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Winter 2021
Our Trusty Trustees
Our Community Centre is run by a group
of trustees. But why? And what do they do? I
asked long-standing trustee Lesley Nguyen to
tell us more.
AJ: Why does BFOBRCA need trustees?
LN: The Community Centre was set up as a charity with
a constitution following charity regulations, stating that
it should be administered by a committee of trustees.
Without trustees, the Community Centre can’t function.
AJ: Do you need any special experience or qualifications to become a trustee?
LN: No. If you are a resident of Badger Farm or Oliver’s
Battery, you can put yourself forward to become a
trustee. Of course, if people have particular skills, (PR,
marketing, fund-raising, business etc.), we would be
very happy to welcome them to strengthen the committee, but commitment and genuine interest are just as
welcome. Numbers are limited for the executive committee but volunteers are always welcome to dip in and
out to provide the benefit of their skills.
AJ: What do trustees do? How much time does it take?
LN: We meet once a month. Our primary role is to administer and maintain the Community Centre on a daily
basis. The building is now 35 years old and needs constant maintenance and updating. For instance, we have
recently put in new flooring and a couple of years ago
replaced the old boiler. Redecorating is like painting the
Forth Bridge! We’re responsible for the Community
Centre staff (centre manager Ali and caretaker Merv).
We set room hire costs and make decisions on the running of the Centre and the hiring out of rooms for oneoff events. We have overall responsibility for Community News under the editorship of Ann Jury and for its
delivery round Badger Farm and Oliver’s Battery. We
work alongside the Parish and City Councils.
AJ: Do trustees take on different roles?
LN: We have a Chairman and a permanent paid Treasurer. Our centre manager Ali takes on the administrative
work and I take the meeting minutes. Beyond that,
trustees don’t have set roles, but volunteer to take
on things on a project-to-project basis, depending
on their skills, interests and contacts.

AJ: How long have you been a trustee? Why
did you get involved?
LN: I’ve been a trustee for about 9 years. I was looking for some outside interests to keep me occupied
when I retired! My family watched the Community Centre being built at the same time as Sainsbury’s, who then
gifted the Centre to the communities of Badger Farm
and Oliver’s Battery. Over the years we have all used
the Centre for many different things and it feels right to
put something back into the community now that I have
spare time. It’s interesting to find out more about how
things work behind the scenes. I’ve found out all sorts of
things about how the city and the community work together since I’ve been on the committee.
AJ: If you could highlight one achievement as a trustee,
what would it be?
LN: Can I highlight three! Firstly, the crowdfunder we set
up as an organisation to raise funds to purchase the
Davis Kickabout area. Although we were sadly not successful, we had such a wonderful response from residents and it engendered a real community feeling which
is often missing these days. Next is the work we did
with the local surgeries to set up the Covid vaccination
centre in our sports hall. I had my Covid and flu jabs
there and to see the Community Centre being used for
this purpose makes me really proud. Finally a shout-out
to our Chat-Tea Café, held once a month, where people
can get together and socialise over tea and cake. Started by Debbie Deeney, who was a trustee at the time,
it’s going from strength to strength despite being put
on hold during lockdown. These community activities are
a vital part of a Community Centre, working to bring all
sections of our society together. For me, that is the real
significance of having a communal hub where people
can come together.
AJ: What would you say to anyone interested in becoming a trustee?
LN: I’d say, go for it! I hope we’re a nice bunch to work
with, you’ll learn all sorts of things you didn’t know, you
won’t be asked to do anything that you don’t want to,
and you’ll have the satisfaction of knowing you’re
doing something to keep our community alive. Just
email enquiries@bfobrca.org to find out more.
Ann Jury, Community News Editor

News from the Community Centre
Rock Choir
Rock Choir are delighted to announce that they
will be holding weekly rehearsals at Badger Farm
Community Centre every Tuesday at 10.30am from January
2022.
Rock Choir is the pioneering contemporary choir of the UK
and remains unique with over 33,000 members participating in approximately 400 local communities. It offers all ages
an alternative experience to the traditional classical or community choir introducing members to feel-good pop, rock
and contemporary chart songs.
Its uplifting ethos of fun, friendship and community spirit is a
huge part of its attraction where members enjoy a dynamic
and busy new social life and connect with their community.
At an individual level, it helps improve people’s well-being by
building their self-confidence, self-esteem. There are no auditions and no requirement to read music when joining Rock
Choir. Everyone is welcome and can sign up for a FREE taster session by visiting rockchoir.com or calling 01252 714276.

Christmas chess camp
Winchester Junior Chess Class is organising a
Christmas chess camp for children from 6 to 14
years old. Christmas chess camp runs from 20th to
24th December from 10am to 2pm.
This 5-day programme is a great opportunity for your child to
learn a lot about chess and, more importantly, have fun. Between chess sessions, the children will take breaks to play
table football. Imagination, creativity, decision-making, patience, concentration and focus are some of the skills your
child will develop in our 5th chess camp.
The fee is £35 per day.
Early bird discount until
1st December is £30.
Book as many or as few
days as you like. The
chess camp will be run
by Fide Chess Coach
and Junior Hampshire
chess association trainer Lucas Piecha.
Everybody is welcome, from total beginners to advanced
players. Please register on chesshood.com. For more information email chesshampshire@gmail.com.
Website
bfobrca.org

Chess Club
Could you be the next Beth Harmon?
If the Queen’s Gambit television series rekindled your interest in chess, why not check out your current skills.
After a Covid-driven eighteen month absence, the Winchester Chess Club has reopened at the Community Centre. The
Club meets on Wednesday evenings (7.15–10.15pm) from
the beginning of September until the end of May.
While most evenings offer relaxed matches amongst its
members, the Club also organises regular, more structured
competitions. The Club also enters four teams in the Hampshire League (southern area) providing the opportunity to
play competitive matches against teams within 45 minutes’
drive. All competition and league match results enable players to obtain an English Chess Federation grade.
Annual fees are £40 for those over 25 and £20 for those 25
or younger. New members are invited to turn up on any
Wednesday evening. If more information is required, please
contact Alan Dyos, the Membership Secretary, at
alanf.dyos@gmail.com.

Social Media
fb.com/BadgerFarmCommunityCentre
twitter.com/BFCCWinchester
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Email
enquiries@bfobrca.org

Phone
01962 868630

JUST SOME OF THE COMMUNITY CENTRE ACTIVITIES
COVID-19: Some groups are currently suspended, and others
may be running at-home activities.
Please check with the organiser for more information or go to
bfobrca.org/activities-update for the latest news.
General Interest

Children

ACTIVITY

DAY

CONTACT

ACTIVITY

DAY

CONTACT

Badger Farm
ACOL Club
Badger Farm
Art Group
Nuline
Dancing
Royal British
Legion

Friday
7.00 – 10.00pm

Richard Holt
07914 726 342

Tuesday
5.15 – 6.45pm

To be confirmed

Thursday
1.30 – 3.30pm

snippycards@hotmail.co.uk

AG Martial
Arts
Badger Farm
Pre-School
Playgroup

Mon. Tues. Wed.
9.15am – 3.00pm
Thurs. Fri. 9.15am
– 12.15pm
Thursday
5–6pm
Tuesday
5:30–7:30pm

Denise Tosdevine
07771 798 474
deniseinpreschool
@hotmail.co.uk
natalie@integr8dance.com

Rock Choir

Spanish

Wessex
Wargames
Club
Winchester
Chess Club

Thursdays
1.45 – 3.15pm
1st Thursday
monthly
7.30 – 8.30pm
Tuesday mornings
from January
2022
Wednesday
9.45–11.45am
(via Zoom)
Tuesday
7.00 – 11.00pm
Wednesday
7.15 – 10.30pm

Sarah Zimmer
Brian
07511 876149
Stanley Judd
01962 841402

Integr8
Dance
Jones
Academy
Irish Dance
Magic
Sparkles

Elena
esglearnspanish@gmail.com

SSKO Junior
Karate
Winchester
Scouts (7th)

