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Sale of Davis Kickabout Area

The area of open land below Larkhill Rise in Badger Farm is the Davis Kickabout area. It has been announced
for sale at auction, currently set as 18th March (which failing, 22nd April) 2021, with a reserve value of £5000.

We need your help to buy it for the benefit of residents.
The land was held by the builder and maintained for the
benefit of residents by Winchester City Council. The
developer is now in liquidation and their assets, which
include the Davis Kickabout, are being sold. With the
recent building in Winchester this may be seen by another
developer as an ideal opportunity to purchase. This is a
great concern for all of us on Badger Farm.
We all know the area – whether just walking through it on
the many pathways, playing on it, sitting enjoying the view,
picnicking, watching wildlife or discovering plants. It is a
vital green space, especially in these times, where we all
can meet and which we can all use and enjoy.
We, the Residents’ Association, have been working closely
with the City Council to investigate possible title conditions
and planning constraints which may give protection. This
investigation has been noted on the title deeds at the Land
Registry which may reduce the appeal to builders.
Several residents have contacted us expressing their
concern and pledging financial support. We are working
closely with the Parish and City Councils and have their
support. Together with the Parish Council, a village green
application has now been made with the support of residents. This a long process which will not be decided
prior to the sale. We are also in the process of making an application for Community Asset status.

We have suggested an offer prior to auction, but the auctioneer has advised us that would likely not be accepted,
and the auction will go ahead as planned.
We are trying to raise as much money as possible for the
auction. We may have to bid against a speculative
developer, but with the potential title and planning
restrictions reducing the appeal the cost may not be
insurmountable. The City Council will get an agent to act
on our behalf at the auction and the intent is to buy the
land to be held in perpetuity for the benefit of residents.
This is so vital an asset we must ensure it is bought
for the community and its future safeguarded. Please
help us do this by donating via
crowdfunder.co.uk/save-davis-kickabout or contact
us directly at savedaviskickabout@gmail.com.
Any excess funds shall be returned to donors on a basis
proportional to the cost and expenses of purchase or
should we fail to win the auction, on the same basis after
deduction of expenses. Anonymous donations cannot be
refunded. Any excess funds which cannot be returned shall
be held for the benefit of the community.
For updates, check bfobrca.org/save-davis-kickabout or
catch up with us on Twitter @BFCCWinchester and
Facebook @BadgerFarmCommunityCentre.

News from the Community Centre: Thanks In a Time of Covid-19

In these times we are all so much more aware of just how
much we all need each other. From the health, education,
and emergency services and their workers, to those who provide all our goods and services and those who deliver them,
to all the volunteers and our neighbours and to all of us trying to keep each other safe.
We, the Community Centre, have been busy preparing a second room for the Immunisation Centre which the Friarsgate,
St Clements and St Paul’s practices have done an amazing
job in getting up and running so well for all our benefit. None
of us can thank them enough for this Herculean task which
is bringing hope to us all.
We also thank the Pre-school who have supported us in providing essential education for the children and sharing with
and (temporarily) losing space to the Immunisation Centre.

Website
bfobrca.org

For our own part, we – the trustees, Merv and I – would like
to thank the contractors Flint and Flint, Flooring Contractors,
and Acorn Property Refurbishment, both of whom made time
for us at short notice at Christmas to get the hire rooms as
Covid safe as possible and ready for the expansion of the
Immunisation Centre. Merv too volunteered to do many
things far beyond his role to help with this essential mammoth task. We also want to give a special thank you to electrician Andy Harris (please see his advert on page 9) who
donated his time, expertise and materials to ensure the
walkway into the centre is lit and helped us turn the old bar
room into a smart and flexible space which the Immunisation Centre has now been able to extend into. We would never have achieved this in time without him.
Ali Cochrane, Community Centre Manager

Social Media
fb.com/BadgerFarmCommunityCentre
twitter.com/BFCCWinchester

Email
enquiries@bfobrca.org

Phone
01962 868630

Badger Farm Parish Council Wildflower Project
With Spring just round the corner we can all look forward to
the imminent appearance of some welcome colour in the
form of wildflowers in verges and public spaces.
One of the benefits of the restrictions we
have all been living with over the past year
has been an increased appreciation of our
local environment. A number of Badger Farm
residents contacted the Parish Council last
year asking whether there was a way we
could preserve some of the flowers that appear in our verges and open spaces and if
we could save them from the mowers. In response, the Parish Council set up a working
group to find out what species were already
present and how we might best encourage
them.
We discovered that we are lucky enough
to have a number of rare species such as
Pyramidal Orchids (pictured) and White Heliborine as well as
other natives such as as Birds Foot Trefoil, Primroses, Cowparsley and Cowslips.

We are now pleased to announce that, following discussions
with Winchester City Council and some valuable advice from
their ecology team, we are embarking on a project to establish three small local wildflower reserves in Badger Farm in
areas where we have identified particular
concentrations of interesting species.
Once final permission is secured from
Hampshire County Council, we will be marking out these areas and they will be left to
grow from March until September, only being mown at the end of the flowering season. We will also be planting some native
species which complement those already
present. As well as serving as attractive reserves for our local flora, we are hopeful that
these areas will also increase biodiversity
and encourage pollinating insects and other
wildlife.
If you would like to find out more about the project or get involved yourself please contact Councillor Sarah McColl –
cllr.s.mccoll@badgerfarm-pc.gov.uk.
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Oliver’s Battery Parish
Council
Save South Winchester
The PC is working with neighbouring parish councils to protect the green fields between Oliver’s Battery and Hursley,
and between Oliver’s Battery and Compton & Shawford from
very large-scale proposed developments like ‘Royaldown’.
Winchester City Council (WCC), our local planning authority,
are publishing a Strategic Issues and Priorities consultation
document. The consultation commences on 15th February
and runs to 12th April and can be accessed via a dedicated
website branded ‘Your Place Your Plan’. By asking people a
series of questions, it provides an opportunity for everyone
to put their opinions forward and shape the direction of the
new Local Plan. The PC would encourage as many as possible to take part in the consultation and express their views.
Links to the consultation website can be found on the website and the Facebook pages of @SaveSouthWinchester and the
PC (@OliversBatteryParishCouncil).

Texas Field
Following reports that ploughing activities had commenced
in Texas Field, the PC contacted Natural England for confirmation that the farmer had fully complied with the Environmental Impact Assessment (Agriculture) (England) (No.2)
Regulations 2006. These regulations require an EIA screening decision from Natural England before any cultivation can
be undertaken on land that had not been cultivated in the
last 15 years. The PC believe that Texas Field was last culti-

Lockdown Learning
In the Oliver’s Battery and Badger Farm areas, we are fortunate to have a choice of well-regarded schools. In normal
times, we can almost begin to take them for granted but in
our third lockdown and second ‘closure’ of schools, maybe
we begin to appreciate what schools add to our lives.
The funny thing is, we all have an idea about what school
should be, whether it is the pre-schools, primaries or secondaries; almost all of us have been to
school and so we judge where our children are taught by what we experienced. Sometimes we think of our
‘good old days’ of schooling, at others,
we see some of the rules and our little
rebellions for what they are.
Now our schools are providing two different experiences. One is based in the
school and the other is remote while
the children are home. Judging from the
numbers we see around the schools, there is a fair proportion of our Oliver’s Battery and Badger Farm children attending ‘in-building’ but there are the children in the ‘schools
without walls’ environment of remote learning. Both experiences have their challenges. I am willing to bet that the children attending complain that their friends get to be home
and it’s all your fault just as much as those at home try to
escape some of the work and have successfully demolished
every secret snack store you’d ever built-up.

vated more than 15 years ago. Natural England are currently
discussing with the individuals concerned their responsibilities under the EIA regulations and works in the field have
halted in the meantime. The listing of the field as an Asset of
Community Value did not change the ownership of the field
but the existence of the ACV listing has been drawn to the
attention of Natural England.

