am – 3 pm, A Wildlife Walk at 
Broughton Down  Join the Winchester local group 
for a visit to this Trust reserve to see the flowers and 
butterflies and learn about the Trust’s management of 
this chalk downland site. Bring a packed lunch. Meet 
at 11 a.m. at the western end of Buckholt Road, 
Broughton, off the B3084 (map ref SU 301 325). Hilly. 
For further information, phone Mary on 01962 
864440.  Sorry, no dogs. Suggested donation £4.  
 
Sat 5 Aug,  10.30 am - 3 pm, Butterflies and     
Flowers at St Catherine’s Hill  Join Brian Fletcher 
for a walk to see the summer wildlife at this wildlife 
trust reserve. Meet in Parking Area G of the St     
Catherine’s Park and Ride (parking charge applies, or 
use the park and ride bus).  Map ref SU 487 281. 
Post code SO23 9BN. For further details, please    
contact Mary on 01962 864440 or Brian on 01962 
882746 . Bring a packed lunch. Sorry, no dogs.     
Suggested donation £4.  
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Oliver’s Battery WI 
Group  

The ladies of the OB WI continue to 
grow in number with over 60        
attending our April meeting. With 
the approaching AGM this month 
there is a frisson of excitement with 
new members joining the         
Committee and bringing with them 
fresh ideas and new energy. 
Meanwhile a debt of thanks is 
owed from all members to all      
ladies retiring from the current 
Committee and who have done 
such sterling work in providing the 
members with a wonderful          
programme of talks and               
entertainment over the last 12 
months.  

In February we had a most          
interesting talk from a local         

botanist Celia Cox entitled „Plants 
that affect our Life‟. It took no time 
at all for Celia to make us acutely 
aware of just how important plants 
are to our everyday existence, 
from shelter, food, clothing and 
travel.....and to appreciate that 
without plants the human race 
would simply not survive and we 
therefore do need to have huge 
respect for our flora! 

March found us enjoying an        
entertaining and informative talk 
from Mary Farlenza who regaled us 
with anecdotes of the history of 
particular woman who have left a 
legacy of change for women,     
under the heading of „Empowering 
Women‟. It  was a recognition 
(humorous and entertaining) of 
how far women have moved in 
society/life/politics over the       

decades since she was born (70 
years ago). With Spring drawing to 
a close we had a hands on talk 
and demonstration in April from 
the Falconhigh Display team 
based in Hampshire.  Magnificent 
Hawks and Owls were held and 
admired by all of us with a talk on 
their diet, flight and habitat given 
by the staff and the trust between 
bird and trainer was both profound 
and tangible during the evening. 

Visit our Summer Sale on 20th May 
at St Marks Hall where you will find 
interesting jewellery to purchase, a 
tombola of mugs, plants and the 
usual bakery bonanaza! More talks 
and visits will follow. If you are       
interested then please contact the 
president  

Katherine.elsmore@homail.co.uk 

Ann’s Computer Corner 
Browser extensions are little programs that 
extend the functionality of your browser. 
They‟re easy to add (see the great           

instructions on lifewire.com/installing-and-managing-
browser-add-ons-and-extensions-4115522) and can 
make your browser a safer, more productive or more 
fun place. There are thousands available and the 
ones that work best for you will depend on how you 
use the internet. Here are four of my favourites to 
give you ideas. 

uBlock Origin: Adverts are a mixed blessing.          
Reputable sites use advertising revenue to pay for 
valuable content they make available for free. But 
when websites allow the adverts take over, you can 
use an adblocker like uBlock origin to do something 
about it. By default, uBlock is very simple: it hides all 
the adverts on a page. If you decide you want to 
support the website, just a couple of clicks will show 
the ads. uBlock also warns you if you click on a link 
that will take you to one of the questionable sites it‟s 
aware of. 

LastPass: Although there have been some recent 
concerns about security vulnerabilities in password 
managers, the advice is still that “the benefits …    
outweigh the risks” (telegraph.co.uk/technology/0/
safe-use-password-manager/).  I rely on LastPass to 
remember all my passwords; this extension               
automatically pops the right password in the right 
place, allowing me to login with ease. It also          
recognises when I use a new password and will save 
it if required. 