Alan McFarlane
01962 864210
Alan Dyos
alanf.dyos@gmail.com

Winchester
Junior Chess
club
Winchester
Young
Embroiderers

Health & Fitness
ACTIVITY

DAY

CONTACT

Gentle
Therapeutic
Yoga
Legs, Bums &
Tums
Older adults
Bootcamp
Pilates

Tuesday
1.30 – 3.00pm
From September

Christine Giles
www.psc.ac.uk/ahed
01962 886166

See advert for
details

Catherine Jones
cathjones@talktalk.net
07990 513 434

SSKO Karate

Friday
7.30 – 8.30pm
Thursday
9.30 – 10.30am

Weight
Watchers
Winchester
Tae Kwon-Do

Various

Monday
Wednesday
6.30 – 8.30pm

Tuesday mornings
from January
2022
Friday
6.30 – 7.30pm
Tuesday
8.00–9.30pm
From September
Sunday
11.00am –
12.30pm
Contact
organisers for
dates

jonesacademy@mail.com

Paul Bowles
ssko@hotmail.co.uk
To be confirmed

Lukasz Piecha
07711 804361
Karen Brooking
brooking.karen@gmail.com

Older Adults

Various. See
bfobrca.org/activities
Paul Bowles
ssko@hotmail.co.uk
Lorraine Small
lsmall@ww.com

ACTIVITY

DAY

CONTACT

Andover
Mind Carer
Support
Chat-Tea
Café

To be confirmed
Every two weeks

To be confirmed

Last Monday of
the month
2.00 – 4.00pm
Every fourth
Friday
10.30am –
12.30pm

info@chat-tea.co.uk

Home
Instead
Activity
Group

Lucy Scott
info@winchestertkd.co.uk

hants@homeinstead.co.uk
01962 736681

These are some of the events that take place regularly at Badger Farm Community Centre. For
more details see bfobrca.org/activities or contact the group’s organiser. If you can’t find what
you are looking for or want to enquire about setting up a new group, please email
enquiries@bfobrca.org or telephone Ali on 01962 868630 (Mon – Wed only).
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Badger Farm Parish
Council
Speed Cameras
We are pleased that the speed cameras are
now up and running. We had a few teething problems at first
with the range not being set quite right, but believe they are
working correctly now. The camera is moved every two
weeks, currently to four different locations, with a fifth
location planned when we get sight lines sorted.
The early stats show the average speed is more than
30mph, sadly with excessive speed by some cars. We are
hoping that as people get more used to the cameras their
speed will come down.

Maintenance of overgrown areas
We’ve noticed in recent years certain areas of Badger Farm
getting very overgrown. Many of these areas are the
responsibility of Winchester City Council, so please do use
their website or app to report any overgrown pathways, but
some areas don’t fall under WCC. With the safety of our
residents in mind and to help make Badger Farm more
aesthetically pleasing we have decided to employ the
services of a gardener/handyman, on an ad hoc basis, to
clear some paths and overgrown areas. We’ve recently had
the footpath on the corner of Ashbarn Crescent and Rooks
Website
badgerfarm-pc.gov.uk

Down Road cut back allowing access to the grit bin. We have
a few more jobs scheduled for the coming months. Please
do get in contact if you spot any areas you would like us to
tackle.

Photograph competition
A little reminder of our ‘Life in Badger Farm’ photograph
competition running until 25th April 2022. We are looking
for photographs that show the visual delights of this
wonderful area and the life of its residents. The competition
is open to all residents of Badger Farm and each entrant
may enter up to three photographs. Photos must be taken
within Badger Farm. Prizes of £100 (first prize), £75 (second
prize), £50 (third prize) and £50 (under 16 years) are
available to the lucky winners so get your cameras and
mobile phones out and start snapping. Please see our
website for detailed terms and conditions.

Council meetings
Our council meetings are held on the 2nd Monday of every
month (except August) currently in the Main Hall at
Stanmore Primary School. We are hoping to resume
meetings at Badger Farm Community Centre in the new year
so please check our noticeboards, website and social media
for up-to-date meeting information.
Julie Lacey
Chair, Badger Farm Parish Council
07734 458840

Social Media
facebook.com/badgerfarmpc
twitter.com/badgerfarmpc

Clerk Email
clerk@badgerfarm-pc.gov.uk

A walk on the bright side
Winter
Days are shorter mornings colder
Sunrise later see colours supreme
Nightfall closes in so early
Home by firelight keeping warm
Candlelight cosy glittering softly
Gently glowing, lighting faces
Breakfast time or evening
Adding a new perspective
Outside; stars greet us early
Though always there to see
Witness their twinkling magic
Clear, dark nights revealing many
Winter brings forth a chill forgotten
Snow, a freezing blanket
Muffled sounds, deadening noise
Whiteshute Ridge deep in snow
St. Catherine's Hill, copse so white
Children laughing energy high
Snow balls flying all good fun
Making snowmen smiling faces!
Winter's here, Christmas Market
Mulled wine and stollen a must
Many stalls selling goodies
Making Winter so much fun.

Simon Lever
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Clerk Phone
01425 656010
07463 760801

Oliver’s Battery Parish Council
Parish Council Changes The Council are pleased to announce that
Lucia Bright has been co-opted to fill the vacancy on the council arising
from Connie Leach’s departure as councillor. Lucia and her family have been residents
since 2014 and she is keen to help with building community spirit on Oliver’s Battery.

Recreation Ground The majority of the maintenance work referred to in last time’s
report has now been completed. Further regular maintenance work will be undertaken
through the Autumn and Winter which will, at times, require some of areas to be taken
temporarily out of use. We have been asked by some users of the Recreation Ground to
remind all visitors that dogs are not permitted in the recreation ground at any time.

Yew Hill Butterfly Reserve During September, the Council received the distressing
news that one of the sheep grazing on the reserve had been mauled and killed by a
dog. Owners are reminded of the importance of having their dogs on a lead whilst in the
reserve to ensure the safety of livestock grazing there.

Green Picnic The Green Picnic took place on 4th September and was attended by over 200 people. The event successfully
achieved its aim of raising awareness of ways to live more sustainably. See separate Sustainability article below.

Scarecrow Competition This year’s competition attracted 35 entries with separate categories for adults and children.
Details and pictures of the prize winners can be found at oliversbattery.info/scarecrow-competition-winners.
Queen’s Jubilee 2022 Throughout 2022 there will be celebrations to mark the 70
years that Queen Elizabeth has been on the throne. A four-day holiday weekend is
planned from June 2 to June 5, 2022. The Council are interested to know if residents
have any suggestions as to how the occasion should be marked on Oliver’s Battery.
Suggestions should be sent to our Clerk clerkoliversbattery@gmail.com.

Picnic Benches on the Battery The Council has received a request for picnic
benches to be placed on the Battery and is interested to know if this is something that
is supported by others. Make your views, for or against, known to our clerk.

Christmas Tree As in past years, a Christmas Tree will be erected on the Battery adjacent to St Mark’s Church. This year the tree is being donated by a resident and will be
transported from their garden to the Battery on the morning of Saturday 4 December. In
the evening, the lights on the tree will be switched on and mince pies and mulled wine
will be available. Further details will be circulated via the Oliver’s Battery Newsletter.
Brian Mitchener – Chair, Oliver’s Battery Parish Council
cllr.mitchener@oliversbattery.info | 01962 623585

Oliver’s Battery
Sustainability
COP 26 and US!
‘COP 26, Glasgow conference, carbon footprints, cash, coal,
trees’ – we all heard and saw these words in the media at
the start of November. As I write this article, I don’t know the
outcome. By the time you read this article, I wonder if you
will be relieved as I hope I will be? Relieved that the nations
of the world have agreed to work together to save the planet? However, we can’t wait as this climate crisis requires immediate action to save humans. We can’t thrive in an
unpredictable world, and neither can the plants we eat or
the wildlife we enjoy.
Are you so concerned about our warming climate that you
don’t know what to do? Yes, there are so many actions you
could take, but which ones should you do? Do you feel frozen with fear? It’s very easy to feel overwhelmed with choices, in fact so overwhelmed that you do nothing. STOP! Take
a deep breath, go for a short walk outdoors, perhaps onto
Whiteshute Ridge, or up Yew Hill and relax.

