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COMMUNITY NEWS
Autumn 2020

The Community Centre Re-opens
All of us at the Centre are excited that we
are now able to re-open as from the 31st of
August, albeit on a limited basis. Our priority is
to ensure your safety.
Since we shut our doors we have been beavering
away to find the best way to provide services to
you as users and the wider Community.
While we have been shut to the public we have supported Badger Farm Preschool and helped them
provide a safe environment for the children. As you
will be aware from recent news coverage, Preschools are vital to our Community and we are
proud to do all we can to support these heroes. We would
urge you to look at the Fair Future Funding from the Early
Years Alliance to understand the
dedication of and pressures on
all our local Preschools, locally
and nationally.
We have been able to help the
local GP surgery, providing easily
cleaned furniture and storing
their excess items so that they
could keep us all as safe as possible during this pandemic.
We have co-ordinated volunteer
help to the community to act as
good neighbours for those in
need of assistance. Unfortunately, we have not been
able to provide the opportunities for care and
friendship that many of our hires usually give. We
miss the regular fitness, sporting, education and
social groups and classes which provide fun and
friendship beyond their titles; we know our users
have missed them even more.
We are constantly assessing the most effective
measures we can use to help you enjoy our facilities once again. Among the steps taken, we have
increased our cleaning measures and unfortunately had to restrict use of areas of the
Centre to reduce risk. We are mov-

ing smaller classes into larger spaces
where possible. We have had to revise the
entrance to the Centre and individual rooms as
well as taking other behind-the-scenes measures
to provide you with greater safety. We also need to
ensure the well-being and safety of our staff as well
as consider their availability. To reduce the risk to
all, we have had to shut the kitchen and restrict use
of the toilets.
Sadly, we have had to say goodbye to the Social
Club as they have now shut their doors for the foreseeable future.
We have been busy redecorating
our Bushfield, Warren and Whiteshute rooms and hope you will
now find these spaces more contemporary. We are currently
planning a few complimentary
services to enhance your experience. Do complete our survey;
your input is invaluable
(surveymonkey.co.uk/r/S2Y99Q2).
We have a number of temporary
and permanent slots coming up
and so do contact us for details
if you are interested. We are also
able to take bookings for parties
and other one-off events. We are
here for people, groups, charities
and businesses and can provide
facilities to help us all get through this crisis so do
drop us a line and we can discuss your needs and
see what we can do.
We are a place for all, not just to meet, but to make
our Community more than just an address. We are a
place where community has faces, friends and help
for all.
The office will be open as usual Mondays to
Wednesdays so pop in to say hello or email us at
enquiries@bfobrca.org.
Ali, Community Centre Manager

News from the Community Centre
Social Club
Badger Farm Social Club has welcomed local residents for many years. With its focus
on sports, large and small, this family friendly members club is run ‘for the Community by
the Community’. Sadly, as you’ve seen on our front page, the club had to close its doors
during the Covid-19 lockdown and, sadly, won’t be reopening them any time soon.
We know the club will by missed by many of our community and so we are actively
looking at ways to reopen. We would welcome suggestions on how this could be
achieved. If you have any ideas, please do share them with the Centre’s Trustees by
emailing enquiries@bfobrca.org.

Volunteer gardeners

Community News distributor needed

We would like to put a call out for volunteers to spruce up
the Community Centre’s entrance area (and beyond) to clear
the encroaching overgrown bushes. As well as improving the
visibility of the Centre, this will, more importantly, make the
pathways safer for pedestrians. If you would like to help out,
please get in touch using the details below.

We’d like to say a big thank you to Charlie who has delivered Community News to the homes in Braeside, Treble
Close and Lake Drive for many years. Now in his 90s, Charlie has decided to step down so we are in need of a volunteer to take over this route.
If you can help out, please get in touch with the Community
News editor, Ann Jury (bfobrca.cnews@gmail.com), the Community Centre Manager, Ali Cochrane (enquiries@bfobrca.org)
or call 01962 868630.

We will also be contacting Sainsbury's to light the pathways
near the Centre and to upgrade/fix the CCTV. If you could
add your voice to this request by also writing to Sainsbury's,
it would be helpful.
Website
bfobrca.org

Social Media
fb.com/BadgerFarmCommunityCentre
twitter.com/BFCCWinchester

Email
enquiries@bfobrca.org

Phone
01962 868630

NOTICE
Badger Farm & Oliver's Battery
Residents' Community Association

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
will take place on

Monday 21 September 2020 at 7:30pm
Bushfield Room, Community Centre OR Virtual Meeting*
All local residents are invited to attend.
Come along and have your say about how the association is run.
This will be followed by the annual

USER GROUP MEETING
All matters for discussion, motions and nominations for officers of the
association should be submitted to the secretary of the executive
committee not later than two weeks prior to the meeting.
* Due to the pandemic, the location of the AGM
will be finalised at a later date. Please contact the
Community Centre to be notified of the details.

The Executive Committee Secretary can
be contacted via the Community Centre.

Community Centre contact details:

01962 868630 | enquiries@bfobrca.org
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Trees on Oliver's Battery

Oliver’s Battery
Parish Council
Covid-19
Although many of the restrictions of the nationwide lockdown caused by the Covid-19 pandemic are being relaxed,
the Oliver's Battery Community Group continues to be available to residents who need help with urgent supplies, shopping, posting mail or who are in need of a friendly phone call.
They can be contacted by telephone on 07796 473804 and
by email (oliversbatterycommunity@gmail.com). Further sources
of help for residents from other agencies can be found on
the PC website (oliversbattery.info).
The Recreation Ground and car park is now fully open. Families using the children's play area are asked to follow the
guidance set out on the PC website and Facebook page
(fb.com/OliversBatteryParishCouncil) as well as all current government advice.

Parish Council Meetings
The PC continues to meet virtually using Zoom video conferencing. Please see our website and Facebook pages for information on the dates and times of meetings together with
details of how residents can gain access.

Scarecrow Competition
It is planned to hold a Scarecrow Competition in the parish
starting on Friday 18th September with judging taking place
on Thursday 24th September. The winners will be announced on Friday 25th September. Look out for further details on our website and Facebook.

Trees are a valuable and vital part of the landscape of Oliver's Battery. The PC are keen to protect and look after the
mature trees in the area and identify any trees that should
be protected for the future. The PC is currently reviewing the
tree preservation orders (TPOs) listed by Winchester City
Council (WCC) for the parish and considering the need to
make application for further trees to be made subject to
TPOs. Suggestions from residents are welcome. In addition,
plans are being made to replant suitable trees on the Battery and to add suitable trees to the recreation ground.

Proposed redevelopment behind the shops
Residents’ attention is drawn to the latest proposals for residential redevelopment behind the shops at 93-95 Oliver's
Battery Road South. Full details of the proposals can be
found on the WCC planning website under the reference
19/02852/FUL. The PC has concerns about commercial
space in the village centre being lost to residential. Residents are encouraged to comment on the proposals as they
feel appropriate.