Dog Walkers
We have been asked by a resident to remind dog walkers of
their responsibility to pick up and dispose of, in the provided
bins, any faeces deposited by their dogs on the pavements
and footpaths in the parish. We have also been asked to repeat the request made in our previous report for dog walkers
to ensure that their dogs are kept under control when meeting others.

Christmas Tree
Covid has prevented the organisation of most local community events. However, the PC was pleased to be able to provide financial support to the Oliver’s Battery Events Group to
enable the erection and decoration of a Christmas tree again
this year on the edge of the Battery near St Mark’s.

Parish Council Meetings
The PC continues to meet virtually using Zoom video conferencing. Please see our website (oliversbattery.info) and Facebook page (@OliversBatteryParishCouncil) for information on the
dates and times of meetings together with details of how
residents can gain access.
Brian Mitchener – Chair, Oliver’s Battery Parish Council
cllr.mitchener@oliversbattery.info | 01962 623585
Then there are our teachers, support, administration, caretaking, lunchtime, catering, leadership… people who are part
of our community as well. Many of them are working extra
hours to make sure that they keep up with the demands of
‘school’ in two different ways with limited resources, limited
equipment and guilt that none of it is getting done perfectly.
None of this is easy. Not one person involved feels that what
can be done is the very best – that would be children in
classrooms as normal. But none of our schools can get social distancing to work as the buildings
were not designed and built that way.
Some rooms could hold one teacher
and three children if that were applied.
Some of us who are now retired (or
heading that way) from education are
happy to help if we can. We don’t want
to tread on the toes of teachers, parents or indeed the professional tutors
who live in the area but we are happy to
do something, read a story, explain why
that calculation works that way, even suggest places to look
if you need help. You could be a parent, a pupil or an education worker. So far there are only a few of us but we can be
contacted through the Badger Farm Community Centre
(bfobrca.org) and we will help if we can.
There is not much we can do about the situation and few of
us can support the NHS but this is something we could do if
it is helpful.
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Badger Farm Parish
Council
Village Green application
The Parish Council is pushing ahead to
register Davis Kickabout area as a Village Green to ensure it
remains an open space for all the parish to enjoy in
perpetuity. It will also prevent any development regardless of
who owns the land. Thank you to those residents that filled
out evidence forms to support our application. It’s great to
have engagement and support from so many of you with
over 50 forms filled in and submitted to HCC.

Community Speedwatch
Badger Farm are looking into setting up a Speedwatch
Group. If you are interested in being involved or want more
information please get in contact.

Photographic competition 2021
Our photograph competition will be up and running around
the time this article reaches you and will close on 25th April
2021. It’s open to all Badger Farm residents with prizes for
winning entrants. We believe it’s the perfect time for some
awesome photos of our picturesque area and want to take
advantage of your photography skills with super photos for
our website and Facebook page. Find more details and the
T&C’s on our noticeboards, website and Facebook page.

Council meetings
Our council meetings (2nd Monday of the month) will remain
on Zoom for the foreseeable future. Details of the links to
join the meetings can be found on our website, on the
agenda posted on our noticeboards and on the back of our
Community News.
Take care and stay safe everyone.
Julie Lacey
Chair, Badger Farm Parish Council

Speed Cameras
HCC have now approved our suggestions for speed sign
locations so we hope to have them up and running in the
very near future.
Website
Social Media
badgerfarm-pc.gov.uk
facebook.com/badgerfarmpc
twitter.com/badgerfarmpc

St Peter’s Catholic Primary
Inside-Out Day!
‘When our little people are overwhelmed by big emotions it is our job
to share our calm, not join their chaos.’ ~ L.R. Knost
This February, St Peter’s School took part in some activities
linked to Children’s Mental Health Week as this is something
everyone is becoming increasingly aware of. As well as physical health we have mental health and it needs looking after.
Some children have been born with more
complex needs while others develop problems with their mental health due to their
early childhood experiences.

Clerk Email
clerk@badgerfarm-pc.gov.uk

Clerk Phone
01425 656010
07463 760801

tle Fishes made ‘Calming Down Bottles’. When we feel cross,
or fizzy inside we can shake our calming down bottle, watch
the pieces swirl and spin until they settle again. Our feelings
will settle down too. We expect many people would appreciate a ‘Calming Down Bottle’ during this time of lockdown!

Australia Day
Year 2 have been learning about Australia for their Geography topic this term. Australia Day was celebrated on 26th
January so we decided to join in the festivities. We had summer outfits (in January!), cork hats, soft
Australian animals joining online lessons
and much more. As always we were grateful to our parents for their support, especially in helping to put together outfits with
very little notice. Both in school and at
home the children had a choice of activities to learn about how and why people in
Australia celebrate Australia Day, including reading comprehension, word searches, colouring, platypus bookmarks, rain
sticks and some aboriginal inspired art.

We used this week to remind the children
of how we all need to look after our ‘inside
health’. By wearing our clothes inside-out
for a day we were reminded that our outside appearance doesn't necessarily reflect how we’re feeling on the inside.
Teachers worked with the children on
thinking about ways to calm down, to
We are now looking forward to our next
laugh and share our ‘big’ feelings. We also
‘special’ day – a whole school celebration
talked about how it is ok to cry and why it
of Mardi Gras. Who needs to travel when
is so important to talk. Different year
you can party at home?
groups worked with children in school and
As part of Children's Mental Health Week,
those learning at home on a variety of fun
Find out more about your school
we produced a Gratitude Tree.
activities to drive home the message.
The children thought about what they are To see what is going on at St Peter’s
thankful for, created a thank you leaf and School visit us on our website
Even our pre-school, Little Fishes, joined
added it to the tree.
(stpetershants.co.uk), Twitter (@stpetershants)
in. Having read the story of the paper
What
are
you grateful for at present? and Facebook
dolls, and discussed their feelings they
(fb.com/St-Peters-Catholic-Primary-School-107010431022990).
made some paper dolls of their own and drew faces to express an emotion. Following on from the children thinking
Louise Buxton,
about their feelings and that it is ok to feel cross or sad, LitHeadteacher, St. Peter’s Catholic Primary School
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Hampshire County
Council
£26.9m Climate Change investment for Hampshire
schools
An investment of over £26M from Government climate
change funding has been awarded to improve the energy
efficiency of 370 Hampshire County Council schools and
buildings. £6.7 million will be spent on the installation of
solar panels and £20.2 million to improve insulation by replacing inefficient single glazed windows and doors with
modern, double glazed units.
These programmes will save more than 3,600 tonnes of carbon per year and help local schools reduce their energy bills.
County Council maintained primary, secondary, and special
educational needs and disabilities schools will benefit from
this programme. Not only will this investment make a significant contribution to climate change but will also boost
skilled jobs locally in the low carbon and energy efficiency
sectors.

New Local Transport Plan for Hampshire
Hampshire County Council is asking for your views on a NEW
Hampshire Local Transport Plan.
Hampshire’s Local Transport Plan has set the policies for
transport across the County since 2001. There is a need to
update this in the changed context of new technologies, the
pandemic and increased focus on active lifestyles and the
challenges of climate change.
Please share your views on the emerging:
▪Vision: What will our transport system look like in 2050?
▪Outcomes: What are we trying to achieve in terms of climate change, economy, the environment and society?
▪Guiding Principles: How will we change the way in which
we plan and deliver transport?
To view more information and leave your feedback visit
hants.gov.uk/transport/localtransportplan.
The first phase of consultation closes
on 28th February 2021.