NOW just do one thing that you know WILL make a difference and tell yourself you are a ‘happy hero’. Pat yourself on
the back and then make sure you do it again … and again …
until it becomes a habit. ‘Normalise’ this one action whatever it is – sorting your waste; eating your leftovers; buying local seasonal food etc. To be a real happy hero you should
tell your friends and neighbours about what you are doing to
help yourself feel better about the climate crisis. Find out
what they are doing. Perhaps you could do that too?
What next? You could read your parishes’ local carbon footprint on Winchester Climate Action Network – Winchester
Action on Climate Change (winacc.org.uk/wecan). Here you can
read ideas for actions to take to reduce carbon emissions
from your consumption, travel, home heating and food. Or
you could come to monthly events planned for the new year
and talk to people about what next steps you could take.
See Sustainable Oliver’s Battery on the Oliver’s Battery Community and Parish Council Website
(oliversbattery.info/sustainable-olivers-battery) or ask at Badger
Farm Community Centre for dates and venues of these
events in the new year.
Clare Shorter
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Legs, Bums and Tums
Come and join us for an exercise class designed to improve muscle tone and increase your cardiovascular fitness! Classes are open for all levels of fitness – you just
need your own mat, trainers and water!
Legs, Bums & Tums Monday 9.30am–10.30am
Classes are currently running elsewhere but are due back
in The Battery when the vaccination centre no longer needs
the hall. Contact Cath for more details if you wish to join
this class.
Legs, Bums & Tums Tuesday 6.55pm–7.55pm
Currently a strict rota basis to allow for enough spacing as
we are using the smaller hall – again please contact Cath if
you wish to be put on the rota OR to join the online class.
Seniors Exercise Classes Wednesday 11.00am–12.00pm
There is an option for online OR in person – please contact
Cath for further information.
Sunday Bootcamp 6.30pm–7.30pm
Bootcamp courses are currently running online and in person – please again contact Cath for more information if you
would like to sign up.
You can contact Catherine Jones on 07990 513434 or
email at cathjones@talktalk.net.
Catherine is a full member of REPS (Register of Exercise Professionals).

Andrew Harris
Electrical Services

SPANISH
HIGHER INTERMEDIATE
CONVERSATION CLASS

ALL DOMESTIC WORK UNDERTAKEN INCLUDING:
�� REWIRING
������FUSEBOARD REPLACEMENT
������ADDITIONAL LIGHTS AND SOCKETS
������WIRING FOR TELEPHONE AND COMMS SOCKETS
������INSTALLATION OF LIGHT FITTINGS
������GARDEN LIGHTING AND POWER

We are a small, friendly group of people

ALL ASPECTS OF TESTING INCLUDING:

who meet every Wednesday for 2 hours.

Badger Farm Community Centre
Wednesday 9.45-11.45

�� ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION CONDITION REPORTS
������P.A.T. TESTING OF APPLIANCES

Ven y únete a nuestra clase. Hablamos,
escuchamos historias, vemos películas y nos

COMMERCIAL INSTALLATIONS

divertimos mucho.

RETAIL INSTALLATIONS
ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN IN A CLEAN, TIDY
AND PROFESSIONAL MANNER

We are very keen to welcome new
members to our informal classes so, if you

FREE ESTIMATES AND ADVICE
63 May Tree Close, Badger Farm, Winchester, SO22 4JF
Telephone: 01962 856805 ~ Mobile: 07956 934 195
Email: andy@adhelectrical.com

are interested, contact us at
esglearnspanish@gmail.com for more
information.
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Hampshire County
Council
Reducing our Carbon Footprint
Hampshire County Council has published its first Climate
Change Annual Report 2020–2021. The report outlines how
we will reduce carbon emissions and prepare for the impact
of climate change. We will reduce emissions from transport,
make homes more energy efficient, generate local renewable energy, protect and enhance our natural environment.
The report highlights how the council is working with partners to support residents and communities as well as reducing carbon across all policies from Adult and Children’s
Services to Highways and Waste.

How can I get involved?
Join the Greening Campaign greening-campaign.org
The campaign helps communities to reduce their carbon
footprint by taking simple actions at a household level, such
as reducing energy and water use. The project creates a
direct link between the Greening Campaign, communities
and local councils.

Winchester City Council
Council issues £5,000 in fly-tipping fines in
three months
WCC has upped its efforts to rid the district of illegally disposed waste with four cases leading to successful
prosecution over the summer.
WCC is also asking local people to be aware of companies in
the district who are offering to dispose of items for small
sums of money. It is important to check an operator holds
the necessary licence to avoid unwittingly having your waste
fly-tipped and risking a large fine.
Top tips for how to deal with fly-tipping in your area
Do
▪ Check to see if it has a sticker attached to it. If it does,
we’re aware.
▪ Use the Your Winchester app to log the exact location or
look out for the nearest landmark.
Don’t
▪ Approach the culprit. They’re committing a crime – your
safety is paramount.
▪ Touch the waste – it could be dangerous.
Reporting fly tipping
Please report any fly-tipping using the Your Winchester app
(play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.winchester.council.app),
our online reporting form
(winchester.gov.uk/forms/ShowForm.asp?fm_fid=349) or through
Customer Services 01962 840 222.

Be Scam Aware

Swap One to Local hants.gov.uk/swaponetolocal
By making one of our food shops or holidays a local one we
can try something new, help our local community, save a few
pounds and do our bit for the planet.

What else?
We’ve put in 50 on-street lamppost electric vehicle charge
points in Winchester and Eastleigh with plans for more,
planted 1,250 trees, launched the Parish Pollinator Project,
opened the Micheldever highways materials recycling plant,
installed a £26m solar PV, boiler and window upgrade for
our schools and have partnered with Community Energy
South to support local renewable energy projects.
For further information please visit
hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/environment/climatechange
/whatcanido or contact our partners at the Environment
Centre on 0800 804 8601 for advice
on climate change and sustainability.

Cllr Jan Warwick
Executive Member –
Climate Change & Sustainability,
Hampshire County Council
Please remember
▪ You should never provide personal or banking details
over the phone.
▪ Suspicious about a phone call? Hang up and then contact the retailer directly. You should wait 15 minutes,
just in case the fraudsters have kept your line open.
▪ If you think that you have been a victim of crime, please
report this to Hampshire Constabulary by calling 101.

Water for Life Plan
We’re working with Southern Water on their ‘Water for Life’
plan. They have now released an update on the plan which
focuses on water supply in our region. Read the update on
southernwater.co.uk/our-story/water-for-life-hampshire/latest-updates
and keep an eye on their website for more.

Central Winchester Archaeology Day – latest
findings revealed
WCC hosted an Archaeology day on the Central Winchester
Regeneration site, offering local residents the chance to see
some of the tools used in the investigations that have been
undertaken so far, as well as some of the items that have
been found, including animal bones and pottery fragments.
Over 50 interested local residents attended for an informal
drop-in session in the morning. This was followed by a presentation hosted online highlighting some of the findings so
far and a Q&A session with the Central Winchester Regeneration Archaeology Advisory Panel.
Speaking as Chair of the panel, Professor Martin Biddle said
‘We now have a powerful body of evidence about the area. This reinforces the recommendations we, as a panel, made to the council before the work commenced and we encourage them to continue to
follow them.’

Received a cold call about a new phone contract recently?
You’re not alone. Hampshire Constabulary have had numerous reports recently of calls by fraudsters claiming to be
from mobile phone retailer Carphone Warehouse.
Cllr Jan Warwick
Cllr Hannah Williams
Cllr Brian Laming
jwarwick@winchester.gov.uk 07712 695431 hwilliams@winchester.gov.uk | 07776 138405 blaming@winchester.gov.uk | 07973 265028
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From your MP
First up this time, it was such a pleasure to be back in our hospital recently to
catch-up with everyone in-person and to welcome the extremely busy cancer services team back to Nick Jonas Ward following a temporary move to Sarum Road
and Basingstoke because of the COVID-19 pandemic. I understand the trust had
to move cancer services out of the Royal Hampshire, and it was key to keeping
this lifesaving work ongoing during the pandemic, however there was anxiety
among constituents whether they would ever return. I know everyone is extremely
pleased that this has happened exactly as envisaged and as promised. It was
great to go in and welcome them home.
Our Cathedral has been busy too in recent weeks and one very special service I attended was to celebrate the opening of
and dedicate Winchester’s first ever adult hospice. Based just up the road at the Royal Hampshire County Hospital of
course, it is something to behold and I know residents will continue to support it as they did to make it happen in the first
place. See winchesterhospice.com.
Bigger than most things is, of course, COP26 which took place early in November. As I write it’s not yet finished but it was a
genuine privilege to be in Glasgow in week one of the United Nations event. I attended a number of events and spoke at several; including how parliaments
around the world will hold Governments to account for their undertakings on the
climate and the environment. The UK has made ambitious, legally binding, pledges so it’s important experienced MPs like me hold their feet to the fire. We intend
to! It was also a real pleasure to meet with several indigenous peoples and representatives from Brazil in the wake of the landmark agreement which saw 100
world leaders sign a new agreement to stop and reverse deforestation in places
such as the Amazon. As a young school-boy, as I have written before, this was THE
issue which drove me into politics in the first place so I am personally very invested in it and have already met with our Prime Minister to better understand the
agreement reached at COP. We are working with, among others, the Coalition for
Rainforest Nations who I also met in Glasgow.
Your MP turned teacher recently as I took a lower sixth politics class at Peter Symonds College. The students were very gentle with me as we covered the voting
system and its impact on the constituency role we undertake as well as the journey between backbencher and the Cabinet table. If you want to have a go at the
politics picture round we did at the start of the lesson, you can download it via
stevebrine.com/pscteach.
Finally, thank you to the countless number of constituents who have contacted
me since the murder of my colleague, Sir David Amess, just to wish me well. It
means more than you know. You can read my tribute to David and comment on
the relationship we have with our MPs at stevebrine.com/DavidAmess.
Steve Brine, MP, Working hard for Winchester