Parking on pavements
A complaint has been received from an elderly resident who,
when taking their exercise with the aid of a walker, often
finds their way blocked by cars parked on pavements. Parking on pavements is also a problem for residents with
prams, pushchairs, wheelchairs and mobility scooters. Can
all residents please ensure that pavements are kept clear of
parked vehicles unless it is absolutely necessary.
Brian Mitchener – Chair, Oliver’s Battery Parish Council
cllr.mitchener@oliversbattery.info | 01962 623585

Art Group
Despite not being able to meet in person and share our ideas with a cup of tea and a biscuit,
Badger Farm Art Group has maintained its enthusiasm for drawing and painting. I have been
setting the group a challenge every week and the group has sent back photos of their beautiful work. I have been collating the images and sending them to everyone, so that they can all
see what each other has been up to. For me, it has been great to see their responses to my
challenges, and they have very much appreciated seeing each other's work. We are currently
on a break for the summer holidays, so I am not sending them a weekly challenge at the moment.
Things are still very uncertain about what will happen in September, whether we will be able
to meet in person, or whether I will continue the weekly challenges, but if you are interested
or know someone who might be, please get in touch via email. We have had several new members to
the group during lockdown, which is wonderful, and I am really keen to keep the momentum going.

Sarah Zimmer

| snippycards@hotmail.co.uk | bfobrca.org/activities/badger-farm-art-group
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Badger Farm Parish
Council
Firstly, let us say that we are all shocked
and saddened to hear of the recent serious sexual assault in woodland to the rear of Ivy Close and
Honeysuckle Close on Sunday 19 July. If you have any information that could help the police, please call 101 quoting
Operation Reactive. Alternatively, you can call Crimestoppers
on 0800 555 111 where information can be left anonymously. Badger Farm Parish Council already participates in
the Police and Communities Together (PACT) scheme which
aims to foster good links between police and the wider community and we will continue to do all we can to assist the
police in their work of keeping us all safe.
You may notice some new noticeboards on your travels
around the parish. We have invested in two additional noticeboards to be located at both our playgrounds in the hope
that news and events will reach a wider audience. We are
not able to advertise commercial enterprises, but if you have
a community group or activity you would like us to consider
advertising on our noticeboards, please get in touch with our
clerk (contact details below).
Badger Farm is unusual in that there are no permitted development rights. In other areas, these rights would allow you
to make certainly alterations to your property without planWebsite
badgerfarm-pc.gov.uk

ning permission. This means that on Badger Farm you need
to apply for planning permission to make any external alterations to your property. Even things like sheds, driveways and
fences are covered and need a planning application. Please
do not be fooled by any contractors who say that any proposed work will be covered by permitted development rights,
as these rights do not exist on Badger Farm. BFPC would
hate to see residents being put to the expense of having to
undo any work done without permission. For further guidance please contact the Planning Department at Winchester
City Council (winchester.gov.uk/planning).
Lastly, we live in a beautiful area and BFPC are keen to promote greater biodiversity. To this aim we have set up a Wildflowers Group, chaired by Cllr Sarah McColl. We are plotting
any known wildflower species on our parish map and will be
seeking guidance from WCC on improving the spread of species. A number of residents already participate in the Wildflower Group. If you are interested in joining, please contact
Cllr McColl via the Clerk. Let us work together to make Badger Farm an even better place to live.
Our council meetings are likely to remain online Zoom meetings for the foreseeable future. Details of the links to use to
join our online meetings are on our website and on the agenda posted on our noticeboards.
Stay safe everyone!

Rhian Dolby,
Chair, Badger Farm Parish Council

Social Media
facebook.com/badgerfarmpc
twitter.com/badgerfarmpc

Hampshire County
Council
Climate Change and our Community
Hampshire County Council's Cabinet agreed to launch the
first projects to help reduce carbon in our community and
increase our resilience to climate change. The Climate
Change Strategy aims for carbon neutrality by 2050 and resilience to the impact of a two-degree temperature rise.
The County's Climate Change Strategy has been developed
using a robust evidence-based approach. Work by the Carbon Trust provided a detailed breakdown of local data that
shows the percentage of emissions from domestic property
makes up nearly 24% of the total for Hampshire. These community projects will help deliver results and create a cohesive programme of activity.
Telephone and Online Advice for Residents on Climate
Change and Sustainability Evidence shows that the easier it is to make a change the more likely it is to happen. The
Environment Centre will be offering simple straightforward
support to residents from a trusted source, by phone and
online, with advice on how to take action in the home on climate change and wider sustainability. This could be anything
from energy advice to insulation.

Clerk Email
clerk@badgerfarm-pc.gov.uk

Clerk Phone
01425 656010
07463 760801

ble energy generated in Hampshire. Establishing a Community Energy Network across Hampshire will stimulate growth
of the community energy sector. This project involves two
elements – one is a village-wide community energy pilot and
the other is a mechanism to establish and support a network
of community energy groups.
Targeted Solar Group Buying Scheme for Hampshire
Local councils have teamed up with iChoosr to organise this
innovative scheme for homeowners and small and mediumsized enterprises (non-domestic), targeted to 125,000 residents who can register for the Solar Together group-buying
scheme. The auction is a reverse auction, meaning the lowest bid wins.
The projects have been developed with research and a robust evidence base to identify what will most influence individuals and communities to make a change, and what will
make the biggest difference.
For more details of the Council's Climate Change Strategy
(including Transport, Buildings and Waste) visit
hants.gov.uk/climatechange.

Cllr Jan Warwick
Hampshire County Councillor –
Winchester Downlands
Tel: 07712 695431 | Email:
jan.warwick@hants.gov.uk

Establishing a Community Energy Network across
Hampshire There is currently a limited amount of renewa-

5

6

A walk on the bright side
Winnall Moors Wildlife Reserve
Winnall Moors are around five minutes' walk from King Alfred the
Great's statue. The entrance is on Durngate, opposite is the Willow Tree
pub and located near the foot of St. Giles' Hill.
Walking through the archway, greeted by unexpected tranquillity, the
scene opens up as if a theatre curtain is drawn, revealing moors, pastures and woodland, chalk stream and water meadows. So unexpected
but truly delightful. A winding path leads to a bridge over the River Itchen which gently flows, revealing swans and other wildlife.
The scenery is spectacular and varied. Gifts of Nature; so close to the
city centre. Looking into the distant landscape one would not believe a
main road was nearby. The majesty of the countryside, trees reaching
upwards towards the sky. Along the pathway there are signs indicating
locations of wildlife including water voles.
Strolling around and looking in every direction, there is always something that catches they eye. Also great for children as Winnall Moors encompass so many examples of the natural environment. When the sky is
adorned with fluffy clouds, it brings back childhood memories and imagination. Shapes manifest themselves; eagles, polar bears; all naturally
quite normal as a child!

A walk around Winnall Moors Wildlife Reserve is
truly unforgettable, regardless of season. Autumn
especially offers a glory of colours.
Not to be missed.

Simon Lever

Ten weeks of working remotely and what have Winchester
City Council achieved by working with our communities and
community groups?
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

2027 NHS Volunteers
2100 food parcels delivered
10,000 prescriptions collected and delivered
£990,000 business grants given to 84 local groups
£23.5m business grants to 1900 businesses
£37,000 from Sports England for 7 District sports clubs
422 vulnerable residents supported by our Local response centre

What Next?

▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

25 safe homes provided
1650 reassurance calls to elderly housing tenants
108 cleared flytips
661,000 bins collected
Launched virtual public meeting
Park and ride service continued
Full planning control services offered remotely

Recover, rebuild, reimagine

▪ Review and amend forecasts as services return
▪ Some additional Government funding – £1.3m so far and
ongoing dialogue with ministers
▪ Specific requirements/support for local councils
▪ Review impact of ongoing economic situation; review of
spend/budgets/reserves
▪ Revised Budget to Cabinet July 2020

▪ Recover – where Covid-19 has caused damage or delay
that we need to address
▪ Rebuild – retaining and building – where Covid-19 has
driven change that we wish to accelerate and develop
▪ Reimagine – where Covid-19 requires us to rethink the
way we do things in the future

Badger Farm
It has been great to see the community in Badger Farm working so hard to support the vulnerable and how people have
come together during Covid-19 to demonstrate what a close community it is. Being able to work with community leaders to
connect people and support them has been a key part of ensuring our residents are taken care of.
We have been working with the parish, making sure that they are given the advice that they need during this confusing and
fast-changing time. Rules and advice have been changing on a week-by-week basis and it has been great to have such capable officers at Winchester City Council to pass this information on to the parish and ensure everyone is up to date.
Work is progressing on the planting of wildflowers on the Sainsbury's roundabout and it is a pleasure to see this taking
shape. We have also been liaising with the Parish Council to look at the options of wildflowers being placed in Honeysuckle
Close and Ashbarn Crescent.

Cllrs Bell, Laming and Williams
Cllr Eleanor Bell
ebell@winchester.gov.uk | 01962 775521

Cllr Hannah Williams

Cllr Brian Laming

hwilliams@winchester.gov.uk | 07776 138405 blaming@winchester.gov.uk | 07973 265028
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Thanks to Merv
As our hirers will know, Merv is
our Caretaker. He can often be
seen in the Centre with Charlie,
his spaniel, a favourite of many.
Merv is our 6ft-plus elf who
cleans and tidies the Centre,
making sure equipment is ready
for use and the Centre runs
smoothly. He even manages to
keep me supplied with coffee
which is a Herculean task.
Merv has now been with us for
25 years – quite a feat of endurance! He is an invaluable
source of information about the
Centre and the people, and
even knows where the bodies
are buried!
Merv has given more than
100% to the Centre. I do mean more than 100% as he often
volunteers to help hirers and to do extra things to keep the
Centre running smoothly, over and beyond his job. Merv is
there 7 days a week nearly every week of the year (we do
force him to have some time off).
Merv may seem gruff, but he is one of the kindest souls I
have met, and he goes a long way to make our Centre a
place for us all to be welcome.

Thank you Merv, here is to the next 25 years!

Complete change, almost
overnight
Historically Winchester Good Neighbours has concentrated
on transporting those without family or friends to help with
transport to/from medical appointments. Then in March
someone shouted those now familiar words ‘Lock down!’
All appointments and requests for transport just disappeared within 24 hours. Then we were almost bombarded
with two things. First, in one week we had more new volunteers than we'd had in the two years before! Wow! Put them
to work and get them cleared with DBS, quick.
Then everyone who was ‘shielding’ (another new word) wanted prescriptions delivered … sounds simple, doesn't it?
‘So, do you have any controlled drugs?’
‘Where is your prescription now?’
‘So’, asks the pharmacist, ‘how do I know you are a bone
fide person to deliver these medicines?’
‘You need them by WHEN?!’
After 2-3 weeks of ‘ducks on the water’ (serene on the surface, going like the clappers underneath), we establish good
relationships with the surgeries and pharmacies. Drugs get
delivered in time and clients are informed by phone that they
are on the doorstep, so that we remain socially-distanced
(another new word; what's wrong with ‘safely separate’?)
Our new volunteers are doing a great job, which is just as
well. Half our previous cohort are over 70 and rightly refusing to break their self-isolation. Then in the last month we
have said an enforced goodbye to some of our new friends.
They have so enjoyed contributing but work now calls.
As we write this, we are reverting to our previous existence,
thankful for some public sector funding to see us through,
and now with some new friends on the team … but we still
need more volunteers, so please consider joining us.
David Boul,
Winchester Good Neighbours

Covid-19 Information Hub
During lockdown, we were busy keeping the Covid-19 Information Hub on the Community Centre website up-to-date, to
reflect new regulations introduced by the government and to
share with you new resources to keep you informed and
amused during these interesting times.
One of the biggest changes we covered was the requirement
for most of us to use face coverings, firstly on public transport, then in shops and, from 8 August, in most indoor venues: museums, galleries, cinemas and places of worship.
Face coverings can help us protect each other and reduce
the spread of Covid-19 if you are infectious but not showing
symptoms. The Government strongly urges the public not to
purchase surgical masks or respirators; these are prioritised
for healthcare workers in higher-risk environments. Instead,
you can make face coverings at home, using scarves or other textile items that you may already own. When choosing
fabric for a face covering, carry out the light test: ‘Hold it up to

a bright light,’ said Dr. Scott Segal, chairman of anesthesiology
at Wake Forest Baptist Health who recently studied homemade masks. ‘If light passes really easily through the fibers and you
can almost see the fibers, it’s not a good fabric. If it’s a denser weave
of thicker material and light doesn’t pass through it as much, that’s the
material you want to use.’ (New York Times: What’s the Best Material for a Mask? – tinyurl.com/nyt-mask-material).
Find out about the different types of face mask, what to
know before buying one or making your own and – most importantly – how to use one properly in Coronavirus: where to
buy face masks and how to make your own from Which?
(tinyurl.com/which-face-masks). If you wear glasses and find
they constantly fog up when wearing a mask, read How to
Keep Your Glasses From Fogging Up While Wearing a Mask
(tinyurl.com/mask-glasses).
Do check out the Covid-19 Information Hub on
bfobrca.org/covid-19-information-hub to see what other new information we’ve shared since the last edition of Community
News.
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We are based in Oliver’s Battery, Winchester.
Specialising in airport transfers and long distance
travel. All drivers are CRB checked by Winchester
City Council and we offer chaperoning for
unaccompanied minors. Providing a polite,
professional service, all vehicles are kept to a very
high standard. We use Mercedes E Class cars and
also have a long wheel base 8 passenger VW
Transporter, ideal for evenings out, airport or dock
transfers. We are happy to discuss all your
specific requirements.
All major credit cards accepted in car or via
phone.
Book online at:
bookings@winchesterexecutivetravel.com

Tel: 01962 676676 or 07795254193
114 Oliver’s Battery Road South, Oliver’s Battery,
Winchester, Hampshire, SO22 4HB

Andrew Harris
Electrical Services
ALL DOMESTIC WORK UNDERTAKEN INCLUDING:
�� REWIRING
������FUSEBOARD REPLACEMENT
������ADDITIONAL LIGHTS AND SOCKETS
������WIRING FOR TELEPHONE AND COMMS SOCKETS
������INSTALLATION OF LIGHT FITTINGS
������GARDEN LIGHTING AND POWER
ALL ASPECTS OF TESTING INCLUDING:
�� ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION CONDITION REPORTS
������P.A.T. TESTING OF APPLIANCES
COMMERCIAL INSTALLATIONS
RETAIL INSTALLATIONS
ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN IN A CLEAN, TIDY
AND PROFESSIONAL MANOR
FREE ESTIMATES AND ADVICE
63 May Tree Close, Badger Farm, Winchester, SO22 4JF
Telephone: 01962 856805 ~ Mobile: 07956 934 195
Email: andy@adhelectrical.com
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Winchester Local Group Hampshire and
IOW Wildlife Trust
At the time of writing the Hampshire & IOW Wildlife Trust has
postponed all forthcoming events to help limit the spread of
Covid-19. Please keep an eye on the Trust's website at
hiwwt.org.uk/events for further news about all the local group
activities and when they will resume.
Meanwhile, earlier this summer the Trust
was delighted to finally announce the purchase of Deacon Hill, a 10-hectare site of
chalk grassland and scrub, overlooking the
Chilcomb valley below the Morestead
Road, forming a vital link in the nature-network in the Winchester area. This purchase
is part of the Trust's plan to secure land for
wildlife to recover and thrive. Work has already begun this summer to improve the
habitats for the variety of wildlife that lives
there including the stunning Duke of Burgundy butterfly for which the hill is Winchester's only remaining stronghold. The
steep chalk slopes will become a beautiful,
natural gateway to the South Downs National Park.

