
Autumn 2021

COMMUNITY NEWS

Badger Farm � Oliver’s Battery

We are delighted to announce the
return of our much-loved Chat-Tea Café.

 The Café will be opening its doors at the Badger
Farm Community Centre on

Monday 27 September 2021
 from 2–4pm

Along with the rest of the world, due to Covid-19 the
Chat-Tea Café had to close its doors in March 2020.
Over a year later, as we are slowly moving back to-
wards some normality, our band of volunteers is really
looking forward to welcoming back all our lovely friends
and neighbours to our monthly Café.

The Chat-Tea Café was launched at the Badger Farm
Community Centre in January 2019.  It came about as
a ‘vision and initiative’ of Debbie Deeney, who recog-
nised there was a need to provide a local place for the
older generation to meet up in a safe and comfortable
space to chat and make new friends over a lovely
slice of homemade cake and a warm
drink.  As each month passed, the
Café became a joy for so many
people as they met new friends
and spread the word to others.

Because of Covid-19, social iso-
lation has become even more

evident as a lot of people have
been confined to their homes.

The ethos of the Chat-Tea

Café is to welcome and provide a safe place for
people to drop-in, relax and enjoy a few hours of
chatter, laughter, cake and a warm drink in a relaxed
and informal atmosphere.  A feeling of togetherness
and companionship.

We want to reassure everyone that we will be operating
under the guidance and rules of the latest health and
government advice re Covid-19.

Future dates
for your 2021 and 2022 calendars

(The last Monday of every month between 2–4pm)

25 October 2021
29 November 2021
27 December 2021

31 January 2022
28 February 2022

     28 March 2022

We really look forward to seeing
you at our next Café.

And remember …
sharing is caring – especially
when it comes to cake!

The Chat-Tea
Café Team

Chat-Tea Café is back!
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Website
bfobrca.org

Social Media
fb.com/BadgerFarmCommunityCentre

twitter.com/BFCCWinchester

Email
enquiries@bfobrca.org

Phone
01962 868630

News from the Community Centre
Art Exhibition

SPLASH is a group of amateur and professional artists and
makers taking part in Hampshire Open Studios. We will be
showcasing our work at the Community Centre for the Au-
gust Bank Holiday weekend, 28–30 August: artists, print-
makers, jewellery, artist’s books, mixed media, ceramics,
woodworking and embroidery as well as cards and prints.
Come along and buy original work and chat to us about our
art. We would love to meet you. For any enquiries email
wendy.bramall@btinternet.com.

Wendy Bramall

Community News Distribu-
tion Coordinator needed
We’re really sorry to say goodbye to Rachel and Harvey. For
many years, they have been Distribution Coordinators for
Community News, delivering the copies we receive from the
printer to our network of distributors in half of Badger Farm.

We are looking for a volunteer to take on this role which in-
volves receiving the magazines, counting out the correct
number for each road on the list and delivering them to the
relevant distributors.

A car is essential.

For more information or to volunteer for this role, please
contact me on bfobrca.cnews@gmail.com.

I would also like to add my personal thanks to Rachel and
Harvey for the support they have provided to me as Commu-
nity News editor, in particular their amazing proofreading
skills!

Ann Jury, Community News Editor

Home Instead Activity Group
At Home Instead we think that everyone should live well their
way. We also realise that to have a good quality of life we
need so much more than just being able to complete daily
tasks to keep us going. It is about having enjoyment, sharing
moments and being able to look forward to things.

I think for all of us during the pandemic it has been hard to
keep positive and to boost our mood.

Scientific evidence shows that to remain healthy in body we
also need to be healthy in both mind and spirit. Home In-
stead has always focused on providing a high quality of care
to include activities but these were particularly important
during Covid. Enabling clients to choose activities, either that
they have previously enjoyed or are new to them, has
brought smiles and shared moments to be cherished during
such a hard time.

One of our CAREGivers knows that Maud* loves singing so
she regularly takes her guitar on her visits. Maud likes to
choose some of her favourite songs to sing at the end of the
call and this sets a happy mood for both of them at the end
of the visit. Another CAREGiver knows that Bob* loves watch-
ing his team play but was unable to go to matches any more
so she found some newspaper cuttings that had reports
about some special matches he had been to. He was able to
relive these moments and share his knowledge with her.

Two clients, Malcolm* and Beryl*, have revisited their love of
art and have enjoyed completing several projects during
lockdown. Not only did they have a real sense of achieve-
ment, but their daily routine was broken up with an activity
that they both enjoyed and provided fun.

In this last year activities outside the home have been more
difficult to manage and have become more or less non-exist-
ent for many people. It is for this reason that Home Instead
has decided to start a free activity group for older people in
Winchester. The group will be held on the 3rd Friday of every
month starting on 16 of July. It will be 10.30–12.30 in the
Warren Room at Badger Farm Community Centre. We do
hope that you will be able to join us as we believe that Life
Should Be Lived Well Your Way and we hope we can help
you to do this.

If you need further information about Home Instead please
contact us on 01962 736681 or visit our website
homeinstead.co.uk/centralhampshire.

*Not real names for confidentiality purposes

https://www.badgerfarm-pc.gov.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/BadgerFarmCommunityCentre
https://twitter.com/BFCCWinchester
mailto:clerk@badgerfarm-pc.gov.uk
mailto:enquiries@bfobrca.org
mailto:wendy.bramall@btinternet.com
mailto:bfobrca.cnews@gmail.com
https://www.homeinstead.co.uk/central-hampshire/
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JUST SOME OF THE COMMUNITY CENTRE ACTIVITIES

COVID-19: Some groups are currently suspended, and some may be running at-home activities.
Please check with the organiser for more information or go to bfobrca.org/activities-update

for the latest news.

General Interest
ACTIVITY DAY CONTACT

Badger Farm
ACOL Club

Friday
7.00 – 10.00pm

Richard Holt
07914 726 342

Badger Farm
Art Group

Thursday
1.30 – 4.00pm

Sarah Zimmer
snippycards@hotmail.co.uk

Badger Farm
Bridge Club

Tuesday
7.15 – 10.15pm

Fred Hotchen
01794 301185
07771 854 347

fred.hotchen@btinternet.com

Nuline
Dancing

Thursdays
1.45 – 3.15pm

Brian
07511 876149

Royal British
Legion

1st Thursday
monthly

7.30 – 8.30pm

Stanley Judd
01962 841402

Spanish Wednesday
9.45–11.45am

Elena
esglearnspanish@gmail.com

Wessex
Wargames

Club

Tuesday
7.00 – 11.00pm

Alan McFarlane
01962 864210

Winchester
Chess Club

Wednesday
7.15 – 10.30pm

Starting in
September

To be confirmed

Children
ACTIVITY DAY CONTACT
AG Martial

Arts
Tuesday

5.15 – 6.45pm
To be confirmed

Badger Farm
Pre-School
Playgroup

Mon. Tues. Wed.
9.15am – 3.00pm
Thurs. Fri. 9.15am

– 12.15pm

Denise Tosdevine
07771 798 474

deniseinpreschool
@hotmail.co.uk

Integr8 Dance Thursday
5–6pm

natalie@integr8dance.com

Jones
Academy

Irish Dance

Tuesday
5:30–7:30pm jonesacademy@mail.com

SSKO Junior
Karate

To be confirmed Paul Bowles
ssko@hotmail.co.uk

Winchester
Scouts (7th)

Tuesday
8.00–9.30pm

From September

To be confirmed

Winchester
Junior Chess

club

Sunday
11.00am –
12.30pm

Lukasz Piecha
07711 804361

Winchester
Young

Embroiderers

Contact
organisers for

dates

Karen Brooking
brooking.karen@gmail.com

Health & Fitness
ACTIVITY DAY CONTACT
Badminton Thursday

8.00 – 9.00pm
Wendy King

01962 861525
Gentle

Therapeutic
Yoga

Tuesday
1.30 – 3.00pm

From September

Christine Giles
www.psc.ac.uk/ahed

01962 886166
Legs, Bums &

Tums
Older adults
Bootcamp

See advert for
details

Catherine Jones
cathjones@talktalk.net

07990 513 434

On Fire
Fitness

Friday
6.00–7.00pm

Karlene Norris
norriskarlene@yahoo.co.uk

Pilates Various Various. See
bfobrca.org/activities

Slimming
World

Saturday
9.30 – 10.30am

Steve Coombes
07788 683 077

SSKO Karate Friday
6.30 – 8.30pm

Paul Bowles
ssko@hotmail.co.uk

Weight
Watchers

Thursday
9.30 – 10.30am
6.00 – 7.00pm

(evening session
suspended)