We invite you to a Lipreading Course for
people with hearing loss

Oliver’s Battery Community
Films

Wednesday 18th January – 30th March 2022, 2pm – 4pm
Oliver’s Battery Community Films is a small group of likeBadger Farm Community Centre, Winchester
minded local residents who work together to organise
Course fee approx. £40
not- for-profit film showings to Oliver’s Battery residents
We have lipreading sessions to help you develop coping strategies
and the wider community on a regular basis.
for everyday situations. Our course aims to:
We meet at St Marks, Oliver’s Battery, every third
▪ Enable those with hearing loss to improve their ability to commuWednesday of the month. Our final film for 2022 is
nicate in everyday life using lipreading, good communication tacWednesday 15th December – Love Sarah (Celia Imrie)
tics and understand different coping strategies
Please be assured that we will be operating in a COVID- ▪ Raise levels of deaf awareness for those without hearing loss
who live with or support someone who is hard of hearing and to
safe environment with the necessary risk assessments
improve their ability to communicate with people experiencing
in place.
different levels of hearing loss.
Do come along and share in the community spirit. The
Proof of negative Lateral flow tests required
ticket price is just £6.00 (card or cash) and ice creams
and raffle at £2.00.
For information email Sandy Marlow: sandydawn3064@gmail.com
obcfilm.co.uk RCS Services | rcsservices.org.uk | 01264 359223 | @RCSSERVICES
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Badger Farm Pre-school
Playgroup
As we return to the Autumn term we launch
our new website – badgerfarmpreschool.co.uk.
Here you can find out about what we offer, opening times,
costs, the staff and general information – go on take a look!
You can also follow us on our new Facebook page
(fb.com/Badger-Farm-Preschool-100331342435105) where we
will post details on current news and activities. You can also
see what Mr Badger is doing!
Christmas preparations are under way and we all look forward to the celebrations with the children.
For all information regarding spaces contact us on
contact@badgerfarmpreschool.co.uk or 07771798474 to leave
a message.
Denise Tosdevine, Pre-school Manager

Mr Badger
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St. Peter’s Catholic Primary
(Nearly) Back to Normal at St Peter’s!
After 18 months of lockdowns, bubbles and face-coverings
we seem to be slowly returning to the regular rhythms of
school life – enjoying whole school assemblies and Mass,
sporting events, after-school clubs and school trips.

Hillier Gardens – Year 3
Year 3 visited Hillier Gardens to learn more about the Stone
Age. In the morning, they learnt about exactly when the
Stone Age happened and how we know about it today! In the
afternoon, the children fully embraced Stone Age life by eating their lunch around a campfire and toasting a Stone Age
snack on it! They tried flint knapping and creating Stone Age
artwork and jewellery too!

Butser Ancient Farm – Year 4
The children had an amazing time at Butser Ancient Farm
where they were immersed in Anglo-Saxon life. They gained
first-hand experience of sitting in a long house and found out
about the daily life of Anglo-Saxons. The skills of archaeology
were explored, with the children finding a range of different
items that helped piece together clues from the past including revealing some of the things the Anglo-Saxons ate. The
children also attempted the difficult skill of spinning wool
that the Anglo-Saxons would have used to make clothes.
They also explored early forms of writing using runes that are
written vertically!

Little Fishes Pre-School
Celebrating Being Unique!
For some of the children at Little Fishes Pre-School, it is the
first time they have experienced time away from home. To
support them to settle, feel confident and safe, we’ve been
talking about how ‘I am Unique’. The children have enjoyed
changing their appearance, using wigs, glasses, and trying
on funny hats, as well as painting their portraits and making
collages. We used a mirror to help identity our features.

The Living Rainforest – Year 5
Year Five were so excited to visit the Living Rainforest in
Newbury. They went prepared with great background knowledge having studied the rainforests of the world this term.
The children were fascinated by the plants and animals they
observed in this unique recreated rainforest setting. They
experienced first-hand the rainforest climate and humidity
and developed a better understanding of how plants and
animals survive in this ecosystem.
I liked the way that they made it feel like a real rainforest – Anna
They had such exotic plants and I liked seeing the armadillo and the
snakes – Nicholas
I learnt that a gummibor was an animal that eats the sap from trees.
We saw the Pygmy Marmosets they were the smallest monkey in the
world and they are gummibors – Esmee
We saw so many different animals but to name a few: monkeys, snakes, turtles, lizards, stick insects, birds of several
species, tortoises, an armadillo, fish, spiders, and an alligator. Unfortunately, we did not spot the sloth as she is usually
hidden away in the branches of the taller trees.
Thank you to all the parents who helped on our school trips
and so making them possible.
Check out our Facebook page for more information about
the wonderful things that go on at our school.
facebook.com/St-Peters-Catholic-Primary-School-107010431022990

Louise Buxton, Headteacher
We are talking about how we all belong to a family. The children have brought in a family photo to show. The photo has
been put in an album so that if the child is missing home,
they can find their family photo to cheer them up!
As Autumn approaches, we are making good use of the
colourful leaves. We are collecting a variety of sizes to create
our Leaf Family Tree. The children are choosing leaves to
represent the members of their family, so creating a sense
of belonging and building confidence in talking about people
who are important to them.

Citizens Advice

Singing in Winchester

Do you need an extra £100 to help you stay warm this winter?
If you're on a low income, over 60 and live in Hampshire, you
could get a grant of £100 to help stay warm this winter from the Surviving Winter fund.
With rising energy prices, an increasing number of people will be finding it hard to heat
their homes this year. The Surviving Winter fund is open from 11th October until the
end of March 2022 (or earlier if all funding is allocated before that date) and can be
accessed via your local Citizens Advice.
The scheme is aimed at people who are over 60 and live in Hampshire and whose only
income is the state pension (with or without state credit) or those who will struggle to
heat their home adequately this winter. Successful applicants will receive a one-off
grant of £100 which will be paid directly into their bank account and can be used to
help with heating costs or to buy food and clothes.
If you think you might be eligible, please contact Citizens Advice Winchester District,
and one of our advisers will support you with an application. They’ll also check if there
are any other benefits you might be entitled to.
Call for free on 0808 278 7861 or email
advice@cawinchesterdistrict.org.uk. Phone lines are
open 10am to 4pm, Monday to Friday.
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There are two choirs
running in
St Mark’s, Oliver’s Battery
open to anyone who
wishes to join!
Folks Singing
Tuesday, 12.30–1.45pm
folkssinging.com
Sing Winchester
(World music)
Friday, 7.15–9pm
singwinchester.com
Contact Jac on 07941 246685

Winchester Horticultural Society
By the time you read this, our gardens will have lost their colourful autumn looks and, hopefully, we will have found time
to rake up the last lot of leaves and tidy up the borders and
vegetable beds. The gardening tools could probably do with
a good clean too and the garden shed would benefit from
some attention. We can start making plans for next year,
browsing seed catalogues and dreaming about trouble-free
germination and growing conditions. Before we know it the
first snow drops and early Spring flowers will appear to put
an end to hibernation. With a little more time to spare you
may like to come and join us at one of our monthly meetings
which are always interesting and enjoyable. This is what our
programme has to offer over the next three months:

CHARITY
CHRISTMAS CARDS
OVER 50 CHARITIES
on sale at

THE CHARITY
CHRISTMAS CARD
SHOP

8 December Charcoal: A wood collier’s story Chris Westcott,
a woodland expert, will introduce us to the process of charcoal making, telling us about the daily life of a wood collier.