Do visit the Trust's website hiwwt.org.uk to discover more
about the Trust's Wilder Plan and the exciting work that has
been carried out this summer in other parts of Hampshire
and the Isle of Wight. You will find lots of information on the
Trust's nature reserves, identifying local wildlife plus ideas
on how you can help reverse the dramatic
decline of our wildlife including setting up a
‘nectar café’ in your garden for pollinating
insects such as bees and butterflies.
Looking forward to welcoming back members and new faces when we can finally
return to our monthly series of talks in the
Community Centre.
Best wishes,
Anne Ardill
Winchester Local Group Hampshire & IOW
Wildlife trust

Protecting wildlife, inspiring people
Duke of Burgundy butterfly
Image by Francesco Gatti from Pixabay

From your MP
What a year it has been so far!
I think we need a period of boring, calm, stability but I fear –
locally, nationally and internationally – we are in for the very
opposite. The pandemic will be with us in some form for
many years. Even if the world-leading British research delivers the vaccine we crave, we have a crisis crunch and a recession that will ensure 2020 continues to challenge us.
My view, and that of Ministers, is that we must face this adversity with a determination that we will build back better,
harnessing the UK's entrepreneurial
talents to ensure a green recovery. All
the signs are we can do this.

It's all very well saying nothing has been decided – and a detailed consultation on actual plans will take place next year
– but we need to know the consequence (intended or otherwise) of what's decided now otherwise we're being asked to
complete a jigsaw where several pieces were never in the
box. The Trust have tried to engage us in discussions but, try
as we might, visibility of Hampshire Together is poor.
If you care about the hospital services we have in Winchester – and the way primary care is organised because that's
part of this too – please look at hampshiretogether.nhs.uk and
tell the Trust what matters to you or next time you look they
may not be there.
I've represented this area for ten years
and I have made it my business to understand the local NHS and support
what is in our best interests in line with
clinical advice. Politicians do not design health services, nor should they,
but I do know a District General Hospital, such as we have in Winchester, is
a delicate eco-system and the services
it has are highly dependent on each
other.

Locally, we will need to be on our
guard as housing plans are mooted via
Winchester's revised Local Plan that
will make Pitt Manor and Pitt Vale look
tiny. I will do all I can to protect the
green gaps, landscape setting and natural habitat that makes this community so liveable. More from local
councillors I am sure.
Secondly, our local health Trust have
grand plans via its Hampshire Together programme which has a new hospital as its ‘centre-piece’. This promises
to bring the kind of investment seldom
seen in our part of Hampshire but, and
I will keep on saying this, HHFT should
be honest about the impact a newbuild hospital will have on the Royal
Hampshire in Winchester.

We should be extremely careful before
changing that and, if we plan to do so,
be crystal clear with residents what
change looks like.
Follow my work day-to-day
Summer Tour
fb.com/SteveBrineMP.
Steve Brine, joined by County Councillor Jan
Steve Brine
Warwick, holding a special socially distanced
MP
for
Winchester,
including
Summer Tour supermarket surgery at
Oliver’s
Battery
and
Badger
Farm
Sainsbury's, Badger Farm last month.

10

Winchester Green Week
Summer Project Pack
The small team that co-ordinates Winchester Green Week is
excited to bring you three simple and creative projects for
everyone to work on now in the run up to Winchester Green
Week, 2020. We hope children and
adults will have fun joining in at
home over the summer with:
▪ Letters of Longing: intergenerational letter writing about care for
our planet
▪ Images of Hope: make a flag to
add to a mass community bunting
▪ Sustainability Competition: from
Winchester City Council (with prizes!)

Resetting to a new normal
2020 is going to be a turning point! Already this year is turning out to be unpredictable, throwing us on our own resources. We have all had to adapt to new living and working
conditions. Did you discover abilities and capacities you
have never needed before? Yes, these last six months will
definitely be remembered as an intense period of change,
adaptation and learning new skills and possibly sadness for
some people. Perhaps it has also been an opportunity to discover surprising new pleasures in a slower lifestyle – such as
listening to bird song or watching seeds flourish?
So, what have you learnt since March? Many of us might
have previously thought ‘R’ referred to Reading, Writing and
‘Rithmetic or perhaps Reduce, Reuse and Recycle? Now we
may have become armchair experts on the ‘R’ or Reproduction number which indicates the spread of the novel
COVID19 virus. I suggest that in the future ‘R’ will remind us
of when we started to seriously Rethink about how we live,
Redesigned our methods of transport to have less impact on
the natural world, and Regenerated our food supply systems.
Do you remember that sinking feeling when you could not
buy essential items just before lockdown started and you
wondered why so much of what we use is imported from
abroad? Supply chains do not need to be so long and complicated, do they? We can grow so much food and make so
many more products here in this country. Without getting
into politics, our society really does need to build back better
– and greener – it would make so much more sense and
would be much more sustainable.
In ten years' time, I would love to see a thriving Winchester
with local businesses employing local people to grow, make
and sell food and products from mainly, but not exclusively,
Hampshire. With fewer workers commuting less often and
more people walking, cycling or using buses we would all
have more time for hobbies and our community – much as
many people have in recent months.
Looking from the top of Yew Hill or St Catherine's Hill in
2030 I would hope to see lots of rooftops covered in solar
panels glittering in the clear air. The M3 would be emptier

Green Week is a festival that aims to highlight and enrich
the growing movement in Winchester District towards sustainable ways of living. The Summer Projects are a way for
everyone to feel they can be part of learning about our impact on the planet, making positives changes to tackle climate change and protect the natural world, creatively
responding to the greatest challenge of our time, and using
our voices and influence.
You can download the pack from
tinyurl.com/bfobrca-projectpack.
Be part of something positive and
future-looking!
From Jo, Janet, Clare, Richard, Paul,
Mary and Jenny
winchestergreenweek@gmail.com