Dream Afar: I love the simplicity of Chrome. But to 
me, the New Tab page takes that simplicity too far 

and is just … boring! To fix that, I‟ve installed Dream 
Afar. The stunning pictures can be set to change       
daily or hourly, while choosing a one-minute update 
interval pretty much guarantees you‟ll see a different 
image each time you open a new tab. Love a      
photo? Download it with a single click and keep it        
forever. Add to that an easily accessible search bar, 
a list of my most visited sites and quick links to my 
Chrome bookmarks, apps and history and you have 
what I think is one of the best new-tab extensions out 
there.  

Save to Pocket: If you‟ve ever found yourself reading 
an article or watching a video when you really 
should be doing something else, just because you‟re 
afraid you won‟t find it again, help is here. A single 
click on Save to Pocket will save the page to a      
read-it-later list at getpocket.com allowing you to 

easily go 
back to it 
when you‟ve 
got some free 
time! 

My other     
favourites    
include 
OneTab and 

Wayback Machine. Share yours in the comments on 
my blog (http://
www.winchestercomputertutor.co.uk/anns-
thoughts). 
   Ann 

Ann is the founder of Winchester Computer Tutor 
(www.winchestercomputertutor.co.uk), offering 
good-value, friendly 1-to-1 tuition for less-confident 
computer users. 

A picture can inspire, can calm or can amuse. And if you 
spend many hours in front of your computer, what better 
showcase for the pictures you love than your desktop? 
Fortunately, Windows makes it really easy to create your 

own exhibition. Here’s how!

The first thing to do is create a folder for your chosen pictures. Open File 
Explorer and navigate to an appropriate place—probably the Pictures 
folder. Right-click and select New > Folder. Give this folder an appropriate 
name, eg Desktop pictures, then close File Explorer. Now right-click 
anywhere on the Desktop and select Personalise. In the dropdown menu underneath Background, select Slideshow. 
Click Browse under Choose albums for your slideshow, navigate to the folder you’ve just created and then click 
Choose this folder. Choose how often you want to change the picture and then Choose a fit—I find Fill usually works 
best. The final tweak I like to make is to click Colours on the right-hand side and then tick the box next to Automatically 
pick an accent colour from my background. 

Now the folder’s ready, it’s time to get some photos in there. The obvious thing to do is to use your own photos so 
you’re constantly reminded of that wonderful holiday, that amazing sporting achievement or the cute antics of your 
cat. Just copy those pictures into the Desktop pictures folder you created earlier and sit back and enjoy.

But what if you just want something different, perhaps views of places you’ve never been? Sites like Pixabay and 
unsplash.com have an amazing variety of quality-controlled, copyright-free photos submitted by the community that 
you can download for free and use for whatever you wish. Just be aware that some of these sites include a few 
sponsored non-free pictures in their search results to help finance themselves.

Personally, I’m currently inspired by the stunning high-resolution images from the Windows 10 lock screen which are 
so easy to download using the SpotBright app from the App Store. Read more about this on 
www.windowscentral.com/spotbright-universal-app-download-those-windows-spotlight. 

Don’t forget that you can ring the changes just by swapping the photos you have in your folder, or by choosing a new 
folder. Feeling stressed? Immerse yourself in some calming beach scenes (unsplash.com/search/tropical-beach). 
Feeling artistic? Show off your Prisma creations (prisma-ai.com/). Feeling festive? Get your desktop “beginning to look a 
lot like Christmas” (pixabay.com/en/photos/?q=christmas).

And on that note, I’d like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very Happy Christmas. If you didn’t get a chance last 
year, enjoy my advent calendar on winchesteradvent.weebly.com/ with a different festive video every day.

   Ann

Ann is the founder of Winchester Computer Tutor (www.winchestercomputertutor.co.uk), offering good-value, 
friendly 1-to-1 tuition for less-confident computer users.

