
Yes, that one! Well, to the surprise of many residents of Badger Farm and Oliver’s Battery, it is the local Community
Centre and it is there for you to use and enjoy.

The Community Centre is leased by The Badger Farm Parish Council to The Badger Farm and Oliver’s Battery Residents’
Community Association.  It was opened in November 1986. Since that time the Association has encouraged diverse
activities within the building. Groups regularly using its facilities cover a wide age-range from babes-in-arms through to
the more mature, and their activities reflect the diversity of interests enjoyed by our residents, such as art, dancing,
exercise, sport, toddlers/pre-school, special needs and wildlife.  There is also a thriving Social Club open to residents of
both Badger Farm and Oliver’s Battery parishes. Residents of adjacent communities may also be members.

The Community Centre comprises of four major rooms that are available for hire. The rooms can cater for groups of
different sizes and requirements. Included in these is the main hall
(The Battery) which will hold up to 180 people and is suitable for
wedding receptions, christenings, parties or sporting activities. The
Social Club bar can also be hired with the hall.

The wooden floor of The Battery has recently been replaced and it
looks even better now!  Indeed here is photograph of the very first
user group to enjoy the upgrade.  If you want to look around or get
further information, please contact the Booking Secretary, Jan
Dawkins. She is at the Centre from 9:30-2:30 weekdays. Her contact
details can be found below. Alternatively just pop in, the entrance is
off the footpath that connects the Superstore to the major part of
Badger Farm.

We are proud of our Community Centre and its role within our
community. Why not come and join us?

Will Hawthorne, Chairman, Badger Farm and Oliver’s Battery Residents’ Association.

With thanks to the Badminton players  for permission to
interrupt their match!

BF & OB RCA, Badger Farm Community Centre, Badger Farm Road, Winchester, SO22 4QB
Tel. 01962 868630 ~ Email: bfobrca@btinternet.com  ~ Registered Charity No. 279592
Editorial deadline for Summer 2012 issue:



Parish Lengthsmen were employed in Hampshire until the late 1960’s.  They carried out small maintenance tasks to
keep their areas tidy and in good shape.  I am pleased to report that, after many calls for a similar scheme to be
revived, the County Council is funding a pilot scheme in all the parishes in my division.  Eleven Parish Councils will
share the time of a 'Lengthsman' (male or female) who will do jobs which the Parish Council asks him to do.  It gives
the opportunity for jobs to be done in a coherent and timely manner and for the Parish Councillors to prioritise all
those small jobs which sometimes get left out.  I hope that those times when people say to me “why didn't they clear
that footpath when they were here sweeping the leaves?” will be a thing of the past.

As I sit here writing, the snow is once again on the ground. This is the last time I will speak about Grit Bins I hope as
all the ones you requested were put in before the cold weather.  It will be interesting to hear from you about using
the phone number given on the bin and how quickly refilling took place.  It would also be good to know if the bins
have been a good investment so send me good news stories too!

Both Badger Farm and Oliver's Battery have been refitted with energy saving lights.  Not only will this save money
for the County on their energy bills (and that means saving us money too) but it also opens up the night sky to us as
the light is directed downwards.  Although I have had positive comments from people, I have also had some
complaints about the quality of the lights. Yes it is certainly different from the old lights. The white light makes it
easier to pick out colours but because it is directed downwards it rather pools the light in sections.  I think it will take
some getting used to!  If you find the new light is shining in your window then contact the provider and they will
adjust the internal shield to suit you. This is FREE but please don't leave it too long.  When a light is not working it
should be automatically recorded back at HQ and should be mended within 3 working days.

All your Councillors are working to try to improve the current bus services and I am sure they will be reporting
elsewhere.  I am also talking with other County Councillors and Officers to try to put together an evening/night bus
now that Stagecoach has withdrawn all services.  A lot depends on finding funding for this and already the Town
Forum for Winchester has allocated some money.  Unfortunately they don't cover Badger Farm so we will need to
find additional funding for this area. I know that this is important for many of you and I believe that the increase in
drink driving over Christmas may have been because of the lack of buses.

Thank you and welcome to the two people who are sharing the job of helping our children across the busy Badger
Farm Road at school times.  It is a vital service which has always been difficult to fill.

Do contact me to discuss these or any other issues.
Charlotte Bailey ~ 4, Grove Road, Shawford, Winchester, SO21 2DD
01962 713392  or  07711 613560 ~ charlotte.bailey@hants.gov.uk

CAR BOOT SALE: The Carroll Centre will be running a car boot sale at the Winchester Cattle Market car
park on Sunday 26th February 2012.  We are looking for donations of items to be sold on the day to raise
profits for the Carroll Centre or come down and grab a pitch on the day.  Only £7 per car – gates open to
traders from 7.30am.  Please contact the Carroll Centre on 01962 840022 to find out more.  All contributions
welcome big or small!

There’s lots going on at the Carroll Centre every Thursday too :

JOB CLUB runs from 10am-12pm every Thursday (term time only) and can help with online job searches
and applications.  There will also be guest speakers offering advice on CV writing, interview techniques and
accessing childcare.  This is a free service, there’s no need to book just call in and enjoy a hot drink at the
same time.  For more details please contact Rebekah or Shauna on 01962 840022.

COMMUNITY CAFÉ:  Come and join in with our cookery activities for children and see which Change For
Life recipe we are trying out this week.  Café takes place every Thursday (term time only) between 12.15-
2.15pm.  No need to book just turn up and enjoy home cooked meals all for under £3.00.

To find out more about what goes on at The Carroll Centre, telephone 01962 840022.

Registered Charity: 1007973

Do you have some time to spare?  Would you like to help the local community and become one of our much
valued distributors of  Community News?  We are always looking for volunteers.  If you would like to help us,
please telephone Rachel Skinner on 01962 868653 to find out more.  She would be delighted to hear from you
and you will be doing something for the local community!!



Badger Farm Art Group Thursday 1.30pm - 4.00pm Elizabeth Weir
01962 856689

lizabethweir@gmail.com
£5 per person

A  friendly “drop in” art group
providing a “space to paint” in a
relaxed setting. All abilities welcome.

Badger Farm ACOL Club Friday 7.15pm - 10.30pm Roland Richardson
023 8025 1277

£1 visitors
£15 annual

Bridge Club

Brendon Care
Badger Farm Friendly

Group

Alternate
Thursdays

2.00pm - 4.00pm Catherine Fellingham
01962 877772

£3.00 per
session

Friendship for older people. Quizzes,
speakers, outings, afternoon tea. New
members and volunteers
welcome.