and quieter, as would the airport, and the elegant wind turbines to the north would add interest to the rolling downland
landscape. Abundant fish, insects and birds would be seen
from the cycleways and footpaths along the River Itchen,
thanks to the reedbeds upstream. A few market gardens
would break up the huge expanse of arable fields, now with
a denser network of broad green hedges and wildflower field
margins connecting new small copses and woodlands.
The frequent buses connecting the rural villages and towns
to Winchester would be reducing the need for so many park
and ride car spaces. These would revert to wildlife habitat
and recreational spaces for residents on the days they did
not commute on electric trains to cities. We would all live in
warm, dry, well insulated homes and some would be heated
by air source or ground source heat pumps, renewable electricity or district heating systems. The rest of us would be
thinking of replacing our old gas boilers soon, although we
thought they were energy efficient ten years ago!
Do you like my vision of 2030 or do you consider this it just a
wishful daydream? I believe that this dreadful virus is a
wake-up call warning us that the natural world has started to
re-balance itself to survive the onslaught of excessive human pressure. After all we are only one species among millions. Viruses adapt to changing conditions much quicker
than we do. So, we must be agile, think fast and make rapid
changes to how we live. We need to recognise how dependent we are on the natural world for food, water, clean air and
shelter. Our planet has existed without us for 43 billion years
so far and would do so much better without us.
Are you wondering what to do now? What happens next as
we come out of lockdown is critical. We could live healthier
and happier lives if we make the effort to change our lifestyle. Why not turn over a new leaf this autumn and decide
to live more in tune with our planet? You can get ideas from:
Winchester Green Week running from 27th September to
4th October on the new website winchestergreenweek.co.uk.
But don't wait until then, look now at winacc.org.uk and
hiwwt.org.uk/our-strategy. Also see what our local government
is doing: winchester.gov.uk/climate-change-and-energy and
tinyurl.com/hants-climatechange-whatcanido.

Clare Shorter
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St Peter's Catholic Primary
Lockdown 2020
From March 23rd, St Peter's Catholic Primary School became a very different school to how it had been only three
days earlier. From 410 pupils we were welcoming on average just 20 key worker children a day. It was not how Miss
Buxton, the school's new headteacher of 10 weeks, was expecting to finish her first term in post.
Our key worker children enjoyed their childcare provision –
from making rainbows to add cheer to those driving along
Romsey Road, to writing prayers to be placed on trees outside the school for walkers to read and contemplate.

Weekly Family Challenges
Meanwhile many of our families at home worked so hard to
keep their children's education going, following school work
packs. Many completed our weekly ‘Family Challenges’ such
as an art project where we invited families to design and
make paper costumes, one where children considered their
family history and plotted this on a geographical map and, of
course, ‘The Great St Peter's Bake Off’. To see some of this
lovely work check out the gallery on our website.

Haiku – written by Year 6
Haiku is a traditional Japanese poetry form, consisting of 17
syllables, in three phrases of 5, 7 and 5. Our Year 5 wrote
some Haiku using poetry to share their thoughts on the past
few months.
Home-learning by William
We are missing SATs,
Being taught by our parents,
Driving them insane.

Saving the Planet by Darcie
The world is broken,
Together we'll fix it,
Lord, mend the Earth.
Lockdown Haiku by Philipp
Working at my desk,
I sit and do home-learning,
Keeping others safe.
Wash your hands!
The NHS said,
Washing our hands every day,
Keeps the germs away.
On asking our children for their reflections on something
they will one day be sharing with their own children and
grandchildren we heard…

Reflections from our children
‘Spending quality time with my family was great, but I missed my
friends.‘ – Matthew
‘It was strange not being with my friends at school; but it was nice to
have a break from learning.‘ – Ivana
‘The schoolwork was harder without a teacher but it felt like we
achieved more doing it independently.‘ – Daisy
‘It was unusual and could be frustrating. Seeing my family was great
but there was not always somewhere to go for freedom.‘ – Kiana
We look forward to welcoming all our children back in September.

Find out more about your school
To see what is going on at St Peter's School visit our new
website: stpetershants.co.uk. Or check out our school Twitter
(twitter.com/stpetershants) and Facebook
(fb.com/St-Peters-Catholic-Primary-School-107010431022990).

Mayor of Winchester opens the Woodland Walk Project
On Tuesday 21st July, the Mayor of Winchester, Patrick Cunningham, formally
opened the Woodland Walk Trail for Poppins Nursery at The Carroll Centre, Stanmore.

neglected woodland slope behind The
Carroll Centre. The land has been transformed into an inviting woodland path,
decorated along the way with rustic animal sculptures. In amongst the trees the
children come upon a story telling circle
full of promise.

The opening was attended by staff, members of the City of Winchester outdoor recreation team, trustees and most
importantly parents and children.
The mayor congratulated Eloisa Broadbent in particular for her vision and commitment to the woodland trail. After his
speech, the children were invited to explore the trail, find out about the animals
that live in the wood and hear the story of
Wonky the Woodpecker. At the end of the
trail who was waiting for the children but
Wonky the Woodpecker! It was a delightful event and a celebration of hard work, dedication, and collaboration.
The project was dreamed up by Eloisa Broadbent, nursery
head, The Carroll Centre Director, Jool Heller-Dixon and Sue
Lord from Winchester City Council. Full use was made of a

‘It is perfect for the children,’ says Eloisa,
‘as they are much safer and healthier
outdoors in the current situation. In their
socially distanced bubbles, they can clamber all over the wooden structures. They
especially love the story telling circle and
the den building space.’
As lockdown eased, Poppins Nursery
opened as soon as it could with great
care to keep the children and staff safe.
They offered much needed education for the children and
support for the parents. These have been challenging and
difficult times.
Looking forward, Poppins Nursery welcomes applications for
next term. Contact us via thecarrollcentre.org/poppins-nursery.
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SPANISH
HIGHER INTERMEDIATE
CONVERSATION CLASS
Badger Farm Community Centre
Wednesday 9.45-11.45

We are a small, friendly group of people
who meet every Wednesday for 2 hours.
Ven y únete a nuestra clase. Hablamos,
escuchamos historias, vemos películas y nos
divertimos mucho.
We are very keen to welcome new
members to our informal classes so, if you
are interested, contact us at
esglearnspanish@gmail.com for more
information.
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Wishing you Well
Planning for Better Health
Together with sincere thanks to NHS, care staff and emergency services during these uncertain times, special acknowledgement also goes to key workers in shops, delivery
teams, farm workers … and human health scientists. From
the publications which I've been following closely, it seems
that they have been busy too, researching not only emergency Covid-19 care but also reducing risk of infection. The aim
of this piece is to offer you links to the latter.
Starting with our local heroes from Southampton University,
a comprehensive paper was published in the earlier days of
lockdown on the role played by optimising nutrition and diet
in not only health promotion but also disease prevention e.g.
by supporting healthy functioning of the immune system.
This open-access paper can be viewed on the valuable Food
and Behaviour (FAB) research charity website with clear
commentary:
‘An international research team, including Professor Philip Calder
from the University of Southampton, has published a new report
advising how the public can support their immune system and give
it the best chance of fighting the coronavirus …
Here, leading researchers in the field provide a clear summary of
what kind of diet is needed for healthy immune functioning, and
why. They explain why this should include a varied intake of real
foods, including vegetables and fruits, nuts, seeds and pulses, as
well as some meat, fish and dairy products. This is already known
to be the kind of diet that reduces risks for all of the commonest

physical health disorders …, and also supports mental health and
wellbeing.’ tinyurl.com/FAB-Soton.
The research publication concludes:
‘We, therefore, strongly encourage public health officials to also
include nutritional strategies in their arsenal to improve public
health and to limit the impact of seasonal and emerging viral
infections.’
Calder et.al, Nutrients.2020;12(4):1181.
mdpi.com/2072-6643/12/4/1181
Government guidelines are prioritising healthy waistline
management by eating healthier foods and encouraging providers to make them more accessible. National charity ‘The
Public Health Collaboration’ provides free information to
avoid nutrient-poor, sugar-laden foods in order to raise
awareness of how to replace them with eating nutritious, delicious healthier foods and recipes … remember, aim to
avoid over-processed, ‘fake’ foods and just eat real food instead. To identify real food, you could just ask yourself if
your great grandparents would recognise this food or the ingredients in it? tinyurl.com/RealFoodPDF.
This pandemic has manifested extraordinary human compassion, solidarity and big changes in food awareness.

