
User Group Mins Jul 2016   1 

Badger Farm & Oliver’s  Battery     

 Residents’ Community Association 
                                 Registered Charity No.279592 

                                                                   

Minutes of User Group Meeting held on Wednesday 27 July 2016 

 
Present:  

Committee: Brian Laming (Joint Chair); Rachel Skinner (Joint Chair); Lesley Nguyen; 
Stanley Judd. 

User Groups: 
Denise Tosdevine (Pre-School Group); Sarah Levinge (Badminton); Stanley Judd (Royal 

British Legion); Loraine Martin (Hampshire Wildlife Trust); Andy Hunt (Badger Farm 
Social Club); Richard Butler (Badger Farm Social Club).   

In Attendance:  Jan Dawkins (Bookings Secretary; Barbara Angel (Treasurer). 
 

1. Apologies: 

Apologies for absence were received from Hampshire Calligraphers; Whiteshute Bridge; 

Parents & Toddlers; Anne Sole; Liz Lindsay; Debbie Deeney. 
 

2: Minutes of Meeting held on Wednesday 22 July 2015: 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 22 July 2015 were accepted by those 
present. 
 

Matters Arising: 
There were no matters arising. 
 

3: Report from Executive Committee Chairman:  
The Community Centre has had a good year to date with us being able to start looking at making 
some major improvements. We have been able to do this as the Centre is being used more each year 
which helps us. This year we have been able to redecorate the Whiteshute Room as this is one of the 
most heavily used rooms in the Centre. Carpet mats have been inset into the carpets in both the 
Bushfield and Bar Rooms. We have completed the drain improvements in the play area to help 
eliminate the flooding rise which caused the flooding in the Battery on more than one occasion. You 
will also notice that we have changed the hob in the kitchen which we hope will be an improvement. 
 
We have now converted 90% of the lighting to LED based which will help reduce our running costs, 
especially when you consider the number of strip tubes there are in the building. This included the 
main Bar Room. 
 
During the year we were sorry to have to say goodbye to some groups that have been with us for a 
long time, namely the Country Market and Jo Jingles. However, we are pleased to say welcome to 7th 
Winchester Scout Group who will be joining us in September. 
 
During the year we have improved our website which now has many hits and also added Facebook to 
the social media. Again this is working well. Don’t forget to pay us a “virtual visit.” 
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You will see that the Centre is being decorated outside this year with some minor work being carried 
out on the top gable as part of the ongoing maintenance of the building. 
 
In the coming year we have many new and exciting projects to work on. We have put back the 
refurbishment of the toilets until next August. The main reason for this is as the Pre-School Playgroup 
are looking at their requirements, it is now a possibility that we can get a large grant for major 
improvements to expand the Centre with additional rooms. As we will be required to have capital 
available or this, the project will now include the toilet refurbishment. There is also a small possibility 
that we can also include the kitchen arrangements but at this time cannot guarantee this. During the 
forthcoming months we will be building our case for a grant. If anyone has specialist knowledge on 
grant applications and is willing to help, please let us know. To that end we have asked our County 
Councillors for a small grant to cover our costs. 
 
Sainsbury’s are looking at their energy security and we have asked that the Badger Farm store be 
included so that they would be able to link the Centre and the Surgery to this exciting project. This 
will be looked at to see if the branch is suitable to be upgraded in the next year. This could be of a 
major benefit to everyone. 
 
The Community News is being widely read and we will continue to produce it but need volunteers to 
help deliver it both on Oliver’s Battery and Badger Farm. It does not take much time, being published 
4 times a year and benefits the community, so please contact Jan Dawkins if you can help us. 
 

4: Report from Badger Farm Parish Council:  

There was no report on this occasion. 

5: Report from Oliver’s Battery Parish Council: 

There was no report on this occasion. 

6: User Group Reports: 

Badminton Group:  Sarah Levinge commented that badminton was fine but they would 
welcome new members. 

Pre-School Group:  Denise Tosdevine said the Pre-School had had a very busy year 
and were happy. 

Badger Farm Social Club:  Richard reported that the Social Club had had another good 

year with membership steady. He thanked the Committee for the improved lighting in 
the bar area. Their recent price increases had improved profits and they were looking at 

ways of improving membership with special events. He said that members with families 
and children had increased. 

Hampshire Wildlife Trust: Loraine reported that they were holding their usual 
meetings but were disappointed they could not meet in May because of noise from the 

Social Club. Andy from the Social Club said he was sorry to hear this and would talk with 
the Chairman of the Social Club about ways to diminish the problem. 

Royal British Legion: Stanley reported that their meeting numbers were low and they 

were considering cutting their meetings to one hour from two hours. Otherwise they 
were satisfied with the Centre and facilities. 
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7. Any Other Business: 

There was no further business and the meeting closed at 7.55pm. 

The date of the next User Group meeting will be held on 

Wednesday 26 July 2017 at 8.00pm or 

Following the Annual General Meeting 