Lorraine Small
lsmall@ww.com

Winchester
Tae Kwon-Do

Monday
Wednesday

6.30 – 8.30pm

Lucy Scott
info@winchestertkd.co.uk

Older Adults
ACTIVITY DAY CONTACT
Alzheimer's

Society Social
Club

To be confirmed alzheimers.org.uk

Alzheimer's
Society

Dementia
Café

To be confirmed alzheimers.org.uk

Andover
Mind Carer

Support

To be confirmed
Every two weeks

To be confirmed

Chat-Tea Café Last Monday of
the month

2.00 – 4.00pm

info@chat-tea.co.uk

Home Instead
Activity
Group

Every third Friday
10.30am –
12.00pm

hants@homeinstead.co.uk
01962 736681

These are some of the events that take place regularly at Badger Farm Community Centre. For more details see
bfobrca.org/activities or contact the group’s organiser. If you can’t find what you are looking for or want to enquire about

setting up a new group, please email enquiries@bfobrca.org or telephone Ali on 01962 868630 (Mon – Wed only).
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Oliver’s Battery Parish
Council
Connie Leach

Connie has recently stepped down from the council after
seven years of tireless service on behalf of the community.
Over that time Connie lead the development and publication
of the Oliver’s Battery Plan, edited the new OB-server maga-
zine, helped organise surveys and photographs to support
the successful listing of the Texas Field as an asset of com-
munity value, successfully campaigned against the proposed
Pitt Vale housing development and lead on the Green Belt
for South Winchester paper submitted by the council to Win-
chester City Council.

Connie was also the lead councillor for the Events Group
which organised the community Christmas Trees, the Scare-
crow Competition and preparations for a VE Day Community
Party. More recently, Connie has been working on the Save
South Winchester Campaign Group, as one of the council
representatives, to oppose strategic allocations or new set-
tlements like the proposed Royaldown development and the
development at South Winchester Golf Club.  The council is
thankful to Connie for her hard work and service.

Recreation Ground
Throughout lockdown the recreation ground has been heavi-
ly used. Consequently, there are areas, particularly around
the play equipment, that have suffered. It is proposed that
work will be undertaken later this year to reinstate surface
levels in the worst affected areas with extra soil and turf, in-

stall steps to the bottom half of one side of the long slide
and install a soakaway adjacent to the bottom of the slide. It
may well be that parts of the play area will be closed while
this work is undertaken. We would be grateful for your pa-
tience and understanding whilst this work takes place.

It appears that a section of fence behind the far goalposts
has been damaged by people retrieving footballs from the
adjoining field and a replacement has been ordered. Other
actions are under consideration to help prevent further dam-
age and trespass.

It is anticipated that the initial results of the recreation
ground survey will be available in September.

Green Picnic
The Green Picnic, previously scheduled for 10 July, could not
go ahead because the lifting of lockdown restrictions was
delayed. The picnic will now take place on 4 September. Fur-
ther information is included below.

Scarecrow Competition
Following the success of last year’s competition, plans are
currently being put in place for another competition for Oliv-
er’s Battery residents in mid-September. Publicity giving fur-
ther information will be circulated in due course.

Parish Council Meetings
With the recent easing of lockdown restrictions, parish coun-
cil meetings will resume being held in public on the first
Tuesday of each month (except August) in the newly refur-
bished St Mark’s.

Brian Mitchener – Chair, Oliver’s Battery Parish Council
cllr.mitchener@oliversbattery.info  | 01962 623585

Green Picnic at
Oliver’s Battery
Saturday 4 September from 1–4pm
Although at times it may seem too daunt-
ing, everyone has their part to play in mov-
ing towards a more sustainable lifestyle.

Small changes by individuals multiplied across a community
and then country wide is a fundamental part of the solution
towards reducing climate change, working hand in hand with
countrywide policies.

As we have seen during the pandemic, we are really good at
coming together in our communities, learning from each oth-
er and providing solutions. There are experts in every com-
munity hidden away and by providing opportunities for
people to come together to talk about the issues and solu-
tions we can share the knowledge and begin to make a dif-
ference.

On 4 September on the Battery in Oliver’s Battery we are
having a ‘Green Picnic’ to start this process of sharing knowl-
edge and building plans to become more sustainable. There
will be stalls focussing on a number of areas including:

▪ The carbon footprint of Oliver’s Battery. Where our great-
est impact is and how we could make changes

▪ Travel and active travel with maps and information about
cycling and walking routes

▪ Housing & Energy. Winchester Action on Climate Change

▪ Growing local food – in your own back garden
▪ Wildlife teams from a number of organisations – how can

we help protect the local environment and improve it our-
selves

▪ Buying local – local sustainable companies

At the picnic we will also have maps of Oliver’s Battery to
record information from you at a house by house level.
These include:
▪ Solar panels, ground source heat pumps or air source

heat pumps
▪ Habitats that you have in your garden
▪ Discussions on verges that we could leave for wildflowers,

following the successful wildflower areas on the Battery

There are also two competitions, now open to all ages:
Hedgehog Highway Poster Competition – create a poster
to encourage people to make gaps in their fences to allow
our spiny friends to travel between gardens and avoid roads.
The winning poster will be published in the next OB-server
magazine. Bring your named entry to the picnic.

Upcycling Competition – turn something old into a useful
product. There are money prizes for the three best ideas.
Bring your named entry to the picnic.

This event aims to offer fresh ideas on how we can live well
together, whilst causing less damage to the natural world
and the living processes which clean our air and water, recy-
cle our waste and grow our food. Bring a picnic and come
ready to share ideas and pick up new ideas.

mailto:cllr.mitchener@oliversbattery.info
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Badger Farm Parish
Council
Open Spaces

A plea – do you have any old photos of
open space areas on Badger Farm being used for
recreation? Maybe people playing football, running or having
a picnic that you’d be willing share with us?

We are working with WCC to ascertain who owns what land
on Badger Farm. In our endeavours to protect these for the
community we are in the process of registering various areas
as Assets of Community Value. If you have any knowledge of
open spaces, or documentation please get in touch.

Grass Cutting Pilot Scheme
Winchester City Council is changing the way it manages road
verges to benefit biodiversity. This is an important aspect of
the WCC Biodiversity Action Plan and contributes to
Winchester’s overarching response to the Climate
Emergency.

Thanks to their existing seed banks (and interest and
involvement locally), they’ve chosen pilot verges in Badger
Farm and New Alresford. In these areas they are:
▪ Reducing cutting regimes to allow flowers and grasses to

grow and seed
▪ Removing the cuttings to bring fertility down
▪ Monitoring the increase of biodiversity

These changes will benefit native wild flowers and in turn
provide better habitats for pollinators such as bees and
butterflies. In addition to this they will create green corridors
for wildlife throughout the district.

We know many of our residents are happy with this new
scheme and many residents are unhappy. There have been
a few teething issues with the new cutting schedule and
we’ve fed residents’ concerns back to WCC.

We hope most of these issues have been addressed and
rectified now with open recreational areas and verges that
should not have been part of the pilot now being cut.

Speed Cameras
By the time you read this our speed cameras
should be up and running. We have been
advised on a few locations and will be rotating
the speed cameras every few weeks to cover
the suggested locations. Let’s hope for smiley
faces.

Council Meetings
Our council meetings are held on the 2nd Monday of every
month (except August) at Badger Farm Community Centre.
We are waiting on confirmation of the room availability when
we return in September, so keep an eye on the
noticeboards, website and social media for up to date
information.

Julie Lacey
Chair, Badger Farm Parish Council

Website
badgerfarm-pc.gov.uk

Social Media
facebook.com/badgerfarmpc

twitter.com/badgerfarmpc

Clerk Email
clerk@badgerfarm-pc.gov.uk

Clerk Phone
01425 656010
07463 760801

Bus Back Better
The government has asked Hampshire County Council to
produce a Bus Service Improvement Plan to help more peo-
ple to use the buses.

We want HCC to include:

More road space for buses
Reserve streets to help bus routes avoid
traffic jams and interconnect across cen-
tral Winchester, so it is easy for everyone
to get to the railway station and new lei-
sure centre without using a car.