Cllr Jan Warwick
Hampshire County Councillor
jan.warwick@hants.gov.uk
07712 695431

The work is expected to commence this spring and be completed in the autumn of 2021.

Winchester City Council
How the Council can help in these trying
times:

▪

▪

▪
▪

▪
▪

▪

▪

▪ Visiting essential retailers of all sizes from supermarkets to corner stores to ensure Covid-19 secure
measures are in place
Supporting taxi drivers so you can be sure that all Covid19 secure measures are in place for those who rely on
this form of transport to get food, go to work, or to get
medical help – and we’re also raising awareness of the
brilliant Cabs for Jabs campaign
Distributing over £3.5 million in financial support to over
1,300 retail, hospitality and leisure businesses which
were required to close due to Covid-19 restrictions
Supporting our street homeless into safe overnight accommodation
Manning our Local Response Centre to help those in
need with anything needed to stay at home safely (our
helpline number is 0333 370 400)
The £70,000 in grants we’ve provided to support community projects such as food banks is helping local people
Our roll out of business rate relief and business grants
continues. We’re also helping businesses get online with
advice from a specialist company – Digital Islands
We’ve been supporting safe shopping with our Ambassadors and Marshals while continuing to maintain hand
sanitising stations and the cleaning of public toilets in our
centres
RingGo pay-by-phone parking has arrived too – at no extra charge to you. No more handling cash or touching keypads needed in our car parks
Cllr Eleanor Bell

ebell@winchester.gov.uk | 01962 775521

Winchester Local Plan
The issues of planning and understanding how we want our
communities to look is paramount to most of us. We are
working on producing the Local Plan 2038 and we will soon
be inviting residents and Parish Councils to have your say on
development in the district. To ensure that you are kept upto-date on the consultation sign up to receive our dedicated
mailing list winchester.gov.uk/no-listing/local-plan-enewsletter.

Changes to the waste collection
From 1 February, garden waste bags are no longer collected
but you can still get your garden ready for spring with a
brand new brown wheelie bin (£39/small, £59/large). For
residents who have not signed up, here is the link:
winchester.gov.uk/waste-recycling/garden-waste-collection-sign-up
or you can ring the WCC Customer Service centre 01962
840222 and press 1 for the Waste Team. You can also now
recycle small electrical items such as toasters and kettles.
Pop them in a carrier bag and place them next to your bin on
collection day. If you have any household batteries, you can
place them in a sandwich bag on top of your bin and we'll
collect these too! Do not put these items IN your bin as they
will contaminate the contents.

The Mayor of Winchester’s Community Awards
Our Mayor of Winchester’s Community Awards are open for
nominations. These are an opportunity for members of the
community who go the extra mile and make real difference
locally to be recognised. In these trying times of Covid-19, so
many people have stepped up and helped out. This is a
chance for them to be rewarded. If you know someone who
has made a real difference to people and places in the district, you can make your nominations on
winchester.gov.uk/forms/ShowForm.asp?fm_fid=490
Cllrs Bell, Laming and Williams

Cllr Hannah Williams

Cllr Brian Laming

hwilliams@winchester.gov.uk | 07776 138405 blaming@winchester.gov.uk | 07973 265028
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Winchester Local Group Hampshire and
IOW Wildlife Trust
Sadly, the Winchester Group of the Hampshire and Isle of
Wight Wildlife Trust is still unable to hold any talks at the
Community Centre. However, the work of the trust continues,
creating space for wildlife by building a growing network of
sites throughout the county and the island that can support
nature’s recovery and at the same time give people of all
ages a chance to get closer to nature. The need for such
encounters has become so apparent to us all during the
pandemic.
Whilst out on your local walks you can enrich the experience
of being outdoors further by getting to recognise the wildlife
around you. A look on the Trust’s website will help you not
only identify what you have seen but provide you with some
fascinating facts. As spring arrives look out for the small
white flowers of garlic mustard in the local hedgerows. The
plant actually smells of garlic when rubbed. It is also commonly known as ‘Jack-by-the-hedge’ – I wonder who Jack
was? Keep a look out in neighbouring fields for brown hares.
The brown hare is golden-brown, with a pale belly and a
white tail. It is larger than a rabbit with longer legs and longer ears with distinctive black tips. Early spring is the best
time to see them when the breeding season encourages
fighting or ‘boxing’. If you are unable to leave your home
there is a link on the Trust’s website to webcams provided by

From your MP
First up this month and Winchester came to me recently as my
new series of Visit Westminster
came to life. The wonderful
Friends of Winchester Cathedral
had a behind-the-scenes tour at the House of Commons and
got to put any questions they like to me in a Q&A session.
Thank you to everyone who joined the call and your kind
comments since. If you are part of a local organisation (The
Save South Winchester Group perhaps?)
it could be your turn next; we’d love to
have you. For more details please visit
stevebrine.com/visit-westminster-virtually.
Last time in this magazine I set out my
case for the re-opening of our society
and economy that moves in lockstep
with the incredible success of our Covid19 vaccination programme. I hold 100%
to that view and predict the public, let alone Parliament, will
grow increasingly furious if one doesn’t follow the other.
That is why I continue to push the case for schools to fully
re-open on 8th March given the untold damage being done
to the forgotten victims of this pandemic – our young people.
As I said to the Prime Minister in the House of Commons last
month, I am genuinely shocked by the sense of desperation
and concern parents in the constituency are communicating
to me given what they are seeing from their children. We
have a vaccine which is being rolled out at pace – and while
it will face challenges as new strains emerge – we have to

Wildlife Trusts across Britain where you can watch seals,
peregrine falcons and much more in action. It comes with a
warning that it’s addictive viewing!
There are plenty of fact sheets on the Trust’s website to get
you started on simple ways to welcome wildlife into your own
garden or windowsill box. However this can be a bit daunting
at first so the Trust’s Team Wilder gardening volunteers are
offering free gardening consultations to give you advice on
how to help nature into your patch such as growing the right
type of plants for the different pollinating insects and at the
same time be of benefit to you. This is an amazing opportunity to start your wilder journey to create a network of connected spaces that allow our local wildlife to move freely and
safely.
Further information about the Team Wilder gardening advice
and all the work of the Trust is available on the Trust’s website at hiwwt.org.uk, Twitter (@HantsIWWildlife) or Facebook
(@HampshireandIsleof WightWildlifeTrust). Do have a look!
Best wishes,
Anne Ardill
Winchester Local Group Hampshire & IOW Wildlife trust

Protecting wildlife, inspiring people
accept a balance of risks as we always have. I have called
for teachers and school (as well as early years) staff to be
vaccinated as soon as possible because, as I see it, if
schools really are our national priority we need to start acting like it.
And finally, continuing my determination to remind constituents that Parliament is doing other things at this time alongside managing the crisis, you may be interested in some of
the other strands of my work at this time. Through my ongoing work as the Chair of the all-party group for childcare
and early education, I am stepping up efforts to make the
case for the early years sector, too often
overlooked while a genuine lifeline for
many working parents. My page at
stevebrine.com/earlyyears has lots on this
and links to much more.
Equally, I am picking up again my work
on local transport services as commuters prepare (someday) to return to the
railways. The issue of ‘part-time’ season
tickets hasn't gone away – in fact it just got even more important – so watch this space from Government / SWR this
Spring. And I am about to embark on some work around the
vexed issue of shared parental leave for new mums and
dads which was fudged by the coalition Government and –
for all the grandstanding – hasn’t gone away. If you have
views and experience of this I would love to hear from you.
Much more, and daily updates, via fb.com/SteveBrineMP.