Winchester High Street

12 January Exploring the South Island of New Zealand We
very much enjoyed Rosemary Legrand’s account of her travels on the North Island of New Zealand. This year she will
share her memories of exploring the South Island, with plenty of horticultural content.

(opposite Marks & Spencer)
29th

October – 17th December 2021
Monday – Saturday 10am – 4pm

ALL PROCEEDS TO CHARITY

9 February Dahlias John Wood, Head-gardener at Hinton
Ampner, will pay us a return visit to talk about the history
and growing of one of his favourite flowers.

Card payments only please

All our monthly meetings are held at the Winchester Club,
Churchill Room, Worthy Lane, Winchester, SO23 7AB, starting at 7.30pm. We welcome visitors, £4. For further information visit our website winhortsoc.weebly.com.

John Keble CofE Primary School, Hursley
fit together. On Wednesday, the children are supThe beginning of the autumn term
ported in responding to the theme in different
brought with it the opportunity for
ways: writing, drawing, discussing or acting out
children to be together with fewer
their responses. Thursdays are for singing and
restrictions than in the previous year. It was a joy
we are loving getting to know our old favourites
to see the children playing together and being
again and learning some new ones. Friday is for
back in the hall for our Collective Worship, includCelebration Worship and we enjoy giving out
ing opportunities to sing! As a Church of England
‘Stars of the Week’ and recognising the achieveschool, Collective Worship is an important part of
ments and awards from out of school time too.
each day. It is part of the glue that sticks us together and helps us to learn and think about new
Throughout the year, we hold Community Worthings and in different ways. I’d like to share with
ship at All Saints, Hursley. These services recogJohn Keble, St Mark’s nise key events in the Christian year: Harvest,
you how our Collective Worship works.
Church, Ampfield
Armistice Day, Christmas, Shrove Tuesday/Ash
Our school’s work and worship is based on our
Wednesday/Lent,
Easter, Ascension and Pentecost. We alfour Christian Values: Love, Forgiveness, Trust and Hope.
These are woven into everything we do and we explore these ways hold a special event for our Year 6 leavers at the end
of the year and for John Keble Day on 14 July each year.
values in class as well as in Collective Worship. There is an
act of Collective Worship every day, which includes an invitation to pray. On Monday, we share the theme for the week.
This is supported by a Bible reference and often a Bible story. For example, a theme may be ‘Flourishing Together’ and
the reference from the Bible, ‘I am the Good Shepherd. I know
my own and my own know me.’ (John 10:14). On Tuesday, children and their teachers respond to the Christian elements of
the theme in class and at the appropriate level for their age.
Mr Prescott, the rector of All Saints, will often lead Worship
with the older children. He is able to talk to the children
about the different themes from the Bible and how they all

Our school has a special Christian distinctiveness, but you
do not need to be a Christian to attend. Our original Trust
Deed states that we are to offer free education to those of
Christian faith, different faith and those who do not follow a
faith. We explain what Christians believe and how our Christian Values can be lived by everyone. We welcome everyone!
If you would like to book a tour of John Keble and/or Ampfield School, please contact the school office and check out
our Facebook and Instagram pages: @ampfieldjohnkebleschools
Marcus Roe, Executive Headteacher
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BenitA YogA
Relational Body Therapist

Release physical and emotional tension
Classes and 1-2-1 sessions
On line via Zoom or face to face
Contact Carolyn

07759 778436
www.benitayoga.co.uk
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Oliver’s Battery Primary and Nursery School
School grounds We continue to develop our school grounds but have taken a moment
to sit back and look at how great they are looking and the rich opportunities that they provide our school community. Our chickens are a firm favourite of both staff and children.
They are very happy at school, friendly and well fed! This year we are working on developing our pond so it can be used by all children again and researching the possibility of having bees in school! We will also be completing a project where the children will be planting
a Daffodil Spiral in the grounds that will have a diameter of 4 meters. We can’t wait to see
it in bloom.
RR Curriculum Children at school are continuing to develop their understanding of the
Rights Respecting Curriculum. This is a very powerful tool for us in helping to support our
community to understand their place in the world and empowering them to become global citizens. Our Year 5/6 class are currently looking at the United Nations Climate
Change Conference and have listened to some of the inspirational speeches that have
taken place. They are now looking at how we, as a community, can make a change and
support tackling climate change. Year 3/4 are looking at diversity and how we celebrate
everyone’s differences. We are very proud of our
unique community.
Nursery Class The Nursery class is fully embedded
into school life. They can be regularly seen out and
about making use of the exceptional grounds. I really
enjoy having lunch with them in the hall and the excitement and enthusiasm that they bring to our school.
It is rapidly growing and we have been able to take on
more staff to meet the demand.
We have open days on 27 November 2021, 10–11am; 30 November 2021, 2–3pm; 7 January 2022, 10:30–11:30am. We
are also busy planning a big community’s day on 2nd April to open up the school to everyone! Keep an eye out for further
details. If you are interested in a place, do get in contact quickly as we are filling up!
For details of all the latest happenings at school, visit oliversbatteryprimary.com. If you would like to visit, please call 01962
869496 to make an appointment. Our Headteacher, Mrs Redfern would be delighted to show you around.

Chat-Tea Café
The Chat-Tea Café, run by a small number
of amazing volunteers, re-opened its doors
in September for the residents of Badger
Farm, Oliver’s Battery and the surrounding Winchester areas. We were delighted to welcome back some of our ‘regulars’ and also some new ‘guests’ both for the September
and the October Café openings.
If you are part of the older generation and have been suffering the side-effects of the recent Covid lockdowns such as
long periods of isolation, a loss of routine and social interaction, then please do come along to our November or December Café openings. If you are worried about coming on your
own, then please let me reassure you that from the moment
you step through the door at the Community Centre, you will
be greeted by one of our volunteers who will settle you in
and enjoy a natter with you.

We at Chat-Tea Café are here to help. We provide a warm
welcome, accompanied by a free hot drink and slice of cake,
plus most importantly, an opportunity to make new friends
and enjoy companionship.
The openings of the Chat-Tea Café are a regular date to put
in your calendar. We open once a month, on the last Monday
of the month, at Badger Farm Community Centre from 2 to
4pm. We are keeping a watchful eye on the Covid 19 news
and regulations but feel ever hopeful that we will be able to
continue to keep our doors open for the foreseeable future.

We are generously supported by both our local Badger Farm
Sainsbury’s shop, who provide us with essentials such as
coffee, tea, sugar, biscuits, and the Winchester Cook shop
who are donating a really lovely mixture of delicious cakes to
serve to our guests. The Chat-Tea Café team would like to
take this opportunity to say a really big and loud Thank You
to both Beth Pagett at Badger Farm Sainsbury’s and Richard
Simpson at Winchester Cook for their continued support.
The 2021 opening dates for the Chat-Tea Café are Monday 29 November and Monday 20 December, 2-4pm.
For further information or if you would
like to be involved as a volunteer
please contact us via info@chat-tea.co.uk,
01962 868830 or on our website
chat-tea.co.uk. We also have a poster on
the Badger Farm Sainsbury’s notice
board with the latest Café opening
dates.
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Wishing You Well
Taking control of your wellbeing
Discussing health has become street talk nowadays. What is
neglected too often is the big picture: one of the best defences we have is health promotion/disease prevention.
A STITCH IN TIME SAVES NINE!
Indeed, in his message from the Autumn issue of Community
News, local MP, Steve Brine, put a focus on the importance
of encouraging people to live healthier lives,
promoting health and preventing disease.
‘This is how you really “protect” the NHS’, he wisely said there.

health and wellbeing and they provide leverage to change
the situation long-term. The British Association for Nutrition
and Lifestyle Medicine bant.org.uk also offers free online resources if you click on the RESOURCES button. Separately
for personalised support, click on FIND A PRACTITIONER
and work with a clinical professional to fine-tune your nutrition and lifestyle. Nutritional therapy is the application of nutrition and lifestyle medicine sciences in the promotion of
health, peak performance and individual care. Registered
Nutritional Therapy Practitioners assess and identify potential nutritional imbalances and understand
how these may contribute to an individual’s
symptoms and health concerns. Practitioners
consider each individual to be unique and
recommend personalised nutrition and lifestyle programmes rather than a ‘one size fits
all’ approach which may not suit everyone.