ANN’S COMPUTER CORNER
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Nature Notes from Oliver’s 
Battery Summer 2017 

“The answer lies in the soil”.  These 
words will be remembered by     
older readers who, over fifty years 
ago were fans of the classic     
comedy radio programme 
“Beyond our Ken”. Kenneth        
Williams played the part of farmer   
Arthur Fallowfield whose answer to 
any question was this phrase and 
became incorporated into          
everyday speech. The fact is the 
answer does lie in the soil. How 
would we live without it? All land 
life depends upon it from the tiniest 
micro-organism to the largest land 
mammal. Have you ever          
wondered why you feel so good 
when gardening, digging your    
allotment or walking in the       
countryside? Yes, it is good to be 
surrounded by nature while we    
exercise, it is meditative and       
elemental in connecting us with life 
while we nurture and cherish what 
we grow. However, recent           
research has uncovered another 
reason. Amongst the billion or so 
bacteria in the soil is one named 
Mycobacterium vaccae which 

triggers the release of serotonin a 
chemical in the brain which is a 
natural mood stabilizer with similar 
effects to Prozac. It is also thought 
to improve cognitive function so it 
is good to know that our local 
school actively involves its children 
in growing things in their grounds.  

However, we must not be compla-
cent and take our soil for granted; 
it takes a thousand years to       
generate three centimetres. Since 
mankind evolved from hunter-
gatherers into farmers 10,000 – 
12,000 years ago the human race 
has reaped the benefits of the soil 
so producing large civilisations. But 
in my lifetime our precious soil has 
so rapidly been exploited to        
produce more and more to feed 
an ever increasing world            
population now said to be over 7 
billion that it is becoming so        
degraded that some authorities 
believe that in Britain we only have 
one hundred harvests left. We   
cannot prove this but, if it is true our 
grandchildren‟s grandchildren will 
be the first to   experience our short
-sightedness. In addition to     
providing us with a medium in 
which to grow food soil also        

absorbs carbon dioxide and, if we 
are globally losing 30 soccer fields 
of soil every minute then it is diffi-
cult to see how we can stop an 
increase in global warming. The 
message in a Sanskrit text of C1500 
BC says “Upon this handful of soil 
our survival depends. Husband it 
and it will grow food, our fuel and 
our shelter and surround us with 
beauty. Abuse it and the soil will 
collapse and die, taking humanity 
with it”. 

EU Directives have been beneficial 
to UK wildlife protection so we 
need to give thought to the       
possible outcome of Brexit. A    
General Election looms so now is 
our opportunity to vote for the   
party most likely to retain or          
enhance these. We are fortunate 
in both parishes to have gardens 
where we can husband our soil but 
the fields surrounding Texas Drive 
are a wasteland waiting for      
housing development. If only we 
could cultivate these fields to     
benefit our community as well as 
managing them for wildlife. Maybe 
we could persuade the lapwing to 
return?  Is it pie in the sky? 

Another Rip Roaring Success for Oliver’s Battery 
Community Centre Charity 

 The Little Big Band (who very kindly performed for free) played to a 
sell-out concert at St Mark‟s hall on the evening of Friday 21st April 
where over £800 was raised for the Charity. Over 80 residents enjoyed 
the evening. It was lovely to see our community meeting up,             
appreciating their music and having fun.  
This was the second large fund-raising event and more are in the    
planning stages for the rest of the year. Our grateful thanks are         
extended to all our helpers who put the event together. 
We are very mindful though that St. Mark‟s building is coming to the 
end of its days with Rev. Mike Gardner stating recently that it may 
have to close within the next 5 years. What a pity it would be to see 
this valuable community facility disappear. The charity has been set 
up with the full support of St Mark‟s Church specifically to establish a 
new community centre building on the site. 
We continue to work hard to make this project happen and, whilst we 
have been unable to obtain Parish Council backing at present with 
our application for a small grant turned down recently, we are hopeful 
that our large and ever growing support will persuade them to come 
on board in the near future. 
 Directors 