Steve Brine
MP for Winchester, including Badger Farm & Oliver’s Battery
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Andrew Harris
Electrical Services
ALL DOMESTIC WORK UNDERTAKEN INCLUDING:
�� REWIRING
������FUSEBOARD REPLACEMENT
������ADDITIONAL LIGHTS AND SOCKETS
������WIRING FOR TELEPHONE AND COMMS SOCKETS
������INSTALLATION OF LIGHT FITTINGS
������GARDEN LIGHTING AND POWER
ALL ASPECTS OF TESTING INCLUDING:
�� ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION CONDITION REPORTS
������P.A.T. TESTING OF APPLIANCES
COMMERCIAL INSTALLATIONS
RETAIL INSTALLATIONS
ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN IN A CLEAN, TIDY
AND PROFESSIONAL MANNER
FREE ESTIMATES AND ADVICE
63 May Tree Close, Badger Farm, Winchester, SO22 4JF
Telephone: 01962 856805 ~ Mobile: 07956 934 195
Email: andy@adhelectrical.com
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Oliver’s Battery WI
Waiting for the future but looking
to the past
Whilst we all live in hope of socialising
again, lockdown 3 has put these dreams
temporarily on hold. Oliver’s Battery WI
meetings, talks and crafting sessions continue, adhering to
the restrictions, thanks to our trusty steed Zoom. Thankfully
social distancing still enables walks and if
you have seen green hearts fluttering in
the wind around the Battery, our WI members may be responsible as we raise
awareness of how we can all support living in a greener planet.
Our January talk (3rd Monday in the
month) was on ‘Demystifying DNA’ and
took us in another direction – looking
back at our origins! Our speaker Nigel
Littleales opened our eyes to the potential
benefits of DNA testing and how it can be
used to enhance family tree explorations
and the discovery of long-lost relatives. It
did however come with a warning – not
everyone wants to be discovered, and do you really want to
know the dark family histories of all your distant family members! In February we will again be going back – but this time
backstage at the BBC as we are taken ‘Behind the scenes
with Auntie’. Our March speaker too is booked and we look
forward to celebrating our 21st Birthday in April, when we
hope to be able to gather once more with members and
friends. No matter what, we are certain to have a birthday

cake and an entertaining guest speaker. We’re keeping our
fingers crossed, however, and no matter what the situation,
we’ll be following social distancing guidelines and celebrating in an appropriate way!
Our monthly Book Club, Craft group and Knit and Natter sessions are still running, offering members opportunities to
come together to share skills, stories and opinions with
friends; refreshments however remain self-served!
Oliver’s Battery WI is one of many WI
groups in and around the Winchester area
so if you, or anyone you know, would like
to discover the benefits of WI membership, please contact our Secretary on
oliversbatterysec@hampshirewi.org.uk. You can
come along as a visitor to see what we do
before signing up as a member; annual
membership costs £44 and subs will be
collected in April.
Being part of WI is a lot more than just
knitting, baking and singing Jerusalem!
It’s all about getting involved – the more
you give the more you get. We’ve had fun
this last year being creative with our
scarecrow Wanda, crafting, making and entering ‘award winning’ marmalade competition, supporting local charity
events and enjoying a laugh with other members. We all look
forward to a more socially interactive year ahead.
We look forward to meeting you – on Zoom or in person –
but until we do take care, stay safe and keep smiling!

Yours in friendship, Oliver's Battery WI

Citizens Advice
Lesley Rose, Advice Services Manager for Citizens Advice Winchester District,
gives advice on how to spot a scam.
Q. I'm worried about my elderly parents being targeted by coronavirus scams - are there any warning
signs that I can tell them to look out for?
Unfortunately, we've seen an increase in scams since the
If you think something is a scam you
beginning of the pandemic, so it’s good to be thinking about
should hang up the phone, close the
the steps you can take to help protect friends and family.
website, or shut the front door. Never
feel pressured to make a decision straight away, and don’t
Common scams we’re seeing are about bogus testing kits,
give out personal details or money unless you’re certain
coronavirus vaccinations and government refunds or fines.
that they can trust the person. If you feel threatened or unYou should watch out for messages about coronavirus from
safe you can ring 999.
unusual email addresses or phone numbers, and shouldn’t
click on any links. Be aware that you won’t be asked to pay
for coronavirus vaccinations – they are provided for free by
the NHS.
Here are some general warning signs to look out for:
▪ You suspect you’re not dealing with a real company –
for example, if there’s no postal address
▪ You’ve been asked to transfer money quickly or to pay
in an unusual way – for example, by iTunes vouchers or
through a transfer service like MoneyGram or Western
Union
▪ You’ve been asked to give away personal information
like passwords or PINs
▪ You haven’t had written confirmation of what’s been
agreed

For help with online scams you can contact a Citizens
Advice Scams Action adviser by calling 0808 250 5050.
Alternatively, please call us at Citizens Advice Winchester
District on 0808 278 7861.
For more information about other types of scams, visit the
Citizens Advice website citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer.

Citizens Advice new local free Adviceline number
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A Dog’s Carbon ‘Pawprint’
I read a while ago that the annual carbon footprint of the
food for a medium sized dog was about double that of the
building and running of a Toyota Landcruiser annually, averaged over its life. That sounded amazing to me, and very important if true. So I looked into it a bit further.
Some dogs are fed a lot of meat, which is generally from frozen packs or from tins. However, many are fed dried food,
which includes some meat or fish. I’m sure many are fed on
both, and other things as well.

What about the carbon footprint of the meat? Well, it is very
difficult to get a consensus on this, but, partly because of
the methane produced by cows and sheep, the carbon footprints of beef and lamb are generally a lot higher than those
of other meats and fish (a lot of which is farmed). If we use a
probably very low figure of 10 kgCO2 per kg of average meat
produced (there are sources that put this figure into the 30s
for beef and lamb), then the yearly carbon ‘pawprint’ of our
cocker spaniel’s meat is about 1000 kg, or about 380 kg if
fed on dried food. And that's ignoring the tins, or time in the
freezer, and other food and packaging and transport!
A Labrador retriever, a popular dog, arguably also a medium dog, weighs some
30 kg, two to three times that of our
cocker spaniel. On the same basis, its
‘pawprint’ would be some 2500 kg or
1000 kg per year respectively – quite
possibly three times this figure if the
meat it eats is exclusively beef or lamb.
And some dogs are a lot larger than Labrador retrievers. So – wow – a very large
dog that eats beef or lamb could easily
have a ‘pawprint’ of well over ten tonnes!

A typical 400g tin of meat for a dog contains 40–50% meat, and the recommendation for a medium sized dog of 10–15
kg, say a cocker spaniel, is a can and a
half, so about 250–300g of meat per
day (well over half a pound), about 2–3%
of the dog’s weight. The same applies to
frozen packs.
Dried dog food typically contains about
15% meat or fish. The recommended
amount of the fresh meat or fish, before
drying, is about 90–120g per day, so a little less than 1% of
the dog’s weight.
It has been argued that the pet food industry tends to use
meat that would not have been used for human consumption. There’s not much of that around now, when one considers what can go into cheap sausages and other processed
food. Indeed, some manufacturers advertise their ‘human
grade’ ingredients, so we must assume that the emissions
due to meat production are the same whether it is for human or animal consumption.