Better bus services
Better routes, to more villages, and more
frequent, reliable and quicker timetables
to get people out of their cars. It needs to
be easy to get to critical destinations such
as places of work, hospitals, surgeries,
schools and supermarkets and train sta-
tions, wherever you live.

Affordable bus fares
The fares throughout the district are too high, and this is es-
pecially difficult for families and people on low income. Cost
should not prevent people from using the bus.

Pollution-free buses
Buses must be greener. We would like to see electric buses
wherever possible.

Better bus connections
Bring in better bus stops and decent con-
nections between buses, and with trains.
Make it easy and pleasant to catch the
bus by improving the main bus stops –
lighting, shelters, live information, cycle
parking, and good access footpaths.
Change timetables and routes so people
can change easily between buses and on-
to trains on any journey around the whole
District, and to neighbouring areas.

We can all make choices to live lower car-
bon lifestyles, like using our cars less, but
sometimes we are limited by the reality of
the systems we operate in. Hampshire
County Council could help set up better
bus systems to make low carbon travel a
real option for more of us.

Winchester Action on Climate Change
winacc.org.uk

https://www.badgerfarm-pc.gov.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/badgerfarmpc
https://twitter.com/badgerfarmpc
mailto:clerk@badgerfarm-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@badgerfarm-pc.gov.uk
https://www.winacc.org.uk/
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Relational Body Therapist

Release physical and emotional tension
Classes and 1-2-1 sessions

On line via Zoom or face to face

Contact Carolyn

07759 778436
www.benitayoga.co.uk

BenitA YogA
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Winchester City Council
Council, Cabinet and other Meetings
It’s been a really busy couple of months leading in-
to the holiday season – two meetings of Cabinet,

the opening of a new housing development in Kings Worthy,
lots of discussion on Central Winchester, two Policy Commit-
tees, Full Council and an appearance on Parliament TV.

Cabinet on 23 June took the decision to approve the final
business case to build 76 new homes on WCC land at Win-
nall Flats. The final meeting of Cabinet before the summer
holidays was held on 21 July, with Cabinet approving the
strategic outline business case for the Central Winchester
Regeneration and asked officers to prepare work on the Out-
line Business Case which will be considered in the autumn.

The Leader of the Council Lucille Thompson spoke at the
House of Lords Select Committee’s inquiry into the effect of
Covid-19 on towns and cities. It was a two-hour session, live
on Parliament TV, giving evidence with the Leaders of High-
land, Bradford and Great Yarmouth Councils.

Garden Waste Collection
Following talks with our waste operator, BIFFA, our garden
waste collection service was unfortunately suspended for a
period in August due to staffing shortages related to the
‘pingdemic’ and a national shortage of HGV drivers. By the
time you read this, normal service should have been re-
sumed. For the latest service status updates check
winchester.gov.uk/waste-recycling/garden-waste-collection.

You will not lose out financially as the council is looking to
extend collection for a period in February to reflect the col-

Cllr Jan Warwick
jwarwick@winchester.gov.uk 07712 695431

Cllr Hannah Williams
hwilliams@winchester.gov.uk | 07776 138405

Cllr Brian Laming
blaming@winchester.gov.uk | 07973 265028

Hampshire County
Council

Waste Less
Applications for the Hampshire Waste Prevention Communi-
ty Grant Fund are invited from now until 6 September 2021.
The fund is open to community, neighbourhood, voluntary
groups, parish and town councils. Applicants should discuss
their ideas with the County Council’s Waste Prevention Team
before applying – email waste.prevention@hants.gov.uk to ar-
range an informal discussion.

Grants are available for community projects which will intro-
duce a new waste prevention, reuse or repair service to the
local area – to help build a network of waste prevention
services across the county.

Full details of what can and cannot be funded, as well how
to apply, are available online at
hants.gov.uk/News/20210628CommWastePrevGrnt.

Highways England M3 Junction 9 Project
Hampshire County Council will continue to liaise with High-
ways England about the important impact of diversion routes
and the mitigation for residents on affected routes. Agreed
mitigation measures on these diversion routes eg speed re-

duction measures, road surface and adherence to the cor-
rect diversions will be important for local residents.

Climate Change
Hampshire County Council’s Cabinet are proposing an addi-
tonal £1.2m spend on internal climate change pilot projects
with a strong educational focus. These include decarbonisa-
tion of fleet vehicles (switching to electric or vegetable oil),
additional tree planting, landscape regeneration, expansion
of LED and solar PV installations. Many of these will be pub-
lic facing to include the Sir Harold Hillier’s Climate Change
Frontier Garden, the climate positive carbon negative River
Hamble Country Park, and the food waste station at Royal
Victoria County Park.

Queen Elizabeth County Park’s new Bike Base project will
deliver a package of cycling improvements including:
▪ A mountain bike skills area will introduce riders to the dif-

ferent features and surfaces they will experience on the
park trails

▪ A mini-wheels track
▪ A new ‘green’ cycle trail for mountain

bikes

Cllr Jan Warwick

Hampshire County Councillor
Winchester Downlands

lections lost due to the impacts of Covid-19 and the HGV
driver shortage.  We thank you for your patience and apolo-
gise for this unavoidable suspension.

Next Generation Winchester
In July we hosted a virtual Next Generation Winchester focus
group to explore barriers to buying a home in Winchester.

We gained fascinating insights from participants – some
who are currently working full time and living at home with
their parents.

They told us that their three main barriers surrounding living
in Winchester are:
▪ Cost of buying or renting
▪ Feeling safe in their community
▪ Saving for a deposit.

  08450 948 946 
 

Volunteers needed for 

Friendly help with 

transport to / from 

 medical appointments 

 

Winchester Good Neighbours 

https://www.winchester.gov.uk/waste-recycling/garden-waste-collection
mailto:jwarwick@winchester.gov.uk
mailto:jwarwick@winchester.gov.uk
mailto:hwilliams@winchester.gov.uk
mailto:hwilliams@winchester.gov.uk
mailto:blaming@winchester.gov.uk
mailto:blaming@winchester.gov.uk
mailto:waste.prevention@hants.gov.uk
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20210628CommWastePrevGrnt
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20210628CommWastePrevGrnt
mailto:jwarwick@winchester.gov.uk
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From your MP
Parliament has, in recent weeks,
been debating a major new Health
and Care Bill. Drawing on my experi-
ence, I have been highlighting the

need to address long term structural gaps in staffing to back
up commitments made in the NHS ten-year plan and to tack-
le the NHS Covid backlog. We have years of workforce chal-
lenge to face and it is THE big ticket item on the desk of the
new head of NHS England, Amanda Pritchard.

As the Commons returns for the Autumn term, I and others
are calling for a requirement on the Government to publish
modelling of the future supply of the entire health and care
workforce; and I reiterate my belief in an immigration policy
that recognises, not curtails, the unique circumstances
across health and social care.

On primary care, I welcome the formal creation of new Inte-
grated Care Systems (which will remove the silos that exist)
and feel we need them to realise their potential fast. What
do I mean by that? General Practice needs to embrace the
wider primary care family and that means realising the po-
tential of community pharmacy, ophthalmology and dental
services as vehicles of prevention as much as treatment.

And moving upstream of the Bill, I am clear it has to be all
about prevention. We hear regularly now talk of a waiting list
touching 13m people but we hear less of addressing poor
health at source. So I enthusiastically support measures in
the legislation to face up to the obesity challenge; driving as
it is incidence of cancer, heart disease and diabetes among
others.

It’s no use throwing the ‘nanny state’ line at proponents of
this argument anymore. We have a Government that has,
until recently, made it illegal to leave the country and took a
view on whether you could dance at a wedding so don’t tell

me we can’t help people live healthier lives through a focus
on prevention. That is how you really ‘protect’ the NHS.

Obesity is one example, smoking is another. It remains the
biggest preventable killer in our country today and kills some
90,000 people this year – next year – every year. We can
wear a mask around a virus in a largely vaccinated popula-
tion but we sell cigarettes over the counter every day and
some people make a lot of money as a result. We need a
revised and updated tobacco control plan alongside these
health reforms or we will never realise our SmokeFree ambi-
tion by 2030 as per the policy I set back in 2017.

And finally, the back end of 2021 is going to be dominated
by the COP26 climate summit in Glasgow this November.
It’s a landmark moment and I hope to be there working with
colleagues from the Conservative Environment Network.