Badger Farm Pre-School
Playgroup

Monday to
Friday

Mon.Tues/Wed
9.15am - 3.00pm

Thurs/Fri
9.15am - 12.15pm

Denise Tosdevine
07771 798 474 £3.80 per hour

For children from 3 years to school age.
Great OFSTED results.
Afternoons also available - enquiries to
Denise.

Badminton Thursday 8.00pm - 9.00pm Wendy King
01962 861525

Fun and friendly for any age and
ability. All welcome!

Basics for Birth
Antenatal Classes Thursday 6.30pm - 9.30pm Gill Tipple

07979 750 100 Enquire direct Antenatal Classes held by an experienced
midwife.

Brownies Thursday 6.25pm - 7.45pm
During Term Time

0844 933 1760
11.wincity.brownies@

gmail.com

£25 per Term For girls aged 7 to 10 years.

Eucharist
(Holy Communion) Tuesday 10.00am - 11.00am Rev. Mike Gardner

01962 865240
Church of England Service.
All welcome.

Hampshire Wildlife Trust 2nd Wed. of
the month

7.30pm - 9.30pm Miss Loraine Martin
01962 861182

£2.50 per
meeting

Illustrated talks on wildlife for all.
Contact Loraine for details.

Jo Jingles Tuesday 9.45am - 10.30am
10.45am - 11.30am

Victoria Smith
01489 877278

Music & Movement for children from the
age of 1 year.

Legs, Bums & Tums Monday
Tuesday

9.30am - 10.30am
6.45pm - 7.45pm

Catherine Jones
07990 513 434 £4.00 per class

A fun and friendly class designed to help
keep you fit and toned!

National Federation of
Spiritual Healers

3rd Saturday of
every  month. 10.00am - 12.30pm Christine Davies

01635 868003

Donation Come to our group either for healing or to
find out more about healing, our group
and training courses.

Parents & Tots Thursday 1.30pm - 3.00pm Liz Lindsay
01962 866547

£2 per family
per session

All parents, guardians and child
minders with children aged newborn to 5
years are welcome. Just turn up on the
day!

Slimming World Saturday 9.30am - 11.00am A warm welcome awaits you in your local
group! New members always welcome.

Tea Dance Friday 3.00pm - 4.30pm Ian & Joan Millar
01962 854542

£4 per
session

A chance to practice your Ballroom and
Latin American dances in a  relaxed and
friendly occasion with tea and cakes.

 Weight Watchers Thursday 9.00am - 11.00am
6.15pm - 7.45pm 0845 073 0460 Weekly

meeting fee of
£5.99

Your lifestyle, your choice. With Weight
Watchers you choose the weight loss
approach that works best for you.

Wessex Wargames Club Tuesday 7.00pm - 11.00pm Ian Ackerman
01962 624710

£3 per session
(first session is

free)

Minature wargames and role-playing
games of all periods and genres played.

Winchester Country
Market

Friday 8.30am - 11.00am Mrs Tina Sharpe
01962 855977

Fresh produce, cakes and preserves,
crafts and plants. All welcome!

Winchester
Tae Kwon-Do

Monday
Wednesday 6.30pm - 9.00pm Chris Barrett

023 8026 7771
Membership by

subscription
6.30pm-7.45pm beginners/intermediates
7pm-8.30pm seniors (black belts to 9pm)

Yoga
Monday
Tuesday

Friday

9.30am - 11.00am
5.30pm - 7.00pm
1.30pm - 3.00pm

Chris Wyeth
01962 868346

£35 per 5 week
sessions

Experience the balancing effect of
yoga on mind and body. Stretch and relax
into a healthier life.

This table provides details of some of the activities that take place at Badger Farm Community Centre.
Other hirers may have chosen not to have their details shown above.  If you are looking for an activity and you can’t see it here, please call

Jan, the Bookings Secretary on 01962 868630 for more information.



Stanmore Primary School
Be the best that you can be...

Bootiful Beaulieu...!  Our Spring term had hardly begun when 30 excited Year 5 children boarded the coach
for their residential week at the Out of Town Centre in Beaulieu.  During their time on the farm, the children fed
and mucked out the animals, built survival shelters in the forest, followed a stream from its source and learnt all
about posture and correct behaviour from a Victorian Governess at Palace House. The weather was
exceptional for January, mild and dry for nearly the whole week.  During one sunny spell, the children were
standing in a forest clearing in their t-shirts watching a Harris Hawk literally swooping over their heads – an
experience they are unlikely to forget for some time....
It’s a hoot at Stanmore.... Pupils in Year 1/2 have also been finding out about birds of prey although they
have been concentrating on Owls rather than Hawks.  They’ve been reading ‘The Owl who was Afraid of the
Dark’ which as the title suggests is about an owl who does not like the dark AT ALL.  As Lou Ritchie from the
Hawk Conservancy explained, this is very unusual, as Owls enjoy the dark and twilight hours, using it to hunt
for their food. They glide through the night air on silent wings and their incredible hearing allows them to pin
point the frightened heart beat of a mouse, who is desperately trying to escape their sharp talons....
Putting their new found knowledge of nocturnal animals to good use, the children designed their own animal
and invited their parents to join them on a night walk around the school grounds to view their art works.
Party, Party!  Parents at the Catkins party could have done with an Owl’s night vision as they tried their best to
‘Pin the Tail on the Donkey’ whilst wearing a blind fold and feeling dizzy! This traditional game was just one of
the activities that our Reception children selected for their parents party in the school hall. They had been very
busy before-hand, shopping for all the food in Sainsbury’s, and preparing pizzas and other party snacks. Their
trip to Pizza Express in Winchester ensured that they were all expert chefs and with musical statues and a
prize for the best dancing parent, a great time was had by all!
Are you in or out or on or off? Our older pupils have also been busy too.... Year 3/4 pupils braved the
‘Dragon’s Den’ to present their ideas for new board games.  Successful entrepreneurs went on to design their
games and invite their parents into school for an afternoon of ‘playing the game’.  And as Year 5/6 have been
finding out, life wasn’t always easy if you were married to King Henry VIII – divorce was the least of your
worries –much better to try and hang onto your head!  A visit to King John’s house in Romsey really made the
subject come to life.
These are just some of the highlights from a busy first half term at Stanmore.  For details of all the latest
happenings at school, visit our website at: www.stanmore.hants.sch.uk
And if you would like to visit the school, please call 01962 852941 to make an appointment. Our Head, Mrs
Amanda Jones would be delighted to show you round.