St Mark’s refurbishment
St Mark’s Church, Oliver’s Battery, has been fundraising for
the past year in order to improve the present building and fit
it for future use, both for the church and the wider community. The heating, the kitchen facilities, the decoration, the
loos, all needed refurbishing and upgrading.
If you had to imagine the worst time to try to raise money, a
pandemic would be pretty high on the list! Grants have been
in short supply because of the Covid situation, although we
continue to submit applications. We haven’t been able to put
on events, but local folk have been extremely generous and
supported our cause, and we are really grateful. Thank you!
The good news is that so far we have raised enough money
to proceed with the first phase of the renovation. It will include the installation of a modern heating system, electrics
throughout, new flooring and an acoustic barrier to allow the
hall to be divided into two separate spaces. The loos will be
refurbished with more efficient use of space so that we will
have chair storage at the back of the hall and more storage
along the entrance corridor.
We are starting the work at the beginning of February and it
will continue for about 3 months. When lockdown is over
and the building work is still underway the usual St Mark’s
services will temporarily move to St Luke’s Church in Stan-

The average for a British human is about twelve tonnes, and,
according to government figures, a large diesel car or SUV
emits about 0.40 kg CO2 for each mile driven, or four tonnes
for an annual 10,000 miles; perhaps five or six tonnes, including its construction.
So, what I read wasn’t far off, which should make some of us
‘paws’ for thought!

Brian Shorter
For more on carbon footprint issues and climate change,
check out the WinACC website – winacc.org.uk
more. The service timings have changed slightly. The traditional Eucharist service will be at 9am each Sunday and the
more modern 10.45am service will be held on the 1st and
3rd Sundays of the month. If you are in need of hall hire
when restrictions finish, please do contact Brian Marlow on
01962 863373 to hire St Luke’s. To hire St Mark’s after
Phase 1 is complete, email
stmarkswinchesterbookings@gmail.com.
To view the plans and the rescheduled services, see the
church website: stlukeswinchester.co.uk. With the coronavirus
situation, information is constantly changing, so please do
check for any changes in the future, especially for when we
will re-start services and when St Mark’s is able to be back
in action!
Our next phase of fundraising will be Phase 2A – a rear extension which will release the second half of the hall (currently used as a sanctuary) to be used as a second room
and which will also allow the hall to be extended into one big
space. The back extension will include a disabled toilet and
more storage. Phase 2B is the kitchen, the front of the building and the ground at the front being refurbished, giving improved access and cooking facilities. In July it will be St
Mark’s 65th birthday, so it will be lovely to see the Phase 1
facelift in time for those celebrations, when we hope we can
all meet again!
Jane Bates
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SPANISH
HIGHER INTERMEDIATE
CONVERSATION CLASS
Badger Farm Community Centre
Wednesday 9.45-11.45

We are a small, friendly group of people
who meet every Wednesday for 2 hours.
Ven y únete a nuestra clase. Hablamos,
escuchamos historias, vemos películas y nos
divertimos mucho.
We are very keen to welcome new
members to our informal classes so, if you
are interested, contact us at
esglearnspanish@gmail.com for more
information.
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Wishing You Well
Movement, Exercise and Bushfield
Both movement and exercise have been shown to underpin
good health, though what is the difference between them?
‘Movement’ has been described as the many simple
stretches/actions which we could do like getting up from
chairs/sofas when possible to do back stretches or doing
leg/arm/shoulder stretches when cooking.
‘Exercise’ means moving over larger distances or with greater intensity, making us puff more (such as aerobic exercise).
For example, over the past few months it has been super
seeing hundreds if not thousands of new faces enjoying being out and about on our adjoining Whiteshute Ridge and
Bushfield. These new faces appeared to be people from all
age groups who had finally got the opportunity to explore our
beautiful local countryside while following government guidelines either to spend some healthy time alone or exercise
with friends/family/furry friends.
We all know that aerobic exercise is good for us physically,
improving mobility, stability, bone strength, endurance. However, in recent papers summarised on FAB’s Food and Behaviour Research charity website, scientists showed that
exercise seemed to improve brain function in all age groups.
Here for example the benefits of exercise was amplified
when exercise was supported by a nutritional programme
(the group taking nutrients did even better in mental tasks)
– bit.ly/3aLyalI.
Even though evidence already shows that regular aerobic
exercise may benefit brain function in older adults, how it

Celebrating the bright spots
The NHS has been very much at the centre of everyone’s
thoughts recently with the incredible challenge of caring for
so many patients affected by Covid-19, and now the immense task of vaccinating the nation. Many advances have
been made in the treatment and care of patients with Covid19 and hospitals have made massive and rapid adaptations
to care for so many highly infectious ill patients, showing
great ingenuity. It has been so hard on
everyone.
Badger Farm and Oliver’s Battery is
home to many NHS workers and their
families. It is very close to our much
loved RHCH local hospital which has
served Winchester and surrounding area since1868.
As a Badger Farm resident and long
time NHS worker, I often look across at
the view of the RHCH as I stroll along Whiteshute Ridge. It
brings back many memories: from when I first started at 17,
working in theatres, many years as a young staff nurse,
working nights, when I was raising my three daughters, all of
whom were born in the Maternity unit in Winchester. Incredible advances in medicine and technology have developed
since my early days in the NHS, but the principles of good
nursing, kindness and professionalism remain as important
as ever.

affects younger adults seems unclear. A study found that
young women who exercised regularly had higher oxygen
availability in the frontal lobe of the brain and they performed best on difficult cognitive tasks compared to counterparts who exercised less – bit.ly/3tB22ti.
‘Oxygen availability is already known to be important in cognitive functioning, which among other things covers thinking, memory, learning,
reasoning, intelligence, attention, visual/motor skills and language.’ –
bit.ly/2LqkPX7.
Moreover, childhood physical activity has also been shown
to influence performance in classrooms and on tests of
achievement: ‘Physically-active children also have increased concentration and attention spans when compared to their less-active
peers.’ – bit.ly/3tB2PKM.
We owe a debt of gratitude to those who went over and
above ‘just doing their bit’ to protect Bushfield and keep it
open to access for local people to benefit from. If you are
interested in knowing more about the 10+ year-long ‘Save
Bushfield’ campaign, a summary of the campaign’s twists,
turns and hard-won milestones is available here:
bushfielddown.co.uk.
So the hundreds/thousands of new faces enjoying Bushfield
IMHO have proven how vital this green space on our doorstep is, to underpin and protect our collective physical and
mental health function and local community. As many of you
know, there is a newer issue on the horizon; click here for
newer updates regarding Bushfield: bit.ly/2OfpEDN

Amanda Turner | ATnutritiontuition.co.uk |

Amanda Turner MSc is
a registered Nutrition Practitioner mBANT regCNHC and certified
Health Coach, specialising in Diet and Lifestyle Support

Many members of my family have had wonderful care at
Winchester over the years, including myself, with my recent
unfortunate fractured collarbone when I fell off my bike. I
was grateful as ever for the swift and kind treatment I received from the ED department.
For many years now I have been a midwife and have had the
joy and privilege of attending many home births, working
with a wonderful team of community midwives. The continuing birth of babies is one of the bright spots of the pandemic,
giving something positive to celebrate
and hope for the future.
Practising midwifery during a pandemic
is not something I could ever have imagined. We are all doing our best to
support families before, during and after the birth, keeping everyone safe. It
will soon be time for me to retire. I can’t
believe how the years have flown by but
I have confidence in the young midwives, including many students that I have helped train, who
are the future of the profession and show such dedication
and commitment.
So, many thanks to all our NHS and key worker families and
the volunteers in our local vaccination centre in Badger Farm
and also everyone else who is doing their best to get through
the pandemic as safely and as possible. There has been a
great deal of local community spirit and kindness and neighbourly support. It has helped so much.
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Oliver's Battery Primary School
Remote learning
We are so proud of how well
and quickly our school community has adapted to remote
learning. All children have engaged really well with our online
learning platform, Google Classroom, and have been enjoying attending live sessions. It is amazing to see how children
have been able to get on independently and be so resilient.
Everyone at home is doing an amazing job!