At COP26, we will (among other things) ask countries to com-
mit to net zero by mid-century, with more ambitious national-
ly determined contribution targets for 2030 and to urgently
protect and help adapt our communities and natural habi-
tats from the destructive effects of climate change.

And as part of my local COP, I am conducting a major Green
Winchester survey which you can complete at
www.greenwinchester.com.

Steve Brine, MP, Working hard for Winchester

Legs, Bums and Tums
Legs, Bums and Tums classes continue to be held online
and have not yet returned to the Community Centre. The
guidelines are continually changing so please contact
Catherine Jones for the latest updates.

Legs, Bums & Tums Monday 9.30am–10.30am

Legs, Bums & Tums Tuesday 6.45pm–7.45pm

Seniors Exercise Classes Wednesday 11.00am–12.00pm

Sunday Bootcamp 6.30pm–7.30pm

All classes are designed to cater for all levels of fitness and
will improve muscle tone and increase your cardiovascular
fitness over a period of time! Please contact Catherine
Jones on 07990 513434 or email at cathjones@talktalk.net
for further information on these classes.

Catherine is a full member of REPS (Register of Exercise Professionals).

A walk on the bright side
Autumn; a celebration of a vivid spectrum of colours gracing the landscape. Residents of Badger Farm enjoy an awesome
display of coloured leaves along local pathways, the Ridgeway through to surrounding woodland and pastures of Oliver’s Bat-
tery. Walking alongside the River Itchen, reflections in clear water present a vivid magnificence; colours varying from bright
yellow, orange, purple, red and
more reward the eyes with Na-
ture’s splendour. Reflections
that seem deep, providing a
‘double act’ of autumn colours
both above and below the river
surface.
Compare autumn with The Last
Night at the Proms. Not sadness
but a celebration of nature’s gift
to humanity, accompanied by
birdsong to lift the heart.

Strolling around our pristine
countryside, absorbing what
should never taken for granted:
Nature’s gift of magnificence
and colour.

Simon Lever

www.greenwinchester.com
www.greenwinchester.com
mailto:cathjones@talktalk.net


Winchester Horticultural Society
This year we have been lucky to have a good spell of warm
and even hot summer weather and the garden certainly ben-
efited from the higher temperatures. Intermittent showers
and regular watering encouraged rapid growth after a slow
start, resulting in an abundance of colour and a promise of a
good harvest in the vegetable patch. Now we are beginning
to wind down but there are still many jobs to be done, like
raking up leaves, tidying up borders, bulb planting and so on.
However, once a month on a Wednesday evening we take
time off to attend our monthly meetings which are always
enjoyable, with an interesting talk to listen to and a good
chat with fellow gardeners. Our programme for the next 3
months offers the following topics:

8 September The wine expert Jonathan Rogers will tell us all
about Viticulture in England. Among other interesting facts

you will be amazed to learn just how many vineyards have
sprung up in our country.

13 October Have you ever wondered why some plants are
scented when others are not? This is your chance to find
out. John Baker, our speaker this month, will supply us with
an explanation.

10 November Our local bulb expert, Tim Woodland, will pay
us a return visit to talk about Harvesting Bulbs in the UK and
Holland. He will bring a selection of tulip bulbs for us to buy
at just the right planting time.

Our meetings are held at the Covid-19 secure Winchester
Club, Churchill Room, Worthy Lane, Winchester, SO23 7AB
on the second Wednesday of every month, 7.30pm. Visitors
welcome, £4. Face masks still recommended.

For further information ring 01962 868862 or visit our web-
site: winhortsoc.weebly.com.
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https://winhortsoc.weebly.com/
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Badger Farm Art Group
It has been a very long time since the Art Group has met up with each
other but we are very hopeful that come September we will be reunit-
ed again. The Group have been set a challenge every week, ranging
from still lifes, landscapes and portraiture, using whatever materials
they have had at home. Sometimes we have done some drawing
practise, sometimes I have introduced them to a new artist, but they
have managed to produce so much wonderful work, and kept them-
selves occupied too.

I am very hopeful that the class can resume in September on Thursday 9th, from 1.30–3.30. I am unsure about any rules
and restrictions, but I will know nearer the time. If you have rediscovered your interest in Art/drawing and painting during
lockdown and would like to get in touch, please do not hesitate.

Sarah Zimmer
snippycards@hotmail.co.uk

John Keble CofE Primary School, Hursley
After an interesting year for us all, we’re very
much looking forward to an exciting and posi-
tive start to the autumn term. The children and

staff will be able to interact and mix with each other more
than they have been able to in the last year and we will see
the playground full of children again. As always, we remain
alert to changes in government guidance and are ready to
adapt our practice when needed.

September is also the time for children to start ‘big school’
for the first time and we are excited to welcome our new co-
hort of Year R children after a short transition programme
this summer. We can’t wait to see them in their school uni-
form on their first day, with their mix of excitement and nerv-
ousness. There are usually tears – from the parents rather
than the children!

In addition to recognising and valuing our current families,
we are also looking outwards to welcome new families into
our school. This summer, we launched Facebook and Insta-
gram pages, in addition to our school website and Twitter
account, to help us share our ethos, values and school activ-
ities. You can find them by searching for the following:

Facebook: @ampfieldjohnkebleschools
Instagram: @ampfieldjohnkebleschools
Twitter: @ampfieldJKfed
Website: ajkfed.com

Marcus Roe,
Executive Headteacher

Ampfield & John Keble CofE Primary Schools

TrustHopeForgiveness

mailto:snippycards@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.bfobrca.org/activities/badger-farm-art-group/
https://www.facebook.com/ampfieldjohnkebleschools
https://www.instagram.com/ampfieldjohnkebleschools/
https://twitter.com/ampfieldJKfed
https://www.ajkfed.com/


Edible Playground: Official Opening
It has been a really exciting time for Oliver’s

Battery Primary and Nursery School as they have worked to-
gether with Hampshire Gardens Trust on their new Edible
Playground project. The project aims to inspire young people
to take a closer interest in their surroundings and has given
all children an opportunity to become directly involved with
growing vegetables, fruit and flowers.

The Edible Playground was finally un-
veiled to everyone on 16 July when the
school held a small outdoor function to
celebrate its success. Children from
across the school did a great job of talk-
ing to The Mayor of Winchester about
what they have grown and how they have
been looking after the plants.

The Project Leader, professional gardener and horticultural-
ist, Ruth Farley set to work in February with the children, and
a group of volunteers, on what was a bare and unused part
of the school grounds. The garden is now full of wonderful
produce, including a vibrant pollination bed for insects, as a
result of the children’s weekly interaction.

It has been an incredible opportunity for our school commu-
nity to work together with Hampshire Gardens Trust on de-
veloping the Edible Playground. All children, including our

new Nursery Class, have had the opportunity to spend time
planting seeds, watch them grow and sample some of the
produce. It has been a joy to watch all children get involved
and learn so much about horticulture. It is so exciting to
think how these skills will support children in their future ca-
reers. We can’t wait to continue the project next year and
begin to embed the Edible Playground into our classroom

practice. Our Year 5/6 team are already
planting crops so that children can have
a real experience of rationing when they
tackle their World War One project in the
Autumn Term.

We are really excited to be continuing the
development of our outdoor environment
with the creation of an outdoor area for
our Year 1/2 children to have access to.
This will enable them to continue working

on their gross motor skills.

Nursery Class
A quick reminder that we do have a nursery class available
on site and take from 2 years old. The Nursery class have
access to our Forest School provision, Edible Playground,
Yurt and highly qualified staff that work across the school. If
you are interested in a place, do get in contact quickly as we
are filling up!
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Oliver’s Battery Primary and Nursery School

We would like to wish everyone a safe and happy summer
and look forward to seeing you all back in September.

For details of all the latest happenings at school, visit
oliversbatteryprimary.com. If you would like to visit, please call
01962 869496 to make an appointment. Our Headteacher,
Mrs Redfern would be delighted to show you around.

Inside the Houses of
Parliament

Following the brief AGM of the North Hampshire Prostate
Cancer Support Group, the group was privileged to have Sian
Woodward give an insight into Parliament and its workings.
Having worked in the Houses of Parliament for many years,
Sian has now risen to become one of the
clerks who sit in front of the speaker, a
role going back many hundreds of years. In
addition to these duties, which include ad-
vising the speaker on such matters as the
House standing orders, another of her
tasks is running the Table Office, involving
the scheduling of questions members wish
to raise. In the past she has worked on
many of the select committees which are established to
scrutinise ministers and the actions of their departments.