Oliver’s Battery WI meet on the third Tuesday of the Month at St Mark’s Church, Oliver’s
Battery at 7.45pm. We are a friendly group of mixed ages, run a monthly book club, Knit
and Natter group and regular craft and cookery workshops.  Our programme for the next
three months includes:

 21 February - The History of Make-up
 20 March  - How & Why I became a Midwife
 17 April  - Birthday Meeting: Organic Farming, Laverstoke Park Farm

If you would  like to join us for an evening please contact our President, Sue Atrill on Winchester 620029.



www. WINLOCKS.com
Winchester’s Mobile Locksmith

Locks           UPVC
General Security

 Contact - 01962 849 426
  Mobile - 07944 355 000

   MLA trained & certified      CRB checked        Insured

Maid Marian
PROFESSIONAL DOMESTIC SERVICE

High quality domestic services Guaranteed
One less thing to think about

We can help.

Call us if you want a friendly, reliable service.

Regular cleaning and end of tenancy cleaning      One off spring cleans

Washing and ironing                Carpet cleaning

Building maintenance including painting and Decorating   Shopping

Telephone : 01962 736713
Email enquiries@maidmariancleaners.co.uk

Web: www.maidmariancleaners.co.uk



The National Osteoporosis Society offers support to people with
osteoporosis and their families and carers through a range of
detailed information booklets and leaflets, a national telephone
helpline and a network of regional support groups.  The helpline is
staffed by osteoporosis nurse advisers and is open between
9.00am and 5.00pm Monday to Friday.  The local Winchester
group hold informal, alternate monthly meetings on the first
Thursday of the month at the Physiotherapy Gym, Level B
Nightingale Wing, Royal Hampshire County Hospital, Romsey
Road, Winchester from 7.30pm to 9.00pm.  For more information
telephone 01962 864019 or 01962 867092.  All are welcome.
Meetings up to June include:

5th April ~ Diet/Nutrition ~ Speaker, Naomi Ogden, Dietician.
Information and advice on diet and osteoporosis.

14th June ~ Primary care perspective on treatment of
Osteoporosis.  NOTE: this is the second Thursday of June.
Speaker, Dr P Beanlands, General Practitioner.  What are the
influences in treating osteoporosis in the community?

Also on 14th June ~ Group Fundraising Event.  There will be a sale
of plants, cakes and a raffle at the evening meeting.  All Welcome.

GET HAMPSHIRE SINGING EVENT
Help us celebrate the “Get Hampshire
Singing” event.  Everyone is welcome on
Monday 19 March 2012 from 11.00am
to 2.30pm in the Ashburton Hall, Central
Winchester for the over 55’s facilitated
by Sing for your Life.  The cost is £5 per

person including lunch and refreshments.  Help may be
available with transport.  Contact Abigail Walton on
abigail.walton@hants.gov.uk or telephone 01962 846022
for tickets and further information.

Come along and join us in our celebrations
on Friday 9th March and see what we do
and sell between 8.30am and 11.00am in

The Battery Hall in Badger Farm Community Centre.  We
offer a wide range of services including food parcels
delivered throughout the country.  If you have a special
event or young adults who need feeding when away
from home, we can deliver a variety of food.  Call us on
01962 866340 for more information.

WINCHESTER COUNTRY
MARKET’S 60th BIRTHDAY!

 Dear Friends and Neighbours
Spring days and new fresh growth all around us in creation draws our hearts and minds onto the promise of summer
time, but first we must celebrate Easter.  Across the Christian church this is a period that one experiences by revisiting
the events of that last week in Jesus’earthly life and coming again to His resurrection and the promises He offers to
all that seek to follow His ways and teaching.   If you would like to seek Him out then please join us this Easter or
speak with me in person.  We are looking to hold a Confirmation Service in June and the preparation for that might
prove useful to you.  You also might like to try the ‘New’ last Sunday of the Month ‘All Welcome Service‘ at 10.00am
in St Luke’s and/or the 11.15am ‘Service for All’ at St Mark’s on 1st and 3rd Sundays, both are informal and user
friendly for all ages and worship experiences.

Yours as ever in Christ ...... Mike

THE PARISH OF ST LUKE WITH ST MARK
WINCHESTER

Caring for the Communities of
Badger Farm, Oliver’s Battery & Stanmore

From the desk of Rev’d Mike Gardner, Vicar of St Luke’s Stanmore with St Mark’s Oliver’s Battery
St Luke’s Vicarage, Mildmay Street, Winchester SO22 4BX.

Tel. 01962 865240 ~  revd.mike@yahoo.co.uk

Maundy Thursday 5th, the Last Supper
10.00am St Mark’s Communion with address
 7.00pm St Luke’s Communion with address

Good Friday 6th, Proclamation of the Cross
10.00am St Mark’s Service for All
11.00am St Luke’s All Welcome Service
 2.00pm St Mark’s Prayers before the Cross

Saturday 7th

 7.00pm St Luke’s Meditation hour before the Tomb

8th April Easter Day, Celebration of ‘New Life’ for All
08.00am St Mark’s Holy Communion
09.30am St Luke’s Parish Communion
11.15am St Mark’s Service for All
6.30pm St Mark’s Easter Praise service

1st April Palm Sunday,
with blessing and distribution of Palm Crosses
08.00am St Mark’s Holy Communion
09.30am St Luke’s Parish Communion
11.15am St Mark’s Service for All
 6.30pm St Luke’s said Evening Prayer

Monday 2nd

 7.00pm St Mark’s Communion with address

Tuesday 3rd

10.00am Badger Farm Community Centre Communion
 7.00pm St Mark’s Communion with address

Wednesday 4th

7.00pm St Mark’s Communion with address

HOLY WEEK SERVICES



Pre-School Learning
Alliance accredited

MARTIN TURVEY

Professional Cleaning Services

MARTIN TURVEY

Professional Cleaning Services



“Anxiety is a horrible experience, but this was relieved by your service.
I thank you from the bottom of my heart for the uplift you provided and the extreme

kindness you showed me.”

Being in hospital can be a bewildering and anxious time for people – not only adjusting to the medical
environment and their specific reason for being there, but also coping with being away from loved ones,
familiar surroundings and normal day-to-day routines.  Taking people’s minds off why they are in hospital,
making time for a chat, minimising any feelings of loneliness and isolation, and helping the time pass
more pleasantly, are all things we at Winchester Hospital Radio try to do to help patients.  Having a
friendly conversation and hearing favourite music can be a tremendous boost to mood and wellbeing.

A small volunteer-run charity, Winchester Hospital Radio has been providing a ward visiting and
broadcasting service for patients at the RHCH since September 1984. We have no paid staff – everyone
involved in the charity is a volunteer.