Similarly, some NHS doctors, dietitians and
other health-care professionals, have rallied
together and built up a compelling free, online charity called the Public Health Collabo‘Deficiencies in one or more crucial nutrients may
ration. PHC offers science- and
negatively impact both physical and mental health.
evidence-based resources with significant
Potentially this may lead to chronic illness. Additionattention to obesity and medical conditions
ally, chronic stress may also negatively impact milike type 2 diabetes. For free resources to
cronutrient concentrations in the body leading to
help you make informed eating decisions,
micronutrient depletion.’ – Dr Mark Hyman MD,
find PHC’s website on phcuk.org. If you like
Self-care is a priority, not a luxury
Institute of Functional Medicine, Insight Miinformational pictures (infographics), go to
cronutrients, Phytonutrients, and Mental Health | The InstiSUGAR GRAPHICS; if science is your thing, click on EXtute for Functional Medicine (ifm.org).
PLORE THE EVIDENCE; if you prefer to learn and listen to onAmanda Turner ATnutritiontuition.co.uk
line presentations, click on PHC CONFERENCE where experts
Amanda Turner MSc is a registered Nutrition Therapy Practitioner mBANT
talk you through science, evidence and healthy cooking reciregCNHC and a certified Health Coach, specialising in Food and Lifestyle Suppes.
port. To benefit from personalised (online) one-to-one clinic sessions together
Food and lifestyle constitute a main influence on our vitality
– never before have food choices been so important for our

with frequent check-ins to maintain momentum, see ATnutritiontuition.co.uk.
Amanda is also a volunteer Ambassador for national charity the Public Health
Collaboration.

Stanmore Primary
Queen’s Green Canopy (QGC) for her
Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee.
Earlier this term at Stanmore Primary School,
we were proud to receive a tree as part of the ‘Plant a tree
for the Jubilee’ initiative. Throughout the county seventy
trees will be planted creating the Queen’s Green Canopy
(QGC) for her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee. The QGC Celebration Trees initiative aims to highlight the educational aspects
of trees and the significance of giving young people access
to nature, encouraging wider engagement with the QGC
across the school curriculum. Our School Eco Council were
invited to join the Mayor of Winchester and the Deputy Lieutenant of Hampshire for the ceremonial planting.

The Pyrus Chanticleer ‘Street Pear’ Tree can be seen on our
front field. We were delighted when BBC South Today came
to film our Eco Council talking about the significance of the
tree. They were able to link this occasion to an earlier royal
event, the Silver Jubilee. As part of the Silver Jubilee celebrations a tree was planted on the back field of the school. We
shared the original photo and programme of the day with
BBC South Today. We thought about how different the
school and children would look in another 50 years’ time
and whether the Platinum Jubilee tree would still be there.
Sharon Taylor,
Headteacher, Stanmore Primary School
stanmore.hants.sch.uk
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Sophie’s Appeal
Badger Farm residents cycling
‘London to Amsterdam’ for local
children’s charity
Sophie’s Appeal was started in 2003 by Lin and Mike Barringer, with some close friends, following the diagnosis of their
daughter Sophie with Wilms Disease. This cancer of the kidney claimed the life of Sophie in December 2004 at the age
of six.
Sophie received some of her treatment on Northbrook Ward at the
Royal Hampshire County Hospital in
Winchester. It was during a stay on
Northbrook Ward that Sophie’s dad
struck up a conversation about
helping to provide modern facilities
for outpatient children. The idea for
Sophie’s Place was born. Sophie’s
Place is a purpose designed area of
Northbrook Children’s Ward for
treating children for routine treatment, tests, referrals from GPs and more … helping hundreds of children every month.
In 2004, Sophie’s Appeal funded a special project called
Beads of Courage where children collect beads for all the
treatment they receive and certain milestones in both their
life and their treatment. This ongoing project is important to
the children as it helps them explain their treatment to others and is a reminder of how far they have come.

Sophie’s Appeal had a big vision to purchase and run a holiday home, allowing sick children and their families a chance
to get away for a well-earned break. They achieved this and
opened Sophie’s Rainbow Retreat at Rockley Park, Poole,
on Sophie’s 21st birthday in March 2019.
In 2018, at the age of 59, I decided to cycle London to Paris
after hearing about the work of this amazing charity. Being
new to cycling long distances I started my training six
months before the ride. It was painful and exhausting at
times but I told myself it’s nothing
compared to what these kids and
their families are going through on
a daily basis. I found the four-day
ride satisfying and rewarding
thanks to all my training.
I came up with the hare-brained
idea to do another bike ride for Sophie’s Appeal (sophiesappeal.org) as
their funds were severely depleted
due to Covid, and decided on London to Amsterdam next June. Fortunately, when chatting to my friend
David about it, he said he would join me. The next day his
son Corey agreed to do it too. Great that we’ll have each other’s support for our nearly 400-mile ride.
We’ve already started training so you might see us out and
about wearing our pink Sophie’s Appeal jerseys … please
don’t toot as we might fall off, or worse! If you’d like to support us through justgiving.com/team/hewlett-thomas we’d be
very appreciative.
Steve Hewlett & David Thomas

Little Fishes Pre-School
Based at St. Peter’s Catholic Primary School, Oliver’s Battery
Road North, Winchester, SO22 4JB
www.stpetershants.co.uk
.
“At Little Fishes we have fun every day as we explore and discover through our play. We always remember
to have sharing hands, speak with kind words and use our listening ears”
For 20 years, Little Fishes has offered a warm, secure and welcoming environment for
pre-school children to learn and explore.
We are based in a large and sunny purpose-built room and have an extensive outside play area,
which we share with the school Reception classes and which we use every day whatever the weather.
The Little Fishes team works alongside the school’s Early Years teachers to provide the EYFS curriculum.
Open Monday to Friday during term time, with a variety of sessions
available between 08.45 & 15.45, for children aged between 2 years 9 months and 5 years.
No registration fee
£5.50 per hour for non-funded sessions, inclusive of
snacks and consumables
Universal and Extended EYE funding available for 3 & 4 year olds
If you would like to arrange a visit or find out more information,
email admin@st-peters.hants.sch.uk or call 01962 852820
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Exciting technological developments may follow, but changes need to happen here, today
and tomorrow. So, what can we do that relates to the UN Conference?

The urgency to take action to tackle the climate crisis is very much at the forefront of
everyone’s minds. November saw what has
been described as ‘the most important conference on climate change ever’, COP26. So
why is this one in particular so important?

What is COP 26?
COP stands for Conference of Parties. The conference allows
attendees to agree and negotiate plans for tackling the climate emergency. This COP is the 26th meeting of the group,
countries that have signed up to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) – a treaty
agreed in 1994. This year, the President Country of COP is
the UK. COP26 represents a pivotal moment in our global
challenge to tackle the climate crisis.
The four main goals of COP26 are:
▪ To secure global net zero by the mid-century and keep
1.5C within reach Countries are being asked to come forward with ambitious targets to stop global warming
▪ Adapt to protect communities and natural habitats Countries are asked to put in place plans to protect our natural
environment and support communities that are being affected by climate change
▪ Mobilise finance To realise these goals, developed countries must promise to raise at least $100bn in climate finance per year
▪ Work together to deliver Countries will be asked to ensure
there are structures in place for global cooperation

What impact can you have?
With COP26 happening in the UK, now is a great time to get
involved. We know what needs to be done, and we have the
tools to do it, right now, to make a big enough difference.