She then outlined in more detail the composition of the two
houses. The Commons comprises 365 Conservative, 199
Labour and 47 SNP MPs, with the balance from other par-
ties making 650 in total. ‘The Other House’ as the house of
Lords is referred to now contains nearly 800 members in-

cluding 26 Archbishops – the only ones to have arms to their
seats to save embarrassment if they nod off after a good
lunch!

Adding a more personal slant to her talk, Sian mentioned
that contrary to most peoples perception she is a Crown em-
ployee. As she was working in Parliament at the time, she
and her husband were able to get married in the beautiful

Chapel of St Mary Undercroft, set down
below the Great St Stephen’s Hall. One of
her most memorable experiences occurred
on her first day when, just 21, with real
trepidation she was taken into the Mem-
bers’ Dining Room to be greeted warmly by
none other than Tony Benn. Another mem-
ory she shared occurred when she was still
very junior and was tasked with counting
members entering into one of the lobbies,

with each being recorded by name. One notable face she did
not recognise was Tony Blair – her excuse being that he was
not often seen in the lobbies as he rarely voted.

At the end of her informative talk, Sian welcomed and cov-
ered a diverse range of questions.

Keith Bunker
North Hampshire Prostate Cancer Support Group

https://www.oliversbatteryprimary.com/
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Andrew Harris
Electrical Services

63 May Tree Close, Badger Farm, Winchester, SO22 4JF
Telephone: 01962 856805 ~ Mobile: 07956 934 195

Email: andy@adhelectrical.com

ALL DOMESTIC WORK UNDERTAKEN INCLUDING:

�� REWIRING
������FUSEBOARD REPLACEMENT
������ADDITIONAL LIGHTS AND SOCKETS
������WIRING FOR TELEPHONE AND COMMS SOCKETS
������INSTALLATION OF LIGHT FITTINGS
������GARDEN LIGHTING AND POWER

ALL ASPECTS OF TESTING INCLUDING:

�� ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION CONDITION REPORTS
������P.A.T. TESTING OF APPLIANCES

COMMERCIAL INSTALLATIONS

RETAIL INSTALLATIONS

ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN IN A CLEAN, TIDY
AND PROFESSIONAL MANNER

FREE ESTIMATES AND ADVICE

SPANISH
HIGHER INTERMEDIATE
CONVERSATION CLASS

Badger Farm Community Centre
Wednesday 9.45-11.45

We are a small, friendly group of people
who meet every Wednesday for 2 hours.

Ven y únete a nuestra clase. Hablamos,
escuchamos historias, vemos películas y nos

divertimos mucho.

We are very keen to welcome new
members to our informal classes so, if you

are interested, contact us at
esglearnspanish@gmail.com for more

information.
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2021 – Heatwaves and floods!
It is official: climate change is real, it is man-made and it is
happening NOW, not in the future. Human beings Homo sa-
piens are intelligent – right? So why have we set our planet,
our only home, on fire? Really clever creatures would make
no more waste than the natural biological systems can clean
up, which is exactly what all other living creatures do – ex-
cept us! We need to quickly learn to
adopt a lower carbon lifestyle, which
could also have some surprising ben-
efits.

Panic? No, no, no! We can do this if
we take effective action, but we must
start now. Yes, national government
needs to set the framework and sys-
tems, but our local communities
need to start working together in
2021. We may only have 4 or 5 years
to turn down the temperature.

Remember discovering what is most
valuable and important to you during Covid lockdowns? Was
it family and friends, a pet or a place? Act to protect them
and give them the best future you can. ‘Rethink’ how you
can live in a slightly different way. HOW? There is lots of ad-
vice online and in the media.

New Carbon Impact Reports for Badger Farm and Oliver’s
Battery Parishes are available on winacc.org.uk/wecan to help

us focus on their biggest sources of carbon. They also offers
lots of information and advice.

It might shock you that in Badger Farm and Oliver’s Battery
we produce more climate damaging gases from the things
we buy than from travelling, food and home heating! Buying
stuff is easy with home delivery, but do we have too much
stuff? Could we buy pre-loved items and share things in-
stead? Flying produces huge amounts of greenhouse gases,

so do we need to go on holiday so
often, or so far away? Making our
homes more energy efficient, particu-
larly in Olly B, will make them more
comfortable. How about installing
solar panels to generate electricity
too? We could eat meat and cheese
less often to improve both our health
and reduce carbon emissions. Per-
haps we could grow some salad and
vegetables too.

Grow greener together – Winches-
ter’s Green Week starts on 25 Sep-

tember. Check winacc.org.uk/winchestergreenweek for the
programme of activities and to join in.

The UN climate conference ‘COP26’ in the autumn has
a great list of 16 steps to cut your carbon pollution at
count-us-in.org. The time for action is NOW!

Clare Shorter

Flooding in Winchester

Wishing You Well
Which diet could be the right one for you?
The Mediterranean Diet? Ketogenic? Pescetarian? Flexitari-
an? Vegetarian? Vegan? Lower-carbohydrate real food? An
internet search can easily provide the description and
claimed reasoning behind these so-called ‘healthy diets’,
though which one would most probably be the right one for
YOU?

Since the pandemic there has been a welcome focus on di-
et, health and eating to promote health and wellbeing. It’s
good to see that many people are moving away from the av-
erage Western diet which is full of convenience foods, ultra-
processed foods, fake foods and little resembling anything
our great/grandparents would recognise. Better nutrition
and healthier choices is a step in the right direction of
course.

It’s important to note however that many people are likely to
have become nutrient-deficient after following a poor diet
previously. So if you want to try a health-full new diet, consult
with a CNHC-Registered Nutritional Therapy Practitioner who
is trained to discuss nutrient-rich foods which are likely to be
right for you. With their help, make sure you get the laborato-
ry work done first if possible to see where you may be nutri-
tionally-deficient, so that you know exactly which foods
would seem a better choice for you before you start any new
eating plan. Agreed approved foods, easy recipes and cook-
ing methods can then be selected. That is what making
healthy choices FOR YOU is all about!

Finally after you have started your personalised new diet,
check in with the Registered Nutritional Therapy Practitioner
regularly to make sure your optimal nutrition is rebalancing
your wellbeing appropriately.

To take the first steps or to find a CNHC-Registered Nutrition-
al Therapy Practitioner who is trained to individualise and
tailor nutrition plans to you, see British Association for Nutri-
tion and Lifestyle Medicine (BANT) on
bant.org.uk/foodforyourhealth_tools/food-guides.
BANT is currently running a
Food For Your Health cam-
paign and you will see that
there are free step-by-step
food guides to help to get
you started:
▪ Nutrition for you
▪ Your Body Your Health
▪ In the Kitchen
▪ Your Food Choices
▪ Healthy Habits
Amanda Turner
ATnutritiontuition.co.uk
Amanda Turner MSc  is a Registered Nutritional Therapy Practitioner
mBANT regCNHC and a certified Health Coach, specialising in Diet and
Lifestyle Support. This means that you can book personalised (online)
one-to-one clinic sessions together with frequent check-ins to maintain
momentum. By integrating nutritional science with health coaching,
empowerment is regained to take back control of your optimum health.
To book your nutritional health check-up and start your empowered
journey into wellbeing, see ATnutritiontuition.co.uk.

https://www.winacc.org.uk/wecan/
http://winacc.org.uk/winchestergreenweek/
https://www.count-us-in.org/en-gb/
https://bant.org.uk/foodforyourhealth_tools/food-guides
http://www.atnutritiontuition.co.uk/
http://www.atnutritiontuition.co.uk/
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Stanmore Primary
As the Summer Term draws to an end it is time
to reflect on another extraordinary year at
Stanmore Primary School. This term has seen

a return to more familiar events and children
have experienced a range of learning opportu-
nities as part of our Stanmore Enrichment Cur-
riculum. Our recent ‘Reading Festival’ was a
highlight, with children enjoying live music and
stories performed in our superb grounds. The
Reading Festival focused on the story of Little
Red Riding Hood and the children were intro-
duced to different versions to promote a love
of reading. Each child was given a festival
wristband and a VIP lanyard pass to the differ-
ent stages. It was lovely to hear some live mu-
sic and a lively, positive atmosphere was
enjoyed by everyone as a result.