Local Badger Farm resident, Tom Shorter, volunteers with Winchester Hospital Radio, visiting patients one
afternoon each week. Tom said: “There are times when it is better to be doing something useful rather
than dwelling on one’s own misfortunes. I find being part of the team at Winchester Hospital Radio is a
very rewarding way to give something back. People are generally appreciative that you are taking the
time to stop and chat, and our visits are particularly welcome by those patients, who sadly have no other
visitors”.

Our team at Winchester Hospital Radio are engaged in a number of volunteering roles: visiting patients;
broadcasting programmes (often directly from the wards themselves); researching and writing features;
cataloguing music in the library; fundraising; publicity; engineering and I.T.

If you enjoy meeting people, are comfortable within a hospital environment, and are looking for a
rewarding volunteering role where you can really make a difference in your local community, please get in
touch. Contact Winchester Hospital Radio’s Ian Kemp or Anna O’Brien on 01962 824343 or via email to:
whr@whr.org.uk Thank you.

Anna O’Brien, Chairman
Winchester Hospital Radio ~ Registered as a charity in England & Wales, No. 290553

WINCHESTER HOSPITAL RADIO –
A SOUND REMEDY…

I am very pleased to welcome the Velvet No2 bus which is providing a very good reliable service to Oliver’s Battery
residents.  Please use it as often as you can to make sure we don’t lose it again.  If we have enough support we
may even be able to ask for a later return journey from Winchester in due course.

Residents who use the footpath at the top of Broad View Lane to get on to the main footpath have been horrified to
see how brutally the trees and vegetation have been cut back. Charlotte and I, with members of the Parish Council,
met an HCC officer on site to discuss the problem.  It was agreed that the site has been left in an unacceptable mess
and that the area will now be cleared properly.  The vegetation should soon regenerate but, if not, we will go back to
the council and ask for replanting in the autumn.

I am very grateful for the public spirited action of a resident who noticed someone digging on the bronze age bowl
barrow on the field to the west of Texas Drive. The individual had clearly been working at it for some time, as when
challenged by a WCC planning enforcement officer the excavation was 20 feet deep! The police have also been
involved, as disturbance to an ancient site is a criminal offence.

Please use the 101 police number if you see anything suspicious or unusual.  It is also important to report things like
persistent parking or cycling on pavements. There may not be any immediate response but if there are many such
instances the police will take action.

As part of the local Diamond Jubilee celebrations I am organising a fun competition for a Portrait of HRH Queen
Elizabeth, .  Any materials can be used and there will be five prize categories; - up to 5 years,
6-9 years, 10-13 years, 14–17 years and 18+. Closing date for entries will be Sunday 20th May.  Please include
a separate piece of paper giving name, address, contact details and age where appropriate.

Cllr. Lynda Banister
01962 853791 ~ lbanister@winchester.gov.uk ~ 4 Pine Close, Oliver’s Battery, Winchester, SO22 4JX



WITH THIS VOUCHER

PLUS GREAT DEALS ON TYRES, EXHAUSTS
BRAKES  CLUTCHES & ALLOY WHEELS

www.bestautocentres.co.uk
CARS COLLECTED FROM YOUR HOME IF REQUIRED

£20 OFF MOT OR SERVICING

CHICKENHALL LANE, EASTLEIGH - 02380 620200
WINCHESTER TRADE PARK (next to Tesco) - 01962 866977



The buses still continue to be a problem both in Badger Farm and Oliver’s Battery. The No 2 service is now being run
by the Velvet company who are running a reduced service but are keeping to time.  Unfortunately there is no early
morning or afternoon service.  I am sure that we wish them well with the new service.  The No 5 service to Badger
Farm is still giving us problems with the time keeping although it has improved in the last few weeks and I hope this
will continue.

Many Badger Farm residents are very unhappy about the loss of evening buses.  Local resident and HCC County
Councillor Brian Collin has reported that proposals for a late evening/night bus are gaining ground.  “The Town
Forum has agreed to reserve £10,000 in its budget to support a night/late evening bus service. This would go a long
way to providing a Thursday, Friday and Saturday service.   We are hoping to have some sort of figure of eight service
that runs with just one bus twice an hour and finish as late as possible - probably at midnight”.

The Pitt Manor development has now been given the go ahead which many people are disappointed with.  Whilst it
will provide some much needed affordable housing no thought has been given to the infrastructure required for this
size of development.  We all have been made aware of the shortage of school places in the area and this will only
add to it.  Your local Councillors are also worried about the increased congestion on the roads and the effect this will
have on both Oliver’s Battery and Badger Farm residents, particularly the junctions with Badger Farm Road. This
will also increase the problems on Romsey Road as well.  I will be making representations about this.

Over the last few months we have seen an increasing number of problems with people parking on the verges and
footpaths. This should be reported to the Police by dialling 101.  Would everyone who parks on the estate show some
consideration to others.

I would like to thank Sainsbury’s for their prompt response to the request to repair the footpath outside the
Community Centre.  I am sure everyone has noticed the difference.

I hope that everyone will support the Jubilee events that are advertised in this issue and I look forward to seeing you
there.

To help me represent you I’d like to know your views on both the Bus and Pitt Manor issues so please email me.

Brian Laming ~ Email bllaming@winchester.gov.uk ~ Tel. No. 05600753297 or 07973 265028

07795254193
We are a family run business based in Oliver’s Battery,
Winchester specialising in carrying passengers to and
from all major ports and airports in UK, including
chaperoning unaccompanied minors for which we are
cleared by Hampshire County Council.

  · We take pride in offering a prompt efficient
  service with a choice of vehicles to suit
  differing needs.
  · Both male and female drivers available.
  · Going on a cruise? Our MPV can carry up to 8
  people and their luggage with ease.
 · For Weddings and special occasions we also
  have a Bentley Arnage.
  · School Proms and theatre trips, days out to the
  races etc. we are happy to discuss all your
  specific requirements.
  · All major credit cards accepted.

www.winchesterexecutivetravel.com

Tel 07795254193



T2BCleanersltd
Friendly, Reliable service

Regular cleaning
Washing/ Ironing
Spring Cleaning
One off cleaning

End off tenancy cleaning

Hourly Rates or Price work

Contact Natasha: 07905362891
Email: t2bcleaners@gmail.com

We hope you are full of the joys of Spring and ready to tackle jobs in the garden. However, on the
odd rainy day, when it's too wet to spend the evening working out of doors and it happens to be a
Wednesday, we have a brilliant alternative - our monthly meetings which are always interesting,
informative and entertaining.

March 2012 (Wednesday 14th) Our AGM will be followed by a talk by Polly Whyte about the Itchen Navigation Project.
Our Mini Spring Show featuring daffodils and narcissi will be held on the same evening.