Oliver’s
Battery
Brownies

We can all make changes such as better insulating our homes, walking short journeys rather than using our cars; flying less; reducing food waste. But
we need our Government and Councils to make changes
too, to support us to do all that we can. Having the UN Conference on our island is the perfect time to use our voices to
demand that the government puts its money where its
mouth is.
Better public transport, that’s cheaper, more frequent and
goes to the right destinations is something we can all ask
for. Grants to help change from fossil fuels heating our
homes to electricity (from green sources) are available – can
they be more accessible? Creating solar farms on poor quality land in our area where we have a high solar index is something we can agree to and support.
▪ Talk to your family and friends about COP26. Have an
open conversation about what they think it means and
why it matters.
▪ Write a letter or send an email to your MP to tell them you
are concerned about climate change and that you want to
see results from COP. You could send them a copy of your
own parish council’s carbon footprint – available on the
WinACC website winacc.org.uk/wecan.
▪ Join Winchester Action on Climate Change (WinACC), an
organisation able to support local action. Get in touch with
them to find out more about how you can get involved.
As communities we can come together to ensure a brighter
future for the next generation.
WeCAN - Winchester Climate Action Network
More recently we have been looking at
space, light and fire safety. We’ll end the
term with a Christmassy something.
Well done! to Bayley, Hope and Beth for their
awesome fundraising activities over the summer. Between them they raised a wonderful
£130 for the St Mark’s Church renovation
fund.

Well, we’re pleased to report that we made it
to half term with only one meeting that had
to be held online due to Covid! The girls continue to be resilient in dealing with whatever
challenges have been thrown at them.
At the start of term, we found ourselves
again on The Battery – but without rain this
time! Girls worked together as a team to
erect tents, learning to follow instructions
and problem solve. The following week we
practised knots with shoe laces and tried our
hand at sewing. We became artists using
vegetable prints and learnt about how we
can be water superheroes. Did you know that
it takes around 7,000–10,000 litres of water
to make a pair of jeans?

Finally, a big CONGRATULATIONS
to Hope who has achieved her
Bronze Brownie award.
Bayley, Hope and Beth

If you want to join in the fun then please register at girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved. We have
spaces and can always welcome new adult
volunteers in and around Winchester
at Rainbows, Brownies or Guides.
Kate Fletcher,
3rd Winchester City Brownies

Beth’s painted stones

Oliver’s Battery Brownies is 50 in December this year! Were you or someone in your family a Brownie with us or did you help with the
unit in some way? We’d love to hear your memories and welcome you to join us for an event to be planned for early 2022. Please drop
us a line on 3rdwincitybrownies@gmail.com.
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Winchester Local Group Hampshire and
IOW Wildlife Trust
Whilst the Winchester Local Group of the Hampshire & IOW
Wildlife Trust have yet to meet face to face, options are being explored to restart our programme of talks and walks –
your safety is paramount in all our discussions.
As I write, world leaders are coming to Glasgow to talk about
climate change and how to tackle it. We are in the middle of
a climate and nature emergency, and the two are inextricably linked. The Wildlife Trusts want Nature Recovery Networks to be at the heart of the future planning systems to
help address the crisis. Whilst stopping the decline of wildlife, restoring nature can help soak up carbon emissions.
Putting nature into recovery has additional benefits such as
improving our wellbeing, reducing the risk of flooding, maintaining clean water and healthy soils and the pollinators for
our crops. Do visit the Trust’s website for more information
on the work being done here in Hampshire and the Isle of
Wight providing natural solutions for storing carbon both on
the land and off our coast.
hiwwt.org.uk/we-manage-land-wildlife/natural-solutions-climate-change
On a very local scale there are simple ways we can all help
turn the tide on the drastic decline in our wildlife and wild
spaces and at the same time the climate catastrophe. You
can find lots of tips and ideas on the Trust’s website.
hiwwt.org.uk/things-you-can-do-about-climate-change

The Air We Breathe
It has been a busy time for the North Hampshire
Prostate Cancer Support Group, starting with the
‘Awareness’ event in the Malls on 23rd October. Armed with
a TV and excellent PCUK videos, the team had considerable
success in putting out awareness literature, to such an extent that despite having planned ahead and with us having
ordered extensive additional stocks, we nearly ran out. It
was with sadness that many of us observed that some men
in the critical age band declined interest, although we were
encouraged that a growing number now seem to be aware of
the benefits of regular ‘check ups’ and to catching any disease early. We also gained the attention of many women,
with the implied threat to their men that the issue was not
going to be left unaddressed and they had better act or
there was trouble ahead! Inevitably when attending such
events, one hears some heart-rending stories. Perhaps the
most tragic for us on the day was to hear of a 23-year-old,
who had developed the disease!
At our monthly gathering we had a fascinating talk by David
Cullum, a local resident who has spent his whole life working
for the Met Office. His talk was titled ‘The Air We Breathe’.
He started by highlighting how it had all started with Vice Admiral Fitzroy. For those who may not know, Fitzroy had become a member of the illustrious Royal Society, and his
push for weather forecasting led to him being tasked in
1854 with collecting weather data at sea. Subsequently he
become deeply concerned that sailors were going to sea
without an awareness of impending dangerous weather. It
was the same Fitzroy who as captain of the Beagle who took

This winter, wrap up warmly and perhaps visit the Trust's nature reserves around Winchester. At Hockley Meadows, kingfishers, brown trout, buzzards can be spotted all year round.
It is a wonderful reserve to visit if a relaxing walk is what you
seek – there’s nothing more revitalizing than the rippling waters of the Itchen Navigation and the views of the valley
across the historic water meadows. A little further afield in
Romsey, but easily accessible by public transport, is Fishlake
Meadows which, after farming of the land ceased over the
last two decades, is now a spectacular wetland, home to
hunting ospreys, elusive bitterns, and murmurating starlings.
This winter look out for wildfowl, visiting marsh harriers and
majestic great white egrets. The reserve also supports other
species such as otters and water voles and covers over 60
hectares. For further details of both these reserves and how
to find them as well as all the Trust reserves please visit
hiwwt.org.uk/nature-reserves.
Further information about the Trust is available on the
Trust’s website at hiwwt.org.uk (including How to have an eco
Christmas wildlifetrusts.org/actions/how-have-eco-christmas!) Facebook (@HampshireandIsleof WightWildlifeTrust) or Twitter
(@HantsIWWildlife). Do have a look!
Anne Ardill
Winchester Local Group Hampshire & IOW Wildlife trust
Darwin on his famous voyage of discovery round South
America. David even brought with him a very early hardbacked book of weather readings from around 1870 for us
to view.
David started by posing the question, ‘Does air weigh anything?’, going on to explain its weight and then the typical
gases of which it is composed and how they have been
changing in recent years. For those who take an interest in
the weather charts showing isobars, David demonstrated
how the mid point between high and low pressure works out
at 1013 millibars. He went on to highlight the main gases in
our atmosphere with the different percentages, giving the
importance of the three main greenhouse gases of water
vapour, CO2, and methane, and explaining how ozone, which
provides a UV barrier, enables life on earth to survive. David
highlighted his concern at the recent rise in CO2 levels and,
with a chart, explained that the previous time such levels
had been reached the earth was 2/3 degrees C warmer and
sea levels 25–30 metres higher. A further table he displayed
showed the main producers by country, with China significantly ahead of any other and the UK only contributing about
1%. A lively round of questions followed, although David had
to admit defeat when asked what COP26 stood for!
For those interested, COP stands for Conference of the
Parties, and will be attended by countries that signed the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) – a treaty agreed in 1994. The 2021 meeting is
the 26th meeting, which is why it’s called COP26.

Keith Bunker,
07377 430242 | info@nhpcsg.org.uk | nhpcsg.org.uk
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Neighbourhood Watch
Keep your contactless card safe
From 15th October the spending limit for
contactless cards increased from £45 to
£100. Whilst it will take time to update all the card payment
terminals, the increase does make bank card theft more attractive to offenders. It will be easier for a thief to use a lost
or stolen card to make larger purchases, especially if the victim has not noticed that the card is missing. You can limit
the risk of contactless fraud with some simple steps:
▪ Invest in a purse chain with bells which attaches your wallet to your bag or pocket
▪ Remove all valuables including bags with bank cards from
your car
▪ Check bank statements regularly; if you see unexpected
payments contact your bank immediately
▪ Don’t let anyone take your card out of sight to make a payment and always ask for a receipt
▪ If you think your card is lost or stolen, contact your bank
straight away to cancel it. Many mobile banking apps have
the facility to pause or cancel a card immediately.
▪ If you have been a victim of fraud, report it to Action Fraud
using their online tool, or by calling 0800 123 0240

New phone service to combat increased fraud
A new service has been developed and is currently being piloted by a range of banks and telephone companies in order
to combat the increasing levels of fraud in the UK. The service, which includes the likes of Barclays, Lloyds (including
Halifax and Bank of Scotland), Natwest (including Royal

Bank of Scotland and Ulster Bank) as well as Santander and
Starling Bank, allows people to contact their participating
bank directly if they think they are being scammed. It works
very much in the same way as 101 does with the police and
111 for the NHS – it ensures that you are protected against
possible fraudsters attempting to gain access to personal
information or financial information such as bank details.
When should you call 159?
▪ Someone contacts you saying they’re from your bank –
even if they are not suspicious
▪ You receive a call asking you to transfer money or make a
payment – even if it seems genuine
▪ You receive a call about a financial matter and it seems
suspicious
Remember, 159 will never call you.