Amanda Turner | ATnutritiontuition.co.uk
Amanda has completed the MSc in Nutritional Medicine at Surrey University. A CNHC-registered Nutritional Therapist and Registered Nutritionist mBANT, Amanda is based at The Cupboard of Health in
Winchester and is keen to educate motivated shoppers to overcome
confusion in this key area, helping you to feel more empowered and
clear up nutritional confusion!
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Oliver's Battery Primary School
We can't believe another
school year has passed by so
quickly. It has been a very different year but we are so proud
of how resilient and adaptable our children and families
have been over this period. We really are looking forward to
being able to welcome back all of our children in September.
We would like to wish our very talented year 6 the best of
luck for their next stage education. We know they are going
to do great things.
During the school closure period, we have had lots of opportunities to work outside in our beautiful school grounds. The
children have really enjoyed gardening and planting lots of
different vegetables, fruits and flowers. It has been great to
taste some of our own produce. We are looking forward to
extending this next year with a larger allotment project.
We are really excited that our Early Years lead is training to
be a forest school practitioner. This is going to give us the
opportunity to integrate the forest school ethos into our early
year's curriculum. To celebrate this, we are going to be offering some forest school taster sessions for parents and children who are starting school in September 2021. This will
enable you and your child to experience part of what life will
be like in early years at Oliver's Battery Primary.
These sessions will run in addition to our open mornings. It
is important that you book your place on the forest school
taster as spaces are limited and we need to stick to ratios

(places on the open mornings do not need to be booked).
Please book a space by emailing admin@oliversb.com.
Please see dates and times below:

Forest school taster

Open mornings

Wednesday 16th September
10.00–11.00

Thursday 24th September
10.30–11.30

Wednesday 21st October
10.00–11.00

Wednesday 11th November
09.00–10.00

Saturday 28th November
10.00–11.00

Tuesday 1st December
14.30–15.30

Wednesday 9th December
10.00–11.00

Friday 8th January
10.30–11.30

We are pleased to welcome Oliver's Battery preschool CIO
into the school building. The preschool will use a classroom
space available and will continue to use our extensive
grounds alongside us. We look forward to welcoming them in
September.
For details of all the latest happenings at school, visit our
website: oliversbatteryprimary.com. If you would like to visit the
school, please call 01962 869496 to make an appointment.
Our Headteacher, Mrs Redfern, would be delighted to show
you around.

Oliver's Battery Preschool
Finally we were able to welcome back the children at the end
of June. While only a few of were able to return it was a joy to
see them after so long.
As we finish off this exceptional year, we are getting ready
for next September and, excitingly, we are now able to move
into the Oliver's Battery Primary School itself. We will be able
to enjoy the lager space of a dedicated classroom with access to the outside play area.

Preparing our new classroom
With the School's help we will broaden the Children's outdoor learning to encompass some of the Forest School experience using the School's extensive grounds. The elements
of early years learning will be expanded with the added benefit of exploring and learning in and about nature. Children
will be able to learn both in the traditional setting and with
nature.

While we have always had close links with the School, and
our children go on to many different schools, we hope this
will be the start of an even closer relationship bringing benefit to the Children, Preschool, School, Staff and Community.
Oliver’s Battery Preschool is
▪ Rated across the board as ‘good’ by Ofsted in November
2016 and where ‘Children form strong bonds with the
staff’.
▪ We are very pleased to offer government funded 30
hours childcare (eligibility applies). For more information,
please contact our Preschool Leader, Jackie Johnston, on
07941 796958 or email oliversbatterypreschool@gmail.com
to pop by and see our happy Preschool.
▪ We accept all children aged two years to school age, regardless of which Primary School they will attend.
▪ All children are funded from the term after their 3rd birthday. If eligible, we accept funding for two year olds.
▪ Opening times: Monday to Thursday: 8:45–15:15 and
Friday 8:45–12:45 with flexible drop off and pick up
times.
▪ Our website: oliversbatterypreschool.org.uk
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Neighbourhood
Watch
Scam awareness
During the Covid-19 pandemic we've seen more sophisticated scams. Please be extra vigilant; these can catch you off
guard as they appear to look quite authentic via email, text,
call, letter … sometimes quoting your account number and
personal details. They can draw you in so please, please
warn your family, friends and neighbours.
Assume every communication is a scam – do not reply, do
not click on any links in emails, do not press any reply type
buttons on phone, do not respond in any way to time pressure or the scare tactics.
If you receive an email you're not sure about, forward it to
the Suspicious Email Reporting Service (SERS) on
report@phishing.gov.uk.

tinue that support network we've partnered with the Home
Office to create a new social media campaign Safety in
Neighbours ourwatch.org.uk.

Groups of youths
We've had reports of groups of youths in several areas in
and around Winchester congregating, lighting fires, taking
drugs, anti-social behaviour, noise and causing damage.
Please report anything suspicious to www.hampshire.police.uk
or 101. If something is in progress please call 999.

Neighbourhood Watch scheme in your area?
Local Community Support Groups were hurriedly set up to
cope with the pandemic and support neighbours … there
was no need where there was a Neighbourhood Watch
scheme as all the infrastructure and support was already in
place. Now would be a great time to convert your local support group into an official Neighbourhood Watch scheme.

Sandie Vining
Neighbourhood Watch Area Representative
Winchester City
01962 865384 | sandievining@btinternet.com

Safety in Neighbours
We've experienced a fantastic
support network throughout
the pandemic with communities coming together. To con-

Community First
Launch of our new Volunteering Website
Over the past few months more people than ever before
have volunteered to help in their community. In the areas
covered by Community First approximately 1,000 people
came forward and we referred them to local groups, whilst
150 registered as Community First volunteers. With greater
interest in volunteering, Community First is pleased to announce the relaunch of its dedicated volunteering website
which ‘went live’ on 9th July 2020 – volunteerfirst.co.uk.
It has a new name, Volunteer First (replacing Volunteer
Wessex), as well as a home page which focuses on the latest
volunteering opportunities. Registration for volunteers has
been made simpler and the search function improved. Also
under development is the facility for organisations to advertise short-term roles which we believe will attract a new cohort of people to volunteering.
We are looking to make Volunteer First the go-to volunteering platform and looking for more community groups in Winchester to register their volunteering roles with us. The more
exciting and varied volunteering opportunities we advertise,
the more interest we will get from the public, which will in
turn, have a positive impact on the community.
Any comments on how the website
could be improved further are also
appreciated. For more information
contact julie.eden@cfirst.org.uk.
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Oliver's Battery WI
We’re open for business
Oliver's Battery WI missed meeting the
community at the VE Day celebrations
in May when we would have been
sharing our annual Plant Sale in the
morning and cakes at the afternoon
celebrations on The Battery. However, despite the current
restrictions, we have found different ways to continue to
meet up with members; we are welcoming new members too
and the committee continues to meet monthly to forward
plan for the future.
During the lockdown WI members have been offering support to each other, fellow members and the wider community
– making scrubs, masks, scrubs bags, running errands, doing shopping and making phone calls – all ever mindful of,
and following, government guidelines.
Until recently most of our monthly group meetings, weekly
Craft afternoons, monthly Knit & Natter sessions and Book
Club evening gatherings have been via social media. Although we are now all more knowledgeable about Zoom and
Break Out rooms, and how it should work, some of us have
still not quite mastered how to use it properly! How many
times have we said ‘Bye! Now, how do I...? Where's the...?’
No matter how many times we hear it, however, it still brings
a smile and chuckle to the onlookers, ever hopeful that this
time they will disappear from the meeting without any extra
effort!
The craft afternoons, and evening groups have all started to
look at offering outdoor social distanced meetings with restricted numbers – weather permitting!