April 2012 (Wednesday 11th) Ray Broughton from Sparsholt College will give a talk on "Pests and Diseases and Their
Control". He is a mine of information and you are bound to learn something new.

May 2012 (Wednesday 9th) Dennis Bright, a well-known local photographer, will pay us a welcome return visit. His talk
and invariably excellent photography will focus on wildlife.

Our meetings are held at the Winchester Club, Churchill Room, Worthy Lane, Wincheser and start at 7.30pm. You can
find out more about us on our website: www.winchesterhorticulturalsociety.hampshire.org.uk

ADVANCE NOTICE:
Our annual Plant Sale will take place on Saturday, 19th May, at the Brooks Shopping Centre, 9.30am-2.30pm

A warm welcome awaits you in your local group.  New members are always welcome so, come along
and join!  The group meets at Badger Farm Community Centre, Badger Farm Road

(next to Sainsbury’s) every Saturday morning at 9.30am.
If you would like more information, please telephone Steve on 07788 683 077



The Winchester District of the Trust meets at Badger Farm Community Centre on the
second Wednesday of the month until April.  Admission for meetings is £2.50 which
includes tea or coffee.  For further information call Loraine on 01962 861182.

Wednesday 14 March ~ 7.30pm ~ “A Wildlife Ramble through the Seasons” ~ An illustrated talk by Brian
Petit on local wildlife.

Wednesday 11 April ~ 7.30pm ~ “Mrs Tiggywinkle - Or things that go bump in the night” ~ An illustrated talk
by Chris Matcham on hedgehogs.  There will be a brief District Group Annual Meeting prior to the talk.
The District Group also have monthly outdoor meetings as follows:

Saturday 17 March ~ 10.00am - 1.30pm ~ Birding at Lower Test Marshes lead by Roger Clark.  Meet outside
the Salmon Leap pub in Testwood Lane, Totton.  No dogs please.  Bring a snack if you wish.

Sunday 15 April ~ 10.00am - 2.30pm ~ Birding in Spearywell Woods lead by John Clark.  Meet at Mottisfont
Village Hall car park.
For further details of the two birding meetings call Mary on 01962 864440.  Wear stout shoes and warm
clothing.  Suggested donation £2.00.

Sunday 6 May ~ 4.15am ~ Listen to the dawn chorus with John Clark at Shawford Down and along the
River Itchen.  Meet at Shawford Down car park near Shawford Station.  Further details from Loraine on
01962 861182.

Wednesday 9 May ~ 6.30pm ~ A walk around Winchester City Centre to study its trees led by Ivan Gurdler,
Winchester City Council Tree Officer.  Meet at the west front of the Cathedral. Book your place with Anne
on 01962 881312.  Suggested donation £2.00.

Classes in Badger Farm, Fareham, Hedge End, Littleton, Droxford & Winchester
For details call Victoria on 01489 877278

Email home@victoria-smith.co.uk www.jojingles.com/winchester

Develop your
child’s

• Social Skills
•     Language
•     Confidence
•     Listening Skills
•     Co-ordination
•     Imagination

Jo Jingles
is Here!

For Music, Singing & Movement Classes
For children ages 3 months to 5 years

Parties and Nursery Sessions also available
NO JOINING FEE!

PILATES CLASSES AT
BADGER FARM

COMMUNITY CENTRE

Jenny Forster – 07929 624 526
Wednesday – 9.30am-11.45am
Thursday – 9.30am-11.45am

Friday – 9.30am-10.30am
Term Time Only

Jan Davies – 07904 187 257
Wednesday – 1.00pm-2.00pm

Term Time Only

Caroline Smith – 01962 850592
Wednesday – 5.30pm-6.30pm

Term Time Only

Fiona Marsland – 01962 878886
or 07912 601 126

Friday – 10.45am-1.00pm

YOGA CLASSES AT
BADGER FARM

COMMUNITY CENTRE

Chris Wyeth – 01962 868346
Monday – 9.30am-11.00am
Tuesday – 5.30pm-7.00pm
Friday – 1.30pm-3.00pm

Term Time Only

Yoga ACE – Peter Symonds College
01962 886166

Tuesday – 1.45pm-3.15pm
Term Time Only

Louise Kirby – 01962 854003
or 07815 458 353

Monday (various) – 6.30pm-8.00pm
(enquire direct for details)

Term Time Only



Oliver’s Battery School currently has 216 children on roll in 8 classes.

Highlights and recent events
New Recruit!
We are delighted to welcome our new Head Mrs Sue Mudie to our school community.  She joined our team in
January and has been busily getting to know everyone.  We are all looking forward to working together.

How to train your dragon!
Luckily the ones that we recently met in Badger Class were bearded dragons, an Australian reptile. We were very
grateful to our visitor Mr McDowell who bought in these fascinating creatures to show to the children.  We asked
lots of interesting questions and found out about their habitat and what they need to eat and drink.

Vets at Large
Our reception children would like to say a huge “thank you” to the team at Stable Close Veterinary Clinic on St Cross
Road, Winchester.  They very kindly donated a great selection of resources and equipment for our role play area. The
children are happily enjoying the new play opportunities with all the gowns, posters, leaflets, empty medicine bottles,
operating equipment and syringes.

Christmas Fair
As always the children, staff worked hard making many lovely gifts which were sold at the Christmas Fair. FOBS
fantastic commitment made this another successful fundraiser giving the school around £800 profit.

Singing Stars
Miss Wakefield took a large group of our children to Sainsbury’s in the run up to Christmas to entertain the busy
shoppers with carols and they raised nearly £200.  Special thanks to Miss Wakefield and the parents who supported
the event, but most importantly the children who represented our school so well and sang beautifully. More recently,
our singing fundraisers have been performing for an extended run back at their favourite venue; each of our Key stage
2 classes has had a turn bringing some warmth and a smile to passers by. This time we have raised over £400 towards
our residential trips.

Competition Winners
Oliver’s Battery Pre-School are delighted to announce that they WON the NatWest Community Force Initiative!  They
would like to thank everyone in the school community for voting for them.  Winning the competition has resulted in a
prize of £6,250 which will go towards funding the cost of the new Pre-School building.  They are really excited about
this news and thanked everyone who pulled together to work tirelessly to achieve this wonderful prize.

We would love to show you around our school and grounds.
Come and find out what we can offer your child.