Urgent plea ...
Sandie Vining, our fantastic Winchester Area Co-ordinator
was hoping to retire after many years building this network
up to what it is today, but sadly no-one has come forward to
take over the role of Area Neighbourhood Watch Representative for Winchester City. I’m sharing this urgent plea from
Sandie in the hope that someone can help ...
‘Please can someone come forward to take on my role otherwise the
wonderful network we have now got in Winchester City will not continue, communication will stop and many important, useful and news of
developments will go unshared leaving our communities un-informed.
Please contact me on 01962 865384 or sandievining@btinternet.com
if you can help or perhaps two people could do it together?’
Julie Lacey, Wheatland Close co-ordinator, J.a.lacey@hotmail.co.uk
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Tech Talk
The last 18 months have been tough. Each family had their
own challenges; for mine, it was the UCAS personal statement as my son applied for university. No college meant no
after-college activities. Closed shops meant no weekend
jobs. Closed charities meant no volunteering. How could he
stand out from the crowd? The answer came with online
learning and volunteering.
As things return to normal, we’re
finding that these are still great
ways of building skills and knowledge, whether it’s for a UCAS
statement, gaining career skills or
simply if your school days are lost
in the mists of time but you still
want to learn. As Henry Ford said:
‘Anyone who stops learning is old,
whether at twenty or eighty. Anyone
who keeps learning stays young.’
We started with a Massive Open
Online Course (MOOC). Lasting weeks rather than years,
MOOCs can be free and often have no formal entry requirements. Courses use online media – typically video lectures –
so you can study at your own pace. There are online tests to
assess your progress and you can chat on the forums with
other course participants.
There are several sites offering MOOCs, but our go-to is
Coursera. From Edinburgh to Melbourne, Tokyo to Yale, uni-

versities all over the world host courses on Coursera, from
beginner to Masters level. Courses offered by commercial
companies such as IBM, Google and Microsoft and organisations like The Museum of Modern Art offer job-relevant learning. Higher-level courses and those offered by commercial
partners are rarely free, but there are still over 1800 free
courses on a myriad of subjects coursera.org/search?query=free.
Fancy ‘Big History: Connecting Knowledge’, ‘Successful Negotiation: Essential Strategies and Skills’, ‘Science of Exercise’, ‘Astronomy: Exploring Time
and Space’, ‘Our Earth's Future’?
For something lighter we turned
to Zooniverse (zooniverse.org) for
some online volunteering. As they
say themselves: ‘The Zooniverse
enables everyone to take part in real
cutting-edge research in many fields
across the sciences, humanities, and
more. The Zooniverse creates opportunities for you to unlock answers and
contribute to real discoveries.’ My son
picked a project classifying gravitational waves – ripples in
spacetime. Other projects range from identifying clouds,
classifying whale vocalisations, transcribing information from
architectural photography to capturing 19th-century tide
gauge data from around the UK to study climate change and
sea level rise. Personally, I love counting penguins in their
Penguin Watch.
Ann Jury | ann@winchestercomputertutor.co.uk
winchestercomputertutor.co.uk/anns-thoughts/online-learning

Oliver’s Battery WI
Since September, OBWI have been busy both in and out. We have marshalled the Winchester Half Marathon, entered Bea [Keeper] in the Scarecrow competition and proactively supported the inaugural Greening Project.
Inside, graphic designer Alison Gardner and former Winchester Mayor, Sue
Gentry, have entertained us with insights into their lives and our future programme includes
craft and seasonal celebrations as well as speakers.
OBWI meet 11 times a year (not August) and monthly meetings begin at 7.30pm, normally
on the third Monday of the month in St Mark’s Church Hall, Oliver’s Battery (opposite the
shops). If you or someone you know would like to come along to find out more about the
group or the benefits of the WI, please contact oliversbatterysec@hampshirewi.org.uk. Visitors
can attend a couple of group meetings before deciding to join. Annual subs for April 2022
will be £44; pro rata subs will apply for 2021 new joiners.
The OBWI group is 21 and our members range from founders to new recruits, who come from around the area. We aim to
offer fun and friendship as well as informative meetings and community involvement – home-baked refreshments are a given! Signed up members can join the monthly Knit & Natter, Craft or Book Club sessions and the recently added member led
walks. Members are offered further educational activities by HCFWI (county) and the National WI.
Please note: When we gather for indoor
meetings we remain mindful of social
distancing measures so windows are
open and jackets may need to stay on!
Until the Hall’s kitchen refurbishment is
complete, members need to bring their
own drinks to monthly meetings.
We look forward to meeting you.

Yours in friendship,
Oliver's Battery WI
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areas of water. They catch fish by swimming underwater,
their feathers allowing them to dive deeper by preventing air
bubbles from getting trapped within them. But they are not
waterproof so, in order to fly their wings have to be spread
out to dry. There are reserves closer to home you can visit in
a day such as Farlington Marshes, Titchfield Haven and
Blashford Lakes if it is over-wintering water birds you want to
see. Take your binoculars.

Nature Notes
In late September we stayed a week in a cottage at Winchelsea Beach overlooking Rye Harbour Nature Reserve. One of
the largest and most important wildlife sites in England, it is
an exceptional coastal and wetland landscape and home to
more than 4,355 species of plants and animals including
300 that are rare or endangered. Covering over 1000 acres,
it is managed by Sussex Wildlife Trust.
The seaward side is bounded by high
banks of shingle built up by tides and
storms. Behind this is a patchwork of
saltmarsh and lagoons, habitats for
ducks, geese and other water birds
varying from season to season. In the
spring reed beds are noisy with nesting reed and sedge warblers. Sheep
graze on the saltmarsh plants.

On these warm sunny autumn days I
have noticed how quiet it is except for
a lone robin singing its winter tune. Its
song is a warning to rival robins telling
them to keep out of its territory for robins are fiercely territorial and are not
the little gentle looking birds depicted
on our Christmas cards. They will fight
to the death to maintain or gain territory, their red breast also being a warning. But we love this little gardener’s
friend and it would be a sad loss if
they disappeared.

We spent a day wending our way
through these habitats where there
Cormorant
are five bird hides, some of which are
wheelchair accessible. It was a bit too early to see many inWhen you read this the United Nations’ Conference, COP26
coming migrating birds but there was a variety of ducks and
will have taken place and what has been decided may be
geese and a host of adult and juvenile cormorants gathered
the solution to arrest and repair the damage humankind has
together landing and taking off at intervals. Cormorants are
done to our planet. But will Governments and big business
usually associated with the sea but we have seen one sitting
keep their promises? They haven’t so far. Treasure what we
by the large lake on Oliver’s Battery Golf Course with its
still have and share this with your children.
wings outstretched. This bird can be found miles inland by

Norma Goodwin

Badger Farm & Oliver’s Battery
Parish Council Meetings
Our parish councils meet monthly and
members of the public are welcome to attend.
Badger Farm Parish Council
currently meets at 7.30pm on the 2nd Monday of each month (except August) in the
Main Hall, Stanmore Primary School. We
hope to resume meetings at Badger Farm
Community Centre in the new year – please
check the council website (badgerfarm-pc.gov.uk). Contact the
clerk, Christine Howe. clerk@badgerfarm-pc.gov.uk.
Oliver’s Battery Parish Council
Please see the Parish Council website
(oliversbattery.info) and Facebook page
(@OliversBatteryParishCouncil) for information on the dates, times and location of
future meetings.
Contact the clerk, Sara Sawyer.
clerkoliversbattery@gmail.com.
If you have a community contribution or would like to advertise with us, please get in touch.
Editorial deadline for our next issue:
Friday 4 March 2022
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Editorial email: bfobrca.cnews@gmail.com
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