Chat-Tea Café
One group that uses the Community Centre that is missing its monthly meetings is the Chat-Tea Café, a
drop-in afternoon once a month
for those feeling the effects of
loneliness or isolation.
Whilst the centre remains partially closed and the group
largely vulnerable, it is not sure when we'll re open but are
keeping a close eye on everything that can be done to facilitate this. Our volunteers are missing their new friendships
and the chat and seeing everyone but know that we will start
up again.

Book Club overcame the initial lack of library facilities, instead exploring personal bookshelves for interesting reads to
share with fellow members; as a group this one is really more
up for the social interaction though so we are happy to welcome those who have not had a chance (or inclination!) to
read the latest ‘set text’ and we too have met in a social distanced way.
The monthly group meeting remains online with the booking
of ‘virtual’ speakers. We are looking at ways to bring members together safely as a group and whilst not yet able to
meet in St Mark's Church, (3rd Monday of the month –
19:30 for a 19:45 start until about 21:45) we're aware that
many members are missing meeting up, having a chat over a
cuppa, some homemade treats, including gluten-free options, with their WI friends. We are hoping to hold an outdoor
group gathering (socially distanced of course) for early August on the Battery. It will be self-catered but members (current, past and future) will be able to take this opportunity to
come together.
If you would like to learn more about what we do and when it
happens please contact our Secretary on
oliversbatterysec@hampshirewi.org.uk. We continue to offer an
open invitation to ladies of any age to join us at a meeting
(two for free) to find out for yourself if we're the WI group for
you. Oliver's Battery WI is just one of many WI groups in the
Winchester area.
We look forward to meeting you and chatting over a cuppa
and some cake – even if you've had to bring your own to
Zoom! Remember being part of WI is a lot more than just
knitting, baking and singing Jerusalem!

In friendship,
Oliver's Battery WI

Now more than ever, the effects of loneliness and feeling
isolated have had a wider bearing for us all and perhaps resonate more than ever as people had to stay in and had limited interaction. We know this will just strengthen our passion
at the Chat-Tea Café to bring the community together as
much as possible when we can re open for a regular few
hours of ‘belonging, friendship, chat and of course delicious
cake’.
If you want to keep in touch with any news, head to
chat-tea.co.uk or find us on Facebook
(fb.com/communitychatteacafe) and Instagram
(instagram.com/chatteacafe).
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New public access defibrillator outside Sainsbury’s
Many people worry that they would not
know what to do in the event that they
are faced with giving first aid to someone who had suffered a cardiac arrest.
Now there is a life-saving defibrillator
available in Badger Farm that can help
in such an emergency. Working together, Badger Farm Parish Council
(BFPC) and Sainsbury’s have re-sited
the defibrillator which was previously
inside the store to a new cabinet on
the exterior wall near the cashpoints so that it is accessible
to users of the store, users of the Community Centre and
members of the public in the surrounding area, 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week. You don't need to be trained to use a
defibrillator; anyone can use it.
BFPC Clerk Christine Howe and Cllr Julie Lacey along with
Jane Stephens from Sainsbury’s were particularly integral in
getting the device successfully re-sited and the new cabinet
was purchased with money provided by BFPC.
The installation of defibrillators in public spaces has saved
hundreds of lives where people have suffered from a cardiac
arrest. If someone is in cardiac arrest they will be unconscious, unresponsive and they won't be breathing or their
breathing will be abnormal. In these circumstances it is critical to call 999, start performing CPR and then to use a defibrillator as soon as possible.

Stanmore Primary
For many people, the last few months have
been a time to reflect on what is most important. This is due in part to less places to be
and fewer things to do. Perhaps this has been one of the
benefits of life in lockdown. At Stanmore we have taken the
opportunity to reflect on to what extent we are living up to
our core values and delivering our aim – ‘We are committed to
purposeful and irresistible learning, where our children are inspired to
thrive and everyone is the BEST that they can be.’ As we end this
extraordinary term, I am proud of what has been achieved
towards continuing to put our aim at the heart of everything
that we do.
‘Belonging’ at Stanmore over the past few months has
meant connecting with families and our community in different ways. Virtual life has demanded new skills which people
have embraced, resulting in different ways of working and
celebrating achievement. Most recently, our virtual Leavers

Rapid access to and use of defibrillators is vital in the period before an
ambulance arrives and the patient
can be taken to a specialist NHS cardiac centre. For every minute it takes
for the defibrillator to reach someone
and deliver a shock, their chances of
survival reduce by up to 10%.
A defibrillator is a device that gives a
high energy electric shock to the
heart through the chest wall to someone who is in cardiac arrest. This high energy shock is called
defibrillation. The aim of the shock is to return the heart to
its normal working rhythm if it has gone into cardiac arrest.
The machine gives the user clear audible instructions and
you don't need training to use it. The defibrillator automatically detects the heart's rhythm via the pads that are applied
to the chest, so you don't have to worry that it will give a
shock unnecessarily. The machine won't deliver a shock to a
patient unless one is needed.
If you want to know more about how defibrillators work or
how to give effective life-saving CPR you can find instructional videos and helpful information on the St John Ambulance
and British Heart Foundation's websites: sja.org.uk/get-advice
and bhf.org.uk/how-you-can-help/how-to-save-a-life.
Cllr Sarah McColl, Badger Farm Parish Council
Service celebrated the school life of our Year 6 pupils who
managed to end the year with some, if not all, of those important end of primary school traditions. New beginnings
were also created with a ‘socially distanced’ Teddy Bear's
picnic attended by our new Early Years children and their
families, once term had ended.
We have had time to reflect on our value of ‘Excellence,’ refining our curriculum framework so that we can deliver our
aim of purposeful and irresistible learning. During the last
term we have enjoyed seeing children continuing to learn at
home or at school despite the more challenging circumstances. From our experience, children at Stanmore have
retained a sense of wonder in the world around them and an
inclination to learn something new. We look forward to welcoming all of our children back in September.
If any parents or carers whose children are due to start in
September 2021 are interested in finding out more about
our school then please book an appointment by contacting
adminoffice@stanmore.hants.sch.uk.
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But eventually we got it running on both our laptops and
could set up the connection.

Tech Talk
I get my love of technology from my Dad, a real technophile
who, until his Alzheimer’s made it too difficult, was never
happier than when trying out a new gadget or experimenting
with a new app. My Mum, on the other hand, is discombobulated by it all. She's fine doing familiar tasks
on her laptop but gets thrown when something different happens. She's the first to
admit she needs a lot of handholding – and
isn't alone in that.