Please give us a call on 01962 869496 if you would like to find out more.
For up to date news and information visit our website at www.oliversbattery.com

Come along and enjoy our friendly and
effective classes. The classes combine cardio and
conditioning work and are suitable for all abilities.
Improve your body shape and improve your fitness
levels. Monday mornings 9.30-10.30 (termtime
only) and Tuesday evenings 6.45-7.45 at Badger
Farm Community Centre..  Other daytime classes
available at different venues.   Cost of class £4.00
per session. Any enquiries to Catherine Jones
07990 513434 or cathjones@talktalk.net Fully
qualified Aerobics Instructor and member of REPS
Register Of Exercise Professionals.

With almost all of Badger Farm and some
areas in Oliver’s Battery still not covered

by a NW scheme, we would love to hear from you if you
would be interested in knowing more about
Neighbourhood Watch and how your community are
missing out on the many benefits.  Please contact me
for more information:  Sandie Vining  (Area
Representative) on 01962 865384 or Email:
sandievining@btinternet.com

Please note that whilst every care is taken to see that dates, times and
other details are correctly stated, we can take no responsibility for any

loss or damage incurred for whatever reasons, nor can we take
responsibility for the printing or goods and services offered within.



As I write this article it’s minus 5 degrees, but as you read it hopefully you will be enjoying the early
spring weather and looking forward to summer.

The Parish Council is very keen that as a community we can come together to celebrate our Queen’s
Diamond Jubilee during the weekend of 2nd and 3rd June. Please put these dates in your diary and
also let us know if you are planning a street party on the two bank holidays so that we can promote
it on our website www.oliversbatteryparishcouncil.gov.uk or twitter@oliversbatteryp

On Saturday our ‘party on the green’ will be an opportunity to get together with some friends, sit
back and enjoy some food and music. It’s very informal, just bring something to eat/cook on the
barbeque and drink and then sit back and relax. By the way, do you know any good musicians
who can entertain us? If so let me know at chairoliversbattery@gmail.com

On Sunday, David and Carolyn from the Old Kennels have kindly agreed to open their beautiful
garden for a cream tea event. Let’s hope we have fine weather for you to walk around and then
enjoy some refreshments and perhaps buy some local honey (from Oliver’s Battery bees!).

Have you tried the Velvet Buses? Certainly more modern and comfortable, but they are not being
well used.  We must try and make an effort to use them, I know the service is not as frequent as we
would like but that’s all the County were prepared to subsidise. The danger is we will lose our
service completely if they are not used.

Despite rising costs of simply running the Parish we have managed to restrict our precept rise again
to £700 which works out at approximately £1 per household or to put it another way it’s just over 2
pence a week.

Lastly, St. Mark’s Church which has been the community meeting place for many of our local groups
is in desperate need of modernisation.  One option under discussion at the moment is whether it
could be handed over to a local charity made up of local residents to run and maintain. Rev. Mike is
urgently seeking people who would be prepared to join such a charity and would welcome hearing
from you. Contact him on revd.mike@yahoo.co.uk or telephone 01962 865240.

Terry Morris ~ Chairman ~ Oliver’s Battery Parish Council
www.oliversbatteryparishcouncil@hants.gov.uk ~ twitter@oliversbatteryp



Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday – 9.00-3.15
Thursday and Friday – 9.00-12.30 (we may offer a Thursday pm session if there is a
demand for this)
We now offer various drop-off and collection times. Children can attend a morning,
afternoon or all-day session.

Staff to child ratio 1-6 over three and 1-4 under three

We are situated in the beautiful landscaped grounds of Oliver’s Battery Primary School in our own
purpose built building and have an all weather outdoor play area with play equipment. Our staff are all
qualified in childcare to a high standard and have many years experience of working with children. We
have an open door policy and welcome all children regardless of what school they will attend.

We provide a safe and stimulating environment for all children to develop at their own pace and operate
a key-worker system. We were inspected by OFSTED in February 2009 and rated as “Outstanding.” To
view the whole OFSTED report, visit the website www.ofsted.gov.uk or collect a copy from the Pre
School.

“Children’s needs are met very well and they thoroughly enjoy their time in the setting.”
“Excellent learning opportunities help to meet the needs of all children and keep them

actively engaged.”
“The capacity to maintain continuous improvement is excellent because of rigorous monitoring of

children’s progress and of their activities to ensure that these meet children’s needs.”

Each child is entitled to 15 free funded hours a week (for 38 weeks a year) from the term after their
third birthday. For non funded children our fees are £4 per hour. Payment can be made weekly,
monthly or termly. Please contact Jackie Johnston for further details on 07941 796 958.

 We are holding a Community Bake-Off Competition to raise funds for our new building and would love to see as
many people as possible taking part.  The event is taking place on  at the

. You can either create a mouth-watering masterpiece for the competition or come and buy something
yummy to take home (or both)!  Entry is £1 per category and there will be prizes awarded for the winners. You
should bring your entry to the Community Centre at 10.00 am on the day. The goods will then be put on sale from
11.00 am when judging has taken place.

If you would like to enter, please fill in the entry form below and return it to Badger Farm Community Centre, The
Carroll Centre or Oli’s Coffee House by

For further information, please contact Karen Andrews on 01962 890380 or email m.andrews04@tiscali.co.uk

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

.

Name

Telephone No.

Email Address

CATEGORY I WOULD LIKE TO ENTER:
Children’s Competition - Decorated
Biscuits or Fairy Cakes - Age 5 and under
Children’s Competition - Decorated
Biscuits or Fairy Cakes - Age 6-11
Victoria Sponge
Savoury Treat - eg. Quiche, pie, pizza
Decorated Large Cake



VHN DECORATING
Female Decorator

Interior & Exterior Painting
& Decorating Services

Free no obligation quotes
Competitive prices
Domestic and Commercial
OAP discount
Fully insured
Large and small jobs considered
All Work Guaranteed

Contact: Vicky Nash
07966 919 965

email: vhndecorating@hotmail.co.uk
1 Plovers Down, Oliver’s Battery,
Winchester, Hants. SO22 4HH

Our MOT bay is
now open.

Book online or
phone.

● MOT work
● air-conditioning
● exhausts
● clutches
● brakes
● timing belts
● services
almost on your

doorstep ....

Enmill Lane, Pitt, Winchester  - 01962 840 144
www.derekosgood.co.uk

New MOT bay!

Mobile
Beauty Treatment
For more details call

Karen
On

07732 761030
Waxing.

Tantruth Spray Tan.
Eylash/brow tinting.

Eyelash perming.
Manicures/pedicures.

Bridal makeup.