One of our School ‘BEST’ Values is Support. As part of our
Enrichment Curriculum, children at Stanmore are encour-
aged to raise money to support charities. This year the chil-
dren and families rose to the challenge, making a difference
to very worthwhile causes. All the children took part in ‘The

Race for Life,’ raising a generous sum of money for Cancer
Research UK. The children completed a staggering 425km
(262 miles) between them, showing true persistence and
resilience on a hot day.

Children in Year 3 and 4 were involved with a Winchester
University project featuring Hannah Williams
from ‘The Voice.’ Hannah came to Stanmore to
perform with us and record an amazing song
to raise money for the charity Shelter. It was a
wonderful experience and we were delighted
when Hannah thanked the children comment-
ing ‘Singing, enthusiasm and behaviour all top notch.’
You can find out more about events at our
school by visiting our website:
stanmore.hants.sch.uk.

Despite the challenges presented by Covid,
this has been a successful year at Stanmore.
The community has remained strong and the
children have thrived. It is a pleasure to be

part of the school and I am looking forward to the Autumn
Term.

Sharon Taylor,
Headteacher, Stanmore Primary School

Oliver’s Battery
Brownies

The summer term saw Brownies on The Battery! We had a
bit too much rain on too many Tuesdays but managed a
weekly outside programme until July. Our theme this term
was Take Action. We have looked at sustainability, tried our
hand at making wind turbines, made bunting from old school
shirts, grown cress in recycled pots and invented new uses
for a large paper bag – complete with demonstrations!

The Brownies have taken part in sock tennis, invented new
sports and found ways to challenge each other in the open
space. We’ve held a treasure hunt and learnt about DNA.

Sadly, we have had to say goodbye to Annabel as she looks
to move up to Guides later in the year. Happily, we say hello
to Abigail and Bella who will be joining us in September.

We also say a big CONGRATULATIONS to Matilda who has
achieved her Silver Brownie award.

Over the summer holidays
the girls have been asked
to take part in the Region
Ramble. Hopefully we can
add our ‘miles’ to those of
other units and raise funds
towards the St Mark’s
church refurbishment
project at the same time.

If you want to join in the fun then please
register at girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved. We
have spaces from September 2021 and
can always welcome new adult volunteers
in and around Winchester at Rainbows,
Brownies or Guides.

Kate Fletcher, 3rd Winchester City Brownies

Oliver’s Battery Brownies is 50 in December this year! Were you or someone in your family a Brownie with us or did you help with the
unit in some way? We’d love to hear your memories and welcome you to join us for an event to be planned for early 2022. Please drop
us a line on 3rdwincitybrownies@gmail.com.

https://www.stanmore.hants.sch.uk/
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/
mailto:3rdwincitybrownies@gmail.com.
mailto:3rdwincitybrownies@gmail.com.
mailto:3rdwincitybrownies@gmail.com.


The Winchester Local Group of the Hampshire & IOW Wildlife
Trust is now beginning to plan for future events starting per-
haps for late autumn or early spring 2022 and hope it won’t
be too long before we see you in person again to share your
wildlife sightings this spring and summer.

In the meantime, this year has been an important one for
the Trust as it is 60 years since it was founded by a group of
8 people who recognised the wealth of wildlife in Hampshire
and the Isle of Wight. They had the foresight to realise there
was a need to protect and enhance special places for our
wildlife to continue to flourish. The Trust’s first nature re-
serve was created in 1961 at Upper Titchfield Haven. Today
the Trust manages over 50 reserves as well as forming part-
nerships to protect and connect wildlife sites across Hamp-
shire and the Isle of Wight. These include the project on
Whiteshute Ridge with Winchester City Council where the
grazing effect of the British White cattle will ultimately create
a more species-rich chalk grassland.

We are very fortunate in Winchester in having beautiful na-
ture reserves right on our doorstep. Winnall Moors Nature
Reserve with its unique mix of chalk streams, fen meadow,
pasture land and reed beds is celebrating its 40th anniver-
sary this year as well, while Barton Meadows and Deacon
Hill are two of the more recent nature reserves. These plac-
es, along with St Catherine’s Hill and the water meadows at

St Faith and St Cross which are all managed by the Trust,
form an extensive network for nature where animals can
move freely looking for food, breeding space and shelter
right on the urban fringes of Winchester. Not only do these
special places also provide enjoyment for us but the wet
meadows are important for natural flood management and
the species-rich grasslands form an expansive carbon store
helping to turn the tide on climate change.  As autumn ap-
proaches, a visit to these special places will still provide you
with plenty of wildlife. However, the Trust is very much aware
of the difficulties of balancing the needs of wildlife and that
of recreation. So, whilst very much welcoming people to the
reserves, the Trust asks for everyone to respect the wonder-
ful wildlife that now thrives in these very special places so
close to our homes. In so doing we can maintain and further
the vision of those 8 founding members 60 years ago for a
wilder future with great places to live that are good for peo-
ple and good for wildlife.

Further information about these special places managed by
the Trust and all the work of the Trust is available on the
Trust’s website at hiwwt.org.uk, Twitter (@HantsIWWildlife) or
Facebook (@HampshireandIsleof WightWildlifeTrust). Do have a
look!

Anne Ardill
Winchester Local Group Hampshire & IOW Wildlife trust

Winchester Local Group Hampshire and
IOW Wildlife Trust
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https://www.hiwwt.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/HantsIWWildlife
https://www.facebook.com/HampshireandIsleofWightWildlifeTrust


Neighbourhood Watch
Scam awareness
During the Covid-19 pandemic we’ve seen
more sophisticated scams. Please be extra

vigilant.

Action Fraud has received reports from members of the
public about fake emails purporting to be from the NHS.
The emails claim to be able to provide people with a ‘digital
passport’ that ‘proves you have been vaccinated against
COVID-19’. These emails are fake and the links within them
lead to genuine-looking websites that steal your personal
and financial information.

How to protect yourself:
In the UK, coronavirus vaccines will only be available via the
National Health Services of England, Northern Ireland, Wales
and Scotland. You can be contacted by the NHS, your em-
ployer, a GP surgery or pharmacy local to you, to receive your
vaccine. Remember, the vaccine is free of charge. At no
point will you be asked to pay.

▪ The NHS will never ask you for your bank account or card
details.

▪ The NHS will never ask you for your PIN or banking pass-
words.

▪ The NHS will never arrive unannounced at your home to
administer the vaccine.

▪ The NHS will never ask you to prove your identity by send-
ing copies of personal documents such as your passport,
driving licence, bills or pay slips.

▪ Your vaccination status can be obtained for free through
the official NHS app, NHS website, or by calling the NHS
on 119.

How to report scams:
If you receive a call you believe to be fraudulent, hang up. If
you are suspicious about an email you have received, you
can report it by forwarding the email to report@phishing.gov.uk.
Suspicious text messages can also be reported by forward-
ing them to the number 7726 (it’s free of charge).

If you believe you are the victim of a fraud, please report this
to Action Fraud as soon as possible by calling 0300 123
2040 or visiting actionfraud.police.uk.

Groups of youths
We’ve had reports of groups of youths in a few areas on
Badger Farm congregating, lighting fires, drinking and taking
drugs, anti-social behaviour, noise and causing damage.
Please report anything suspicious to hampshire.police.uk or
101. If something is in progress please call 999.

Start your own Neighbourhood Watch group
We currently have only three Neighbourhood Watch groups
on Badger Farm: Wheatland Close, Silverwood Close and
part of Lowden Close. If you would like to start a group in
your area please contact us and we’ll talk you through the
benefits of having a group and what’s involved in setting one
up.

Julie Lacey, Wheatland Close co-ordinator,
J.a.lacey@hotmail.co.uk; Stacey Leech, Lowden Close
co-ordinator, Stacey.leech1@googlemail.com
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Many of us are desperate to make improvements to our
homes after so much time spent in them during the pan-
demic, but it’s important to choose a trader wisely. Here are
some steps you should take when choosing a trader:
▪ Find a Trading Standards ‘approved trader’. Use the inter-

net to search for one in your area or the Government’s ap-
proved trader scheme TrustMark.

▪ Get references or recommendations. Ask people you know
or ask the person you hire for examples of work they’ve
carried out in the past. Try to avoid contractors who won’t
give references – it’s a sign they could be dishonest.