Clicking Assist another person brought up a screen where I
had to sign in with my Microsoft account. That's probably the
one downside of Quick Assist: the helper must have a Microsoft account. I imagine that most people already have one,
though, and if not it's easy to get a free one.
Once I'd logged on, it gave me a code which
I dictated to Mum. She typed the code in the
Quick Assist window at her end and then
clicked Share screen. I then had two options: to take full control of the computer or
to view screen. I chose the former and Mum
had to click Allow to confirm this was OK.

When the Covid-19 lockdown happened and
she knew I wouldn't be able to pop over and
help with her list of problems, she panicked!
Fortunately, the technology that scares her
also came to her rescue, in the form of
Quick Assist.
Quick Assist allows you to help someone
less confident by giving you remote access
to their computer. Its big advantage over
alternatives such as TeamViewer is that it's
built into Windows so there's nothing to install – although we still struggled getting
Mum to find the app on her computer. There
are three ways to bring it up, and I think we
tried all of them before we got it going:
1. Find it in the Windows Accessories folder in the Start
menu;
2. Click on the Start menu, type Quick Assist and it shows
in the search results;
3. Hold the Windows key and tap R; in the dialog box that
comes up type quickassist and click OK.

At this point, I’ll stress that anyone allowing
access must trust the person helping them.
No-one should give access to their computer
to someone they don't know. Obviously,
Mum trusts me so she went ahead. After a
minute or two of watching the Connection
dots spinning, a window opened on my laptop, through which I could interact with her
desktop almost as easily as if I was sitting
next to her.
Then we could get started on her list!
For a comprehensive guide on using Quick
Assist, take a look at the Computer World article on
tinyurl.com/wct-qa.

Ann Jury
ann@winchestercomputertutor.co.uk
winchestercomputertutor.co.uk/anns-thoughts/quick-assist

Winchester Horticultural Society
We've had a good summer and our gardens are thriving, provided we managed to keep up with the watering. That certainly
took up quite some time but with the lockdown still in place it was easier to get the job done. What will Autumn bring us?
More colour in the flower borders, a good harvest in the vegetable garden, plenty of fruit on the apple trees despite a massive June drop, and perhaps a fine display of Autumn tints if the weather continues to be good.
After several months of cancelled Monthly Meetings we are ‘cautiously optimistic’ that at at least some of the programme
that we have lined up for the remainder of the year will be able to go ahead. However, please check on our website to see
what's happening before you decide to join us for one of our meetings. We would be pleased to see you. Here are the dates:
Wednesday, 9 September 2020 Mike Read, an excellent
Wednesday, 11 November 2020 Tim Woodland, our local
nature photographer, will whisk us off to France, in spirit, to
bulb expert, knows all about HARVESTING BULBS IN THE UK
introduce us to THE NATURE OF VERCORS – A SECRET CORAND IN HOLLAND and will be happy to share his knowledge
NER OF FRANCE which he has visited many times.
with us. He will bring a selection of mainly tulip bulbs for us
to buy, so bring your purses.
Wednesday, 14 October 2020 Alan Edmondson, on one of
his return visits, will answer the intriguing question: WHY DO
FOXGLOVES HAVE NO SMELL? Wouldn't you like to know
and learn why some plants are scented and others aren't?

Our meetings are held at the Winchester Club, Churchill
Room, Worthy Lane, Winchester SO23 7AB on the second
Wednesday of the month, starting at 7.30pm. Visitors £4.

For further information ring 01962 868862 or visit our website: winhortsoc.weebly.com.
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Nature Notes

If you walk on Whiteshute Ridge during the day you may
have noticed pieces of roof felt on the ground at regular intervals on the lower perimeter. These are refuges for small
reptiles all of which are cold blooded and need heat to warm
up. You will often find a slow worm coiled up. This beautiful
creature with a smooth golden grey skin is (also) not a worm
but a legless lizard and is often mistaken for a snake by the
naïve. Completely harmless it will not bite and it is a criminal
offence to kill one. If under attack by a
predator, like most lizards, it might shed
its tail. This defence mechanism means
that while the tail continues to wiggle for
a while for distraction, the slow worm
can slip away to find cover. It is the gardener's friend eating slugs, snails and
spiders so please never harm it.

At 10pm in the evening of that very hot day in June, four of
us took a walk on Whiteshute Ridge in search of glow worms
where they have been spotted in the past. Like much of our
native wildlife glow worms are in decline due to habitat loss.
However, Whiteshute Ridge is now managed by Hampshire
Wildlife Trust with the aim to restore the wildlife diversity by
grazing this chalk grassland with six British White Cattle. Glow worms are not
worms at all, but beetles. The males fly
but the females are wingless and spend
most of their lives as larvae feeding on
slugs and snails. On reaching maturity
they undergo a slight change enabling
them to climb up plant stems, their bottoms emitting a yellow-greenish light afI was alarmed to read that Australian
ter dusk during June and July to attract
flatworms (which are worms!) have been
a mate. Once mated the female will lay
discovered in a garden in Oliver's Batanything up to 100 eggs then die. Altery. This alien species is thought to
though not glowing for us on that occahave arrived here with imported plants
Slow worms warming up under felt
sion we experienced a magical evening
and its main diet is our earthworm. Alwith a crescent moon appearing hazily through a patchy thin
though less predatory than the New Zealand flatworm it can
cloud while a heron flapped its heavy slow flight in the direchave a significant impact on earthworm populations and the
tion of St Cross. Moths were flying around us as the sweet
quality of the soil. Earthworms aerate the soil, help water
smell of the cooling earth tempted us to linger. The lights of
filtration and increase fertility pulling surface organic matter
homes in Badger Farm seemed like a fairyland as we wendbelow the surface. So I hope I will not find one in my garden.
ed our reluctant way home.

Norma Goodwin

Badger Farm & Oliver’s Battery
Parish Council Meetings
Our parish councils meet monthly and
members of the public are welcome to attend.
Badger Farm Parish Council
meets at 7.30pm on the 2nd Monday of
each month (except August). Meetings are
currently being held virtually via Zoom
us02web.zoom.us/j/87819918921.
Contact the clerk, Christine Howe.
clerk@badgerfarm-pc.gov.uk.

Legs, Bums and Tums
All the Legs, Bums and Tums exercise classes are currently
running ONLINE at the same times as below and will be
back at the Community Centre when allowed. The guidelines are continually changing so please contact Catherine
Jones on 07990 513434 or email at cathjones@talktalk.net
for the latest updates.
Legs, Bums & Tums Monday 9.30am–10.30am
Legs, Bums & Tums Tuesday 6.45pm–7.45pm
Seniors Exercise Classes Wednesday 11.30am–12.30pm
Sunday Bootcamp 6.30pm–7.30pm

Oliver’s Battery Parish Council
meets on the 1st Tuesday of each
month (except August). See
oliversbattery.info/parish-councilbusiness/agenda-details-for-next-meeting
for location and details.
Contact the clerk, Sara Sawyer.
clerkoliversbattery@gmail.com.

Please contact Catherine for further information on these
classes.
All classes are designed to adapt for all levels of fitness
and will improve muscle tone and increase your cardiovascular fitness over a period of time!
Catherine is a full member of REPS (Register of Exercise Professionals).

If you have a community contribution or would like to advertise with us, please get in touch.
Editorial deadline for Winter 2020 issue:
Friday 30 October 2020

Editor: Ann Jury
Editorial email: bfobrca.cnews@gmail.com
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