AS PART OF FAIRTRADE
FORTNIGHT THE

FAIRTRADE GROUP IN THE
PARISH OF ST LUKE WITH ST MARK WILL BE

HOLDING :

A BIG BREW COFFEE MORNING  AT
ST MARK’S, OLIVER’S BATTERY

ON SATURDAY 3RD MARCH
 FROM 10.00 TO 12.00

HOMEMADE CAKES ~  FAIRTRADE GOODS
TEAS AND COFFEES

TRAIDCRAFT BIG BREW

The Winchester Fibromyalgia Support
Group meet monthly on Mondays at
Badger Farm Community Centre from 10.30am
to 1.30pm.  This is a friendly support group
open to sufferers of FM/CFS and their partners,
family and carers.  For more information please
call 0845 3452678.  Their meeting dates for the
the beginning of 2012 are as follows:

19 March ~ 16 April ~ 21 May



Well the snow is finally here, as I am writing this we are getting the first snow of the winter; let’s hope that the
roads are treated as efficiently as last year.

There have been a few changes on the estate in the last few months, the most noticeable of which are the new
lighting columns. These have been received with mixed reviews, the light pollution has certainly been reduced,
but conversely there are many areas that have been left in deep shadow causing some residents concern
regarding safety.  The lighting issue will only get worse when the trees are in leaf, and the Parish Council will
monitor the situation and talk to the County about remedies.

The long awaited picnic bench has now been installed at the top end of Whiteshute Ridge and will hopefully be
well used in the warmer months.  I would ask all who use this facility to please take their rubbish home with
them, as there are no rubbish bins on the Ridge and no one to clear up after them.  The bench that was
formerly on this spot has been relocated to the bottom of the Ridge just above Ivy Close.

Still on the subject of Whiteshute Ridge, the Parish has overseen the replacement of the ancient hedge line
that was removed by Scottish and Southern Electricity.  We took advice on the mixture of trees and the
existing hedge line has been replicated.

We hope to have some celebrations to mark the Queens Diamond Jubilee, possibly a beacon to join in with
the National chain of beacons, especially as the Ridge can be seen from most parts of Winchester.

We have appointed a new contractor to maintain Whiteshute Ridge and we are joining the new Parish
Lenghtsman scheme, which will provide some contractors’ time for general maintenance around the estate.

Going back to the new lighting, if you are aware of any damage to the fabric of the estate that was caused by
the lighting contractors, please let me know so we can ensure they make the appropriate repairs.

Once again, I would ask any of you that have any ideas for the Parish to come along to our meetings that are
held on the second Monday of the month in the Bushfield Room in the Community Centre.

John Godbold ~ Chairman Badger Farm Parish Council
johnrgodbold@hotmail.com

Do you have a computer at home ?
- does it need fixing or upgrading ?
- is it running slowly or unreliably ?
- worried about computer viruses  ?
- need internet broadband ? wifi ?
- need help using your software ?

Why Use Me ?
- local, expert, affordable
- fully qualified, industry trained
- I explain things simply and clearly
- lots of local references
- I give honest and impartial advice

HOMEHELP COMPUTER SERVICES
Truly Local, Fully Qualified, Plain Speaking PC Help

No call out charge - very affordable rates
I live in Ollie B and also serve Badger Farm, Winchester, Central Hants

Mobile: 07940 870108    Home/office: 01962 843453
Email: support@homehelpcomputer.co.uk

Web: www.homehelpcomputer.co.uk



The subject of primary school places in Winchester stirs passionate feelings, and as a parent of two
pre-school age children myself, I am right with you on that one.

Winchester needs to find an additional 80 primary places to meet demand this September.  That figure drops a little
over the next three years but we still face a deficit in available places.  The short-term answer seems to be a slew of
temporary classrooms across the city and St Peter’s will take an additional 15 pupils (turning an IT suite into a
classroom) making it a two-form entry school.

I share the anxiety of school and parents that, while this solution may solve the problem in the immediate, the effect
on existing school infrastructure is far from ideal.  Of course we cannot turn children away altogether this coming
September, and no-one is suggesting that, but we clearly need a plan to ensure temporary solutions mean just that.

That is why I am pushing so hard for a new primary school in Winchester and momentum is really picking up for the
campaign.  I am working with local councillors as well as key members of the city's education community to build a
consensus that this new provision must happen – and must happen fast.  The campaign has started well and the
response has been most encouraging.  Hampshire County Council recently announced they would consult on
proposals for a new school in the city and Winchester City Council have now made provision for one in their draft
local plan but we need to keep up the pressure.

So far as I am concerned all options remain on the table, including new provision from the council and a new 'free'
school if the enthusiasm exists.  It is very clear to me, that regardless of what happens to Barton Farm, Winchester
has an increasing problem with primary places. The council has a fiendishly difficult job in many respects predicting
who will move in/out of the city (and who will chose the private sector for-instance) but my post bag, my surgery and
the number of temporary classrooms that are having to come online for September 2012 tell us there's a crisis
looming.

I am confident we will be successful in this campaign but a huge coordinated local effort is needed to avoid any
further delay and get the new facility open for September 2013 if at all possible, otherwise ‘temporary’ becomes any
but.

I mention ‘free schools’ because I think there is very little knowledge of them at the moment but people are starting
to ask more about them.  I do think there is a temptation to remain stuck in the old way of thinking whereby we wait
patiently to see what we are given. Free schools for the first time put new school planning directly in the hands of
Winchester residents and I think it could be really exciting.  I see no reason why Winchester should be left behind.

If you would like to join the campaign, please visit www.stevebrine.com/freeschool and register your support.  You
can also contact me via the site, or my ‘shop’ in Stockbridge Road, with any other enquiries or comment concerning
my work as Winchester’s MP.

Steve Brine ~ MP for Winchester & Chandler’s Ford
01962 791110 (constituency) ~ 0207 219 7189 (House of Commons)
Email: steve.brine.mp@parliament.uk
Website: www.stevebrine.com ~ Steve Brine TV: www.stevebrine.tv

at Badger Farm
Community Centre

ZUMBA  – an exercise class to lively Latin rhythms, using
simple, easy to follow steps.  The effective and exhilarating
way to tone the body and stimulate the mind! Zumba is
designed for men and women of all ages and abilities. You
don’t need a partner – you don’t even need to know how to
dance. Just follow my lead. It’s simple and it’s fun! So if
you like Latin music, come and give  ZUMBA   a try!

®

Wednesdays - 1:30 – 2:30 pm
Pay as you go, £5.00 per session.

Your first session is half-price!
What to wear: Comfortable workout clothes and trainers or jazz

shoes that allow you to swivel and slide. Bring water and a
towel!

Ditch the workout, join the party! ™

®

For further information
call Debbie on

07724 136 428  or email:
debbie.woodley@talk21.com

Zumba®, Zumba Fitness® and the Zumba Fitness Logos are registered trademarks
of Zumba Fitness, LLC. Used under licence.