Edible playground
I am really excited to share some
news about a project that the
school has been working on with
Hampshire Garden Trust and our
PTA. The school will be developing
an edible playground which will
replace our current bark park area and will look like the plan.
We are so excited to be part of
this project and to become a flagship school which showcases professional horticulture alongside
the learning and health benefits
of a school garden. We hope that
we are able to: inspire a love of
nature, promote healthy living
and eating by connecting children
with their food, provide an environment where education in nature can flourish and enhance appreciation of the profession of horticulture.

Oliver’s Battery Primary and Nursery School
After the Easter holidays, we will be officially welcoming the
preschool into our school and will be known as Oliver’s Battery Primary and Nursery School. We can’t wait to welcome

Oliver’s Battery Preschool
We have been able to open up for this term and have
happily welcomed back the children after Christmas.
Our proposed merger with the Primary School – to become a
nursery class – is progressing and we are working closely
with them to ensure it goes as smoothly as possible for the
children, parents and staff.
The children have been enjoying more bracing walks in the
woods, hats, gloves and heavy jackets a must.
Inside, we are working to ensure the Covid risk is managed
safely for all and so we are keeping ourselves in a little bubble in our room, even during lunchtimes, and outside.
The home corner will see us celebrating Chinese New Year
with the walls decorated with a big dragon.

all the children and new families into our community. We
have lots of plans and hope that in September we will be set
up to offer wrap-around care for all children from 8:00am to
6:00pm.
Mrs Homewood, our Early Years Lead, is completing her Forest School training so that we can get our Nursery class outside as much as possible making the most of our grounds
and developing the skills that
Forest School allows. The nursery
class will have access to all of our
extensive grounds (including two
ponds!), our new edible playground project and our new yurt!
We are also in consultation with
Hampshire landscape architects
to develop and improve our outdoor area in the Early Years.
If you are interested in a place in
Oliver’s Battery Nursery class or
would like further information,
please contact school on 01962
869496 or admin@oliversb.com and
Mrs Redfern or Mrs Homewood
will get back to you. For details of
all the latest happenings at
school, visit
oliversbatteryprimary.com.
And if you would like to visit the school, please call 01962
869496 to make an appointment. Our Headteacher, Mrs
Redfern would be delighted to show you around.
Carly Redfern
Headteacher, Oliver’s Battery Primary School

▪ We are very pleased to offer government funded 30
hours childcare (eligibility applies).
▪ We accept all children aged two years to school age, regardless of which Primary School they will attend.
▪ All children are funded from the term after their 3rd birthday. If eligible, we accept funding for two year olds.
▪ Opening times: Monday to Thursday: 8:45–15:15 and
Friday 8:45–12:45 with flexible drop off and pick up
times.
▪ If you are interested in a place in Oliver’s Battery Nursery
class, would like to visit or would like further information,
please contact the school on 01962 869496 or
admin@oliversb.com and Mrs Redfern or Mrs Homewood
will get back to you.
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A Perfect Planet
Our home was perfect until humans burnt coal and oil – releasing extra carbon dioxide into the air – said David Attenborough in the final episode of this BBC1 TV series. A
dispiriting message in a winter lockdown? Or a hopeful challenge to rapidly start using lots more renewable energy and
‘decarbonise’ our industries and farming?
Decarbonisation is good for us all, a real ‘win-win’ situation
for all living things. It is a ‘no brainer’.
We must take effective action and start
to live more sustainably, as time is running out. Firstly, take climate change
more seriously. We are part of the natural world, not separate from it. We do
not have a choice as this planet is our
only home, our source of clean air, clean
water and food. By saving the planet we
will save ourselves.
What do you value in life? Since lockdowns we understand
the importance of family and friends over material goods.
We have had to rethink our lives, so we are ready primed for
change. This challenge of climate change is the greatest of
our lives and, yes, it is scary but please don’t ‘freeze’. Make
one small change first and the next will be easier. Just do it!

What next? Use your voice and share your concerns. (This
series is still available on BBC iplayer.) Find out how others
feel before you tell them how you feel. Also, ask candidates
at the May elections what they intend to do in the face of
this huge challenge.
What action? Money has power! Use your buying power wisely. Reduce your carbon footprint by simply choosing seasonal
food grown in the UK. Avoid ‘flown’ food. Did you realise that
eating more plants is good for one’s health and the planet’s
– another win-win? Eat all your food and
throw none into the dustbin – to reduce
your carbon footprint considerably. Buying local can be good. Pensions and investments are at risk if they are
invested in fossil fuels.
More action? Electricity from solar panels and wind turbines is now cheaper
than burning oil or gas, so let’s use it
and keep fossil fuels in the ground. Did
you know there are companies which
supply only renewable electricity and do not burn oil and gas
at all? (Greenelectricity.org, bigcleanswitch.org).
WCC and HCC declared climate emergencies. See their websites for information about further actions. For local advice
and information see WinACC.org.uk where you will find lots of
encouragement on your journey towards a happier and
healthier low-carbon lifestyle. Together we can create a more
perfect planet.
Clare Shorter
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Neighbourhood Watch
Criminals often exploit the elderly or most
vulnerable so I hope the following, which is
part of this month’s National Neighbourhood
Watch Newsletter ‘Our News’, may be helpful. CEO John
Hayward-Cripps opens his introduction saying:
‘We have been hearing of the fatigue and struggle many are
feeling as we try to get through this very challenging period.
We are supporting the Every Mind Matters campaign to ensure mental wellbeing is something we all take care of.’
The article inside then goes on to say:

When things are not so good out there – make
inside feel better:
COVID-19 has affected the whole country – for almost everyone life has had to fundamentally change, and we know
this is having a significant impact on people’s wellbeing.
With people living in national restrictions, we know that
looking after our mental health is vitally important. There is
evidence that self-reported mental health and wellbeing has
worsened during the pandemic, with reported increases in a
range of mental health conditions, including low mood, poor

self-esteem, sleep problems, anxiety and depression. This is
why, as Neighbourhood Watch, we are supporting Every
Mind Matters Campaign.
There are things we can all do to look after our mental wellbeing and support others to do so. Every Mind Matters can
get you started with a free NHS online plan, showing you
simple steps to help manage anxiety, sleep better and
boost your mood.
Visit www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters to share practical
tips to help your friends, family and neighbours manage
common mental health problems, and direct them towards
the Every Mind Matters Mind Plan so they can get tailored
mental health advice.
If you are affected or know anyone else affected by mental
health issues of any kind that this information will be of
some help.
More information can be found on ourwatch.org.uk

Sandie Vining
Winchester City Neighbourhood Watch Area Representative

01962 865384 | sandievining@btinternet.com

Badger Farm Art Group
I don’t think any of us realised that almost a whole year would pass before
our Art Group could resume in person, but we have all had to alter our daily lives and our methods of working. The Art Group has been continuing
with working independently at home on challenges which I set every Monday morning. We've done some work from observation, some from imagination and have been painting, drawing and collaging. People have been
using whatever equipment and materials they have. Some seem to have
an entire Art Shop in their houses, some have more modest supplies, but it
doesn’t matter at all. If you would like to join us, please get in touch by
email. If you would like to receive a challenge every week, there’s a small
charge. If you have any questions or want some more information, please email.