▪ Find out if they are a current member of a trade body.
Trade bodies have codes of practice and can help resolve
problems if things go wrong, so check your trader is a
member. Ask who they’re registered with and then check
the trade body’s website.

▪ Only use certified traders for gas and electrics. It’s danger-
ous to use someone who doesn’t know what they’re doing.
Check the Gas Safe Register for a list of traders and use a
registered electrician who can certify their own work.
When you’re having a kitchen fitted, it’s worth checking
whether the person you’ve hired will be doing the electri-

cal or gas work themselves. If not, check who they will be
using and whether they’re registered.

▪ Get a written quote. This is different to an estimate. A
quote is legally binding and the builder can’t change it
without a good reason – for example, if you ask for extra
work to be done. Try to compare quotes from a number of
contractors to make sure you’re getting a fair price.

▪ Get a written contract. This should cover exactly what
you’re paying for and everything you’ve agreed on like tim-
ings, payments, who will pay for materials and subcontrac-
tors.

▪ Think carefully about payment. Opt to pay in stages rather
than upfront. Where possible, pay by card as this can af-
ford you extra safeguards if something goes wrong.

▪ Keep copies of receipts. Also keep your written contract as
evidence, as well as photos of any problems if they arise.

If you have a problem with a contractor, and you’re not sure
what to do or where to go, you can call the national Citizens
Advice consumer helpline 0808 223 1133. Alternatively to
speak to an adviser at Citizens Advice Winchester District,
call our free phone number on 0808 278 7861 or email
advice@cawinchesterdistrict.org.uk.

Citizens Advice
Lesley Rose, Advice Services Manager for Citizens Advice Winchester District,
gives advice on how to choose a local tradesperson.

Q.  I’ve been saving up to have my kitchen redone, but I’m a bit worried about
it. Last time I had any work done on the house, it took more than double the time and ended up cost-
ing me a fortune. I’m looking for a different builder this time, but how will I know I can trust them?

mailto:report@phishing.gov.uk
https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/
https://www.hampshire.police.uk/
mailto:J.a.lacey@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:Stacey.leech1@googlemail.com
mailto:advice@cawinchesterdistrict.org.uk
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St. Peter’s Catholic Primary
Celebrating being at St Peter’s
At St. Peter’s we had a very exciting Summer
term. The children continued to work excep-
tionally hard and the drive for the ‘St. Peter’s
Polish’ was evident in the outcomes of their
work. The summer term in every school brings
many fun and exciting opportunities as chil-
dren begin to transition into a new academic
year and it was no different at St. Peter’s.

The summer term saw liturgical celebrations
such as Ss. Peter and Paul day, as well as our
Year 6 Leavers’ Mass. On Ss. Peter and Paul
day Year 2, 5 and 6 enjoyed Mass with Fr. An-
thony, which reminded us of the work of our
Patron Saint and why we are proud to be am-
bassadors of the St. Peter’s badge. This was
followed by class picnics and an enjoyable sports day where
we saw out first ever joint house win as a school. Congratula-
tions to St. David’s and St. George’s houses.

Later in the term, Year 6 began their leaving celebrations by
showcasing a production of ‘Matilda’ where they had spent
the term working on singing and choreography in order to
pull off a West End worthy show. The final week of term they

gathered in the parish centre to consider their past, present
and future selves and had a leavers’ Mass celebrated by Fr.
Mark. This was an important part of their St. Peter’s journey

as the beginning of their journey, 7 long years
ago, was celebrated in the same way with a
welcome mass. Afterwards, our Year Sixes
continued the festivities with a camp night
where they had the opportunity to share fun
memories of their time at St. Peter’s around
the campfire. We wish our leavers all the best
on the next stages of their journey.

At the end of term, the whole school enjoyed
a special day together organised by Mrs Wool-
gar where we thought about what it meant to
be a ‘St. Peteronian’ and were lead through
energetic dance sessions by the Intergr8 com-
pany to share in a sense of togetherness and
fun at the end of a very busy school year.

Check out our Facebook page for the drone footage of our
whole school dance and celebration at the end of the day,
fb.com/St-Peters-Catholic-Primary-School-107010431022990

To see what is going on at St Peter’s School visit us on our
website (stpetershants.co.uk).

Louise Buxton, Headteacher,
St. Peter’s Catholic Primary School

Little Fishes Pre-School
In our pre-school, Little Fishes, one child was fortunate to go and experience a Circus.
He came into pre-school full of excitement, recalling his memories of the Big Top and
acts he had seen. As inspiration, we made our own Circus at Little Fishes. The children
dressed up as the performers. We made a Big Top under our shelter. The acts per-
formed were twirling, tight-rope walking, juggling, stilt walking and a Grand Finale with
all the acts performing together to music from The Carnival of the Animals. Tremen-
dous fun was had by all!

Oliver’s Battery WI
Oliver’s Battery WI (OBWI) members are
meeting again!

We look forward to welcoming you to one of
our forthcoming gatherings; the next is 20

September at 7.30pm in St Mark’s Church Hall.

July saw our first group gathering, exploring the gardens of
The Old Weir House in Old Alresford. The warm evening was
a lovely opportunity for members and partners to take in the
extensive gardens, and catch up over a cuppa and selection
of homemade cakes!

The new meetings, usually on the 3rd Monday of the month,
start with Alison Gardiner, a designer/illustrator from South-
sea (20 September); Sue Gentry, former Mayor, on Home
Start (18 October); Meet award winning Drag Queen Poppy
Aphrodite (15 November); Bring & Share Christmas Social
and Guest Speaker (13 December); Talk on Hearing Dogs for
the Deaf (17 January 2022). Note that, whilst the Hall kitch-
en awaits refurbishment, all attendees are asked to bring
their own drinks – the committee will provide cakes!

If you, or someone you know, would like to discover the ben-
efits of WI, please contact oliversbatterysec@hampshirewi.org.uk.
We are one of numerous groups in the Winchester area. Visi-
tors can attend a couple of meetings before joining. Subs:
OBWI are offering a reduced annual membership £33.40
(was £44 with an optional donation of £10.60 welcomed!)
and pro rata rates will apply from September.

WI membership is all about friendship and getting involved,
to get the most out of it. OBWI also offers monthly Craft,
Book Club and Knit & Natter groups, where members come
together to share skills, stories and opinions. Coffee Morn-
ings and 5km walks are being planned.

We look forward to meeting you. Until we do, take care, stay
safe and keep smiling!

Yours in friendship, Oliver's Battery WI

https://www.facebook.com/St-Peters-Catholic-Primary-School-107010431022990
https://www.stpetershants.co.uk/
mailto:oliversbatterysec@hampshirewi.org.uk.
mailto:oliversbatterysec@hampshirewi.org.uk.
mailto:oliversbatterysec@hampshirewi.org.uk.
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Little Fishes Pre-School
Based at St. Peter’s Catholic Primary School, Oliver’s Battery

Road North, Winchester, SO22 4JB
www.stpetershants.co.uk

.
“At Little Fishes we have fun every day as we explore and discover through our play. We always remember

to have sharing hands, speak with kind words and use our listening ears”

For 20 years, Little Fishes has offered a warm, secure and welcoming environment for
pre-school children to learn and explore.

We are based in a large and sunny purpose-built room and have an extensive outside play area,
which we share with the school Reception classes and which we use every day whatever the weather.

The Little Fishes team works alongside the school’s Early Years teachers to provide the EYFS curriculum.

Open Monday to Friday during term time, with a variety of sessions
available between 08.45 & 15.45, for children aged between 2 years 9 months and 5 years.

No registration fee
£5.50 per hour for non-funded sessions, inclusive of

snacks and consumables
Universal and Extended EYE funding available for 3 & 4 year olds

If you would like to arrange a visit or find out more information,
email admin@st-peters.hants.sch.uk or call 01962 852820

Hampshire Seasons
Local resident and Winchester Photographic Society member Geoff Sharman has been out and about doing a photographic
project on the seasons and we are delighted he has shared four, representing Spring. Summer, Autumn and Winter, with us.
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Tech Talk
In 2015, Microsoft said ‘Windows 10 is
the last version of Windows’. The Verge
explained, ‘While it immediately sounds
like Microsoft is killing off Windows and not
doing future versions, the reality is a little
more complex. The future is “Windows as a
service.” … Microsoft could opt for Win-
dows 11 or Windows 12 in future, but if
people upgrade to Windows 10 and the regular updates do the trick
then everyone will just settle for just “Windows” without even worrying
about the version number.’ (bit.ly/3hI0N84). So why, in spring
2021, did I read ‘Windows 11 leak reveals new UI, Start menu, and
more’ (bit.ly/3icq0X3)? Has Microsoft abandoned the idea of
‘Windows as a service’? Well, yes – for now (bit.ly/3rNHYDG).