For further information or to register interest, please contact:
Bookings4Q@nct.org.uk

0844 243 6912



John Keble C of E Primary School
Enjoying, Learning, Achieving

Looking back over last term, the school achieved a great deal, with visitors, class visits, a residential to Avon Tyrell, new
school policies, sporting achievements, music in Romsey Abbey and Winchester Cathedral, charitable works, Christmas
performances and many more.

On returning to John Keble after a refreshing Christmas break we not only welcomed back all our pupils, staff and
parents to school fresh and rested after the Christmas break but also in addition we warmly welcome six new pupils
to John Keble this term.

Looking forward many amazing and wonderful events, visits and visitors are planned as well as other learning
opportunities.  Some of which we would like to share with you below.

To welcome in the year of the Dragon, Squirrels Class and Hedgehogs Class spent a day involved in creating a life size
dragon; cooking fortune cookies; performing a dragon dance and finding out about the traditions and culture
surrounding Chinese New Year. It was a wonderful experience for them all and a day for them to remember. To
complete the 15 days of celebrations, a special Chinese themed lunch available was available for all children.

Last Thursday saw the return of the Pro Kick Football organisers to school for an enjoyable morning session of physical
activity and challenge.  Well done to all for taking part so enthusiastically and a further well done to those children who
recorded the fastest penalty shot at goal and for the highest fund raising.

Congratulations to our two school football teams who entered the inter-schools football tournament at Kings’ and did
very well, with one of our teams coming third. We are also pleased to announce our football team won their match 7-3
against Oliver’s Battery Primary School. Our football and netball teams recently played Durley Primary School. The results
are as follows:  Football: John Keble 1, Durley 0.  Netball: John Keble 7, Durley 6.  Well done to the children who showed
fantastic sportsmanship.

Lunch time and after school clubs remain popular. Our continued thanks to all those volunteers who give up their free
time to provide such a wide range of activities for the children.  The following clubs continue this term: netball, French
Club, - Football Club, running club, tag rugby club and judo club

School Council continues to meet regularly with many good suggestions for improving the school.  This term they are
reviewing lunchtime arrangements and suggesting changes to be trialled.  Good suggestions have been made by all
pupils with very positive results so far.  The School Council are now deciding how to spend their budget of £50 per
term.

Instrumental and voice performances continue to sound superb under the leadership of Hampshire Music Service
staff.  Pupils are working hard in preparation for the Southampton Music Festival in March and for ‘Zimbe’ in April.
Recorder clubs have started again for the term.

A huge ‘well done’ and ‘thank you’ to all the children, parents and governors who took part in the recent Hursley
pantomime ‘Aladdin’. The pantomime was tremendous.

Finally our Friends of the school have been working extremely hard organising the Valentines Disco for the pupils.  An
amazing event and very popular.  They are now working hard towards a ‘Chilli and Quiz Night’.

It just remains for us to say a big thank you to all of you who continue to make John Keble Primary such an amazingly
good school and one of which we are all proud.

The school’s new website went ‘live’ at the beginning of the month; why not take a moment to visit the site where you
will find a calendar of events, all newsletters and updates on events and news in school ‘Hot off the Press’?

Jean Holdcroft and Sally Wood - Acting Headteachers

For beginners and improvers.  Come along to a Saturday workshop and spend quality
time making gorgeous items for you, your home and your family.  Your own machine
is not essential.

WORKSHOP DATES:

Badger Farm Community Centre – 14 April ~ 9 June ~ 14 July

Also at Colden Common Community Centre – 17 March ~ 19 May ~ 30 June

Each 4 hour workshop has a theme but you are also welcome to work on a project of your own choice.
Recycling is encouraged so bring along those pretty linens and fabrics you’ve been saving to make
into something beautiful.

For more information visit www.letsgetsewing.co.uk or telephone Dawn on 07954 642295



It is still winter as I write but it has been a mainly mild season with some hard frosts
garnishing everything touched with a magical delicacy.  It is then we notice the often
overlooked dead heads of plants and low lying scrubby vegetation.  There is an

abundance of ivy and now is the time when it becomes a boon for our winter birds, making a cosy
shelter and safe roosting place and its late ripening berries can be a life-saving and nourishing meal.  Stand quietly and you
may observe a wren, dunnock or robin skulking silently within.

Since November Song Thrushes have been singing out their hearts from bare branches in several parts of the parish
bringing to mind the lines written by our poet Shelley 200 years ago, “If Winter comes, can Spring be far behind?”  To me
this question is an expression of anticipation and hope which still continues although there are now concerning changes in
the pattern of our seasons.

An early sign of spring is hazel catkins which I noticed in our hedgerows loaded with pollen in the first half of January.
Often known as ‘lambs’ tails’ these are the male flowers whose pollen is spread by the wind long before leaves appear in
the landscape.  You have to search the branches for the female flowers, small swollen buds with a red tuft a bit like a
brush.  It’s hard to believe the tasty hazel nuts will grow from these tiny beginnings.

Soon our spring birds will arrive after their long migration from Africa.  I was amazed to read that out of an estimated 5
billion birds that leave that continent it is thought 16 million fly to Britain.  About 50 species come to breed here from early
March, the warblers arriving soon afterwards.  I usually hear my first chiff-chaff on Whiteshute Ridge mid-month so do
listen out for that unforgettable rhythm.  The swallow has further to come so watch the skies in early April.

When I moved here in 1998 the call of the cuckoo echoed around our local woods from mid-April but although some have
been lucky I have not heard it in Oliver’s Battery for several years. Its decline is thought to be partially due to a drastic drop
in certain moths whose caterpillars provide their main diet. Part of our culture, this parasitic bird has been much written
about in literature and song. Our ancestors believed that at summer’s end it did not migrate but transformed into a
sparrowhawk which also has a slate coloured back, barred chest and a yellow eye. You could see this one in your garden!

Norma Goodwin

MATHS AND SCIENCE
TUITION

Experienced Teacher

Private lessons or
small groups

Year 3 to GCSE

Whether your child
needs ongoing help
or just a few
sessions to boost
their confidence.
I can help.

Judy - 01962 855962

Could you be a host family?
We need friendly host families for our students
who come from France, Spain, Switzerland,
Germany and Italy to study English.

Our students are business people and teenagers
who come for short stays from one week to one
month.

We pay excellent rates - and the money you
earn is usually tax free.

If you enjoy making friends from other countries
and would like to make some extra money,
please give us a call to find out more.  Thank
you!

English Naturally, Unit 27, City Business Centre,
Hyde Street, Winchester, SO23 7TA

Call Eva at English Naturally on
01962 859700

Or email eva@english-naturally.com
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