Sarah Zimmer|snippycards@hotmail.co.uk bfobrca.org/activities/badger-farm-art-group
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Whiteshute Ridge Vandalism
As previously reported in 2020, unfortunately we have experienced a significant number of cases of vandalism on
Whiteshute Ridge resulting in Winchester City Council having
to spend a substantial amount of time and finances repairing numerous gates. This is both costly and an inconvenience that the council could do without. The police have
been informed of the issues we are experiencing.
The gates have repeatedly been vandalised and broken and
so WCC are keen to work with the community to ensure we
keep this valuable area of open space safe and accessible
for all users. If you are a regular user of the whole site and
you are able to help WCC, we would greatly appreciate it if
any damage or vandalism could be reported to WCC Principal Ecologist and Biodiversity Officer – Rick Smith at
RSmith4@winchester.gov.uk.
We will continue to manage the site for biodiversity, recreation and access and improve this area for all.
Winchester City Council
Natural Environment and Recreation Team

Legs, Bums and Tums
All the Legs, Bums and Tums exercise classes are currently
running ONLINE at the same times as below and will be
back at the Community Centre when allowed. The guidelines are continually changing so please contact Catherine
Jones for the latest updates.
Legs, Bums & Tums Monday 9.30am–10.30am
Legs, Bums & Tums Tuesday 6.45pm–7.45pm
Seniors Exercise Classes Wednesday 11.00am–12.00pm
Sunday Bootcamp 6.30pm–7.30pm
Please contact Catherine Jones on 07990 513434 or
email at cathjones@talktalk.net for further information on
these classes.
All classes are designed to cater for all levels of fitness and
will improve muscle tone and increase your cardiovascular
fitness over a period of time!
Catherine is a full member of REPS (Register of Exercise Professionals).

Royaldown and the Strategic Planning Process
Over 1,100 people follow the
‘Save South Winchester’ Facebook page and 4,250 people
have signed the petition to protect the green fields between Oliver’s Battery, Hursley, Badger
Farm, Compton & Shawford.
The Save South Winchester team
are meeting weekly to monitor
the progress of the Winchester City Council (WCC) Local
Plan development and provide reasons why a development
on this scale is not a good idea. A professionally drawn up
landscape report has been submitted to WCC and the team
are now working on a traffic impact report.

Next Steps
WCC as the local planning authority will publish their Strategic Issues and Priorities document for public consultation
from 15th February until midnight on 12th April 2021. It will
be accessed via a dedicated website branded ‘Your Place
Your Plan’. You can see the draft document which was considered by the Council’s Cabinet on the 20th January here:
democracy.winchester.gov.uk/mgChooseDocPack.aspx?ID=2625

What do we think so far?
Here are our initial thoughts on the document:
1. The answers that you give will help WCC to understand
how they should go about preparing the new Local Plan.
2. Large sites such as Royaldown or Micheldever have not
been ruled out.
3. Despite the frequent references to Climate Change,
there is a dismissive approach to brownfield sites and
the contribution they could make to the local plan housing requirement. WCC only have 18 sites on their
Brownfield Land Register across the District. CPRE have

identified 470 sites across
Hampshire.
4.The new local plan provides a
real opportunity to designate a
Green Belt for south Hampshire
including land within the District,
yet the Council’s document emphasises the challenges of
achieving such an important designation and not the significant
benefits it could deliver. Other local authorities in
Hampshire are also considering Greenbelt land in their
own local plans.
5. Sustainable Development must not only meet the need
for all types of housing, particularly affordable housing,
but also provide appropriate infrastructure and avoid
the harmful effects of development.

How can you contribute?
Please share your views on the future of our area including
how we look after the environment, where housing should
go, supporting the economy and the delivery of infrastructure. Clearly, we are deeply concerned about large scale
development of sites such as Royaldown. We will be posting our further thoughts on the document which we hope
will assist you and will share the link to the consultation as
soon as it opens on the @SaveSouthWinchester Facebook
page and via the Parish Magazines.
The Save South Winchester ‘Virtual Demo’ will take place
on Sunday 28th February from 12 noon. Details are available on the @SaveSouthWinchester page or by emailing
SaveSouthWinchester@Hursley.net.
David Killeen, David Kirkby, Louise Hedges and Jan Warwick
on behalf of the Save South Winchester group
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Winchester Horticultural Society
The cheerful sight of daffodils and other early flowers has
been heralding the arrival of Spring for some time, and it will
be a great pleasure to watch the garden wake up after the
dreary and soggy winter months. It will be good to get back
to working in the garden regularly and to carry out all the
many jobs that need doing. At least the dreaded virus can’t
stop us from doing that. It has however stopped us from
holding our monthly meetings which are always interesting
and sociable occasions. Depending on what regulations are
lifted when the current lockdown ends, we are hoping to
resume our gatherings before too long. You would be very
welcome to attend any of them as a visitor. Our programme
reads as follows:
Wednesday, 10th March Our brief AGM will be followed by a
talk, yet to be confirmed. If the meeting can go ahead there
will also be a mini Spring Show of narcissi/daffodils.

Wednesday, 14th April We are looking forward to learning
all about the process of making charcoal when Mrs Chris
Westcott delivers her talk on ‘A Wood Collier’s Story’.
Wednesday, 12th May Ray Broughton, ex-head of Horticulture at Sparsholt College, will make a return visit to explore
‘The Future of Horticulture’ which promises to be a very interesting talk with a scientific slant.
Our monthly meetings are held at the Winchester Club,
Churchill Room, Worthy Lane, Winchester, SO23 7AB, every
second Wednesday of the month, starting at 7.30pm. Visitors welcome, £4. Please note that currently it is necessary
to pre-book a space if you wish to attend one of our meetings. For up-to-date information visit our website
winhortsoc.weebly.com or ring 01962 868862.

ADVANCE NOTICE
All being well. our Annual Plant Sale will take place on Saturday, 15th May, at the Brooks Shopping Centre, Winchester,
from 9.30am–2.30pm. This is your chance to buy flower and vegetable plants lovingly grown by members of our Society.

Stanmore Primary
Most of us can place ourselves in the decade
of our school years through our connection
with the popular terms and teaching methods
used. There are many new and popular terms that are now
embedded within our language that will stay with a generation. ‘Virtual quiz’ and ‘elbow bump’ along with the now familiar quarantine and social distancing, will evoke memories
for years to come.
Since January, a new term is developing a life of its own in
schools across the country, including Stanmore Primary
School. ‘Blended Learning’ is now part of the everyday life of
our school. It is quite exceptional to have witnessed children,
teachers and parents adapt in such a short space of time
into what was fairly uncharted territory. We began using
Google Classroom in the Autumn Term as a way of delivering
and receiving homework. Preparations for remote working
began in the event of an individual or class self-isolating. The
enormity of the task and the many frustrations involved with
trying to launch an online learning platform caused me to
close my eyes at times and just hope for the best. In January, when the best didn’t happen, we jumped in at the deep
end. I completely underestimated what was possible with