In June, Windows 11 was officially introduced. So, what does
this new Windows bring? The full 2021 Microsoft Windows
Event is on youtube.com/watch?v=q5egaM2hibs, but here are
the key points:
▪ A ‘softer’ user interface: windows will be rounded, back-

grounds will be more transparent, there will be new
themes.

▪ The Start menu has been revamped: it will prioritise the
document and apps you use most frequently. By default,
its icon will be at the centre of the toolbar and it will dis-
play in the centre of the screen. Live Tiles are replaced by
widgets in their own dedicated panel (bit.ly/2VNCmNR).

▪  If you like having multiple windows open, you’ll find better
management of them with ‘snap layouts’ automatically

positioning them. The implementa-
tion of multiple desktops is improved,
as is the task switching.
▪ Microsoft Teams will be built in to
simplify communication with col-
leagues, friends and family.
▪ Microsoft Store has been reworked.
In perhaps one of the biggest chang-
es, you’ll be able to run Android apps
from the Amazon app store (but not

the Google Play Store) ‘out of the box’
(onmsft.com/feature/android-apps-on-windows-11).

▪ PC gaming should be faster, prettier and more accessible
(tomsguide.com/uk/news/windows-11-gaming-xbox).

The upgrade – planned for release in the ‘holiday season’
with a slow rollout into 2022 – will be free for Windows 10
users for at least the first year. The big caveat is that Win-
dows 11 may only run on newer CPUs (bit.ly/3C5ixlQ). If you
bought your PC before 2017 you’re probably out of luck, un-
less Microsoft change their minds in the coming months. If
you can’t or won’t upgrade, don’t worry; you can continue
using Windows 10 until support ends in 2025.

My first impression is that there’s nothing earth-shattering in
this new Windows. But it’s still early days and new informa-
tion is coming out all the time – check my TechTips
(bit.ly/3kl0mC9) for the latest news and reviews.

Ann Jury | ann@winchestercomputertutor.co.uk
winchestercomputertutor.co.uk/anns-thoughts/windows-11

St Mark’s Oliver’s Battery
Refurbishment
When I first moved to Badger Farm nearly 40 years ago,
when Sainsbury’s was just a twinkle in a developer’s eye,  I
got to know St Mark’s Church well. With my new-born baby I
attended the weekly Health Visitor clinics there, made new
friends, and settled into the commu-
nity. A mother and toddler group took
place every Wednesday, and that be-
came another focus of our week. The
building was a tatty, fusty old edifice
even then, like the old-fashioned vil-
lage halls of my childhood. You didn’t
look too closely into the corners.

Now, every time I enter the renewed
St Mark’s, I feel a ‘Ta-Da!’ moment
coming on. With the new floor and
windows, the up-to-date decor, the
revamped lighting, heating and
sound system, not to mention our
lovely loos, we have at last arrived in the 21st  century. The
church services have recommenced and it has been a treat
to be able to open the doors and windows and celebrate our
coming together at last.

The exterior of the church has also been smartened up, with
new guttering, soffits and fascias. Painting the outside walls

was a true community effort, so thanks to all who wielded a
paintbrush or two.

That was Phase One of the refurbishment, and Phase Two is
now beginning. The kitchen area needs to be completely ren-
ovated so that it is a proper functioning kitchen and not just
somewhere to boil water. We need a porch at the front for
wheelchairs and buggies, and to deflect the prevailing wind,
and so reduce the heating bills and improve the building’s

‘green’ performance. We also hope
to build an extension to the rear of
the church to serve as a sanctuary.
The good news is that we are likely to
receive a grant for the kitchen, so if
all goes to plan this part of the reno-
vation should be finished by Christ-
mas.

We are still fundraising to further the
project. Covid has put a few span-
ners in the works but local people
have already been more than gener-

ous and enabled us to get this far. But
we still need to raise some more mon-

ey to make the ‘new’ St Mark’s even better for the whole
community. If you would like to contribute please visit our
website stlukeswinchester.co.uk. Details about hiring the hall
are also on the website.

Jane Bates

Community effort at St Mark’s Church

https://bit.ly/3hI0N84
https://bit.ly/3icq0X3
https://bit.ly/3rNHYDG
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q5egaM2hibs
https://bit.ly/2VNCmNR
https://www.onmsft.com/feature/android-apps-on-windows-11
https://www.tomsguide.com/uk/news/windows-11-gaming-xbox
https://bit.ly/3C5ixlQ
https://bit.ly/3kl0mC9
mailto:ann@winchestercomputertutor.co.uk
mailto:ann@winchestercomputertutor.co.uk
http://www.winchestercomputertutor.co.uk/anns-thoughts/windows-11
https://www.stlukeswinchester.co.uk/
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Nature Notes
I’m standing in the field below the tumulus in Oliver’s Bat-
tery. It is early morning on 12 July, not quite half way through
this wet summer month. Yesterday morning was misty feel-
ing autumnal but today it’s warm and a little humid. The field
is a blaze of mixed colours among the tall gently waving
grasses. Red of poppies, yellow of lady’s bedstraw and com-
mon agrimony and patches of ragwort
with a few purple blue flowers of tufted
vetch with its delicate feathery leaves.
Some oxeye daisies hang on. They have
given such a bright display all over Hamp-
shire. Marbled white butterflies have ven-
tured out after last night’s heavy rain and
a yellowhammer sings from a nearby
hedge. Sadly, this little bird is so rare
now. I used to hear one singing every year
from the whitebeam tree in Yew Hill. A
skylark is pouring his ethereal song from
on high so he still has a nest among the
long grasses. It may not be long before the
farmer brings his cutting machine but he must wait for the
skylarks to finish breeding.

Since that day we have had temperatures over 30 degrees,
torrential rain causing flooding in London and high winds.
This month of extremes has surely caused our farmers more
than a few headaches.

A member of Oliver’s Battery Countryside Group sent me this
photograph of a comma butterfly she found sunning itself on
the bench dedicated to my mother in the nature reserve.
This ragged winged butterfly is named due to the comma
shaped white spots on the underwing. It had declined in
numbers but has made a great recovery over the past forty
years and is now quite common. Its colour and shape is a
good camouflage making it seem like a dead leaf.

I’ve been writing these notes for ten years
now. This is my 41st edition. I hope read-
ers have enjoyed them. I have decided to
retire ‘my pen’ and hand it on and Wendy
Bramall, a resident of Oliver’s Battery
who is an artist and illustrator, has
agreed to pick it up. Many of you will
know her and certainly will have seen her
lovely work on the information panels in
the recreation ground and the wildlife re-
serve. She was also the designer of the
Oliver’s Battery village sign having won

the competition in which there were sever-
al excellent entries. She has a lifetime of knowledge of wild-
life so I can guarantee you will not be in the least
disappointed and it will be refreshing to hear a new voice.

I would like to thank Ann Jury, editor of Community News
who has been such strength and help to me and to all read-
ers who have expressed appreciation of my work.

Norma Goodwin

Badger Farm & Oliver’s Battery
Parish Council Meetings
Our parish councils meet monthly and

members of the public are welcome to attend.
Badger Farm Parish Council
meets at 7.30pm on the 2nd Monday of
each month (except August) at Badger
Farm Community Centre. Room venue to
be confirmed  – please check council web-
site (badgerfarm-pc.gov.uk).

Contact the clerk, Christine Howe. clerk@badgerfarm-pc.gov.uk.

Oliver’s Battery Parish Council
Please see the Parish Council website
(oliversbattery.info) and Facebook page
(@OliversBatteryParishCouncil) for informa-
tion on the dates, times and location of
future meetings.

Contact the clerk, Sara Sawyer.
clerkoliversbattery@gmail.com.

Editorial deadline for Winter 2021 issue:
Friday 5 November 2021

Editor: Ann Jury
Editorial email: bfobrca.cnews@gmail.com

Comma butterfly
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