our Blended Learning Model. Within the
first week of the Government Announcement that National
restrictions would
impact on school attendance, we had
moved our curriculum online.
In the last few weeks, I have been in awe of the teachers’
skill in planning and delivering lessons online. We use a mix
of live and recorded lessons and the work is set out for children on a daily basis. Children and parents quickly settled
into the routine, after the initial flurry of forgotten passwords
and technical teething difficulties. With up to 40% of children of key worker parents and the most vulnerable still attending, the concept of ‘blended’ is very much at the heart
of our curriculum delivery. Wherever possible the work in
school and online is closely matched. Our aim that children
‘appreciate, participate and innovate’ has had to be adapted, but the principles have held fast. Children in school and
working remotely are having the chance to develop their vocabulary and learning behaviours as well as participate in
phonics and the key skills in a broad range of subjects.
There are still opportunities for them to apply new thinking
and create their own ideas.
We are still learning and the enormous effort and support
from our parent community is not underestimated. However,
‘blended learning,’ a term that I would never have considered using this time last year, is preparing children with
skills that they will be grateful for in the future as well as
some precious memories to look back on.
Sharon Taylor,
Headteacher, Stanmore Primary School
stanmore.hants.sch.uk
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Tech Talk
How do you deal with passwords? Do you use the same one
for every account? (Please, please don’t do this!) Do you
write them down in a notebook? (Better. Two cross-referenced notebooks are better yet.) Do you reset the password
each time you log in to an account? (That’s actually really
safe, but such a hassle.) Wouldn’t it be wonderful if you only
had to remember one password, ever? I have
good news for you! You can! With a password
manager.

Easy login: install the password manager’s browser extension and it can fill in your details when you login to a website. But do read HowToGeek’s article on the dos and don’ts
of using autofill (bit.ly/3chag3U).
Sychronisation: if you work across multiple devices you can
access your information on all of them, wherever you are.
Security checks: good password managers advise if you’re
using the same password on multiple sites, if any of your
passwords are weak or if your email address
has been leaked in any known security
breach.
Are there downsides? Because of the nature
of the data stored, password managers are a
target for hackers. However, researchers
from the University of York, who recently highlighted security vulnerabilities in some, ‘still
recommend their use to businesses and individuals
alike, as they continue to be a more secure and useable option than resorting to password recycling or
trying to memorize them all’ (bit.ly/2M6atMk).

A password manager is a safe space – a
vault – where you can store information
about all your accounts, including your passwords. The only way to open the vault is with
a master password – the only one you'll have
to remember. Just make that password very
strong and consider setting up two-factor authentication. Be aware that if you forget your
master password, you’ll be locked out of your
vault forever.
A good password manager will bring you:
Strong passwords: because you don't rely on your memory,
you can set up strong, unique passwords for every site. The
password manager can automatically create these for you.
Encryption: the information you store in the vault is encrypted – transformed into completely unreadable gibberish that
hackers won’t be able to decipher – before it leaves your
device. Most password managers employ the encryption
standard (AES-256) used by banks and the military.

I've used the free version of LastPass as my
password manager since 2014 and it works
well for me. SafetyDetectives deem LastPass a ‘great choice
for both beginner and tech-savvy users who are looking for a secure
password manager’ (bit.ly/3cewYJK). If you’re considering a
paid manager, though, take a look at Tom’s Guide review of
The best password managers in 2021 (bit.ly/3iQzKWK).
Ann Jury | ann@winchestercomputertutor.co.uk
winchestercomputertutor.co.uk/anns-thoughts/password-managers

A walk on the bright side
Smiling daffodils – imagination and reality
Strolling through a winter void of leaves and blossom, imagining
springtime’s scent of flowers, blessing senses. The mind’s eye greeted
by daffodils, their colours offering sunshine and happiness joyous in
reality.
Splendour and celebration of Mother Nature’s gift, heralding springtime. Daffodils brighten the day for all who witness their smiling faces.
Springtime, the most revealing of seasons. Regeneration of life itself.
A gateway to gentle optimism; imagination to reality.
Wandering around Badger Farm, daffodils wave their heads in welcome. Perhaps a walk into Winchester to absorb the beauty of myriad
flowers, dominated by daffodils around the Cathedral. Stand and stare
in wonderment. Spring is here. Never to be taken for granted.

Simon Lever

Badger Farm Pre-School
What a start to 2021! Back in lockdown! We remain open
offering childcare and support to all our families. The children are now well used to the new hygiene routines built in
to the sessions and are all gaining independence skills in hand washing!
We very much look forward to a return to ‘normal’ in the not too distant future
and appreciate all the support from our families during these unprecedented
times!
If you have preschool-aged children and are looking for a place, please contact
us at deniseinpreschool@hotmail.co.uk. Spaces available for the summer term and
from September 2021.
Denise Tosdevine | deniseinpreschool@hotmail.co.uk
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Nature Notes

variety of birds visit our garden every day but, as usual, they
seem to have got wind of the BGBW and vanished into thin
air. We haven't seen our charm of goldfinches for several
days either. Today’s count includes greenfinch 4, dunnock 1,
blackbird 3, wood pigeon 2, blue tit 1, great tit 1, chaffinch
1, house sparrow 4, robin 1, male blackcap 1, magpie 1 and
jackdaw 1. That is 13 species but it is the number of each
that is a disappointment.

I hope you and your loved ones have not been directly affected by the Corona virus. It’s a hard time for everyone and this
wet winter hasn’t helped. We are lucky to have so many
green spaces to which we can walk from our front doors and,
from the amount of mud created it’s obvious that more people than ever before have taken advantage of this due to
lockdown. One such place, the Texas
This winter, four male blackbirds
Drive fields, has been fallow for years
have been visiting our garden. One in
during which time several pairs of
particular, identified by a splash of
skylarks have nested, successfully
white feathers on his neck, comes
producing young every year. In spring
several times a day to the back door
the ground is alight with yellow wild
looking for a handful of dried mealflowers and in July marbled white
worms or soaked raisins. He spends
butterflies dance among the long
a lot of time and energy chasing the
grasses feeding on purple flowers
other males away. In the meantime
like thistle, clover and knapweed.
another takes advantage of the unSeveral days ago the farmer brought
guarded food! Male blackbirds are so
in machinery which may have been
aggressive. At a bird ringing session,
an attempt to prepare for cultivation but the job
of all the birds waiting in little bags to be weighed
Blackbird
wasn’t finished. It is difficult to walk across but
© Angela Housden and ringed, it was the blackbirds’ bags that conthere is still a wide margin left untouched
tinually bounced vigorously in all directions. Of all
around the fields’ perimeter. Perhaps we will see an abunour garden birds, the blackbird has the most melodious song
dance of poppies in June.
and I long for warm spring-into-summer days about four in
Snow has been falling this afternoon while I was doing the
Big Garden Bird Watch. I have never been able to understand why it takes place over the last weekend in January. A

the afternoon, to hear again those mellifluous notes as I sit
under the weeping pear with a cup of tea!

Norma Goodwin

Badger Farm & Oliver’s Battery
Parish Council Meetings
Our parish councils meet monthly and
members of the public are welcome to attend.
Badger Farm Parish Council
meets at 7.30pm on the 2nd Monday of
each month (except August). Meetings are
currently being held virtually via Zoom
us02web.zoom.us/j/87819918921.
Contact the clerk, Christine Howe.
clerk@badgerfarm-pc.gov.uk.
Oliver’s Battery Parish Council
meets on the 1st Tuesday of each
month (except August). See
oliversbattery.info/parish-councilbusiness/agenda-details-for-next-meeting
for location and details.
Contact the clerk, Sara Sawyer.
clerkoliversbattery@gmail.com.
If you have a community contribution or would like to advertise with us, please get in touch.
Editorial deadline for Summer 2021 issue:
Friday 7 May 